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ADVERTISEMEKT. 



Cy HUSy the long wijhedfcr History of 

jt /Ai? Four-Last Years ^//i^QUEEN'j 

Reign is at length brought to lights in 

Jfight of all attempts tofupprefs it ! 
. As this publication is not made under the fane ^ 
tion of the name- or namesy which the author and 
the world had a right to expeS\ it isfitfome 
account of the work^s appearing in this manner 
fhould it here given. 

hong before tbeDiAU^s apparent decline jfome 
of his intimate friends^ with concern^ forefaw the 
impending fate of his fortune and his worlcs. To 
tbis\ it is owingy that thefefheets^ which the world 
now defpaired of ever feeing ^ are refcued from 
obfcurity^ perhaps from deJiruHion. 

For this J the public is indebted to a:fftntleman^ 
now in Ireland, of the greateji probity and worthy 
with whom she Dean long lived in perfeS tnti- 
m^f T^ t^i^ gentleman's bands the Pe a» V««f 

Aa ^ trujie4* 



IV A D V E R 1 1 S E M E N T. 

trufied a cdfy of bis Htftory^ defiring him to per- 
ufe andgive his judgment ^/i^ with- the loft ccr* 
re£lions and Amendments ihe author had given it^ 
in bis own hand. 

liis friend ready admiridy ^ani cf^o^d^ Jkd 
from a dread of, fo valuable asud fo inter ejiing a 
work*s being' by awf accident loft or effaced^ as 
^as probable by ifs mt iHt^ inMtded l^ Itpii^^ 
lijhed in the author's life tifHe i ie nf^hedlo kelj^ 
this topy^ till tie author Jhould prefs him for it ; 
but with a detetmined purpofi^ itjimld nivitrTn 
the light y whiie tbtre was »P^ htfpes pf the au- 
thor's own copy beif^ publiflk^y >^ ^^^fr^JiriMi.. 

^his refolution^ he inviolably hpt, titl be ahd 
the world ba4 full ajfurance^ that the Dt AM*jr 
executors^ or thofe into whofe hands the drtginal 
copy felly were fo far froin intending topiAUfhity 
that it was aUually fuppreffedy perhaps deflroyed. 

^henj he thotfght himfelf not only at liberty^ 
but judged it his duty ^ to his departed friend^ •and 
to thepuMiCj f^ let this copy^ which he had now 
kept manf yfiors m/t Jkreily^ fee the light. 

Thusy it has at length faRen into thi hdnds df a 
ptrfon^ whopubtijhes it for the fatisfaSttm of the 
puilicy dhftraHedfrom all private regards -y which 

are 



m» fifuir ia hA permfiud ta come in cmffetiHou 

Every judictQUs eye wllfie^ that the author of 
fhefe Jh^eU wrote with Jiroi^ faffionsj but with 
firgn^ei; j^efojfejpons and prejudice^ in favour of a 
party. The/e^ it may be imagined^ the editor y in 
fome meafurey may have adoptedy and publijbed 
fUs wdri qs kin^ qf fufport ta (batpartyy or 
fme ^rfuivi^gteninant thereof. 

It is butjufi to undeceive the reader y and in- 
form him from what kind of band he has received 
this work. A man may regard a good piece of 
paimtingy wink he de^Jes tbefffbje^ : if thefub- 
jiSl be tverJB dej^catky the mafier^yjlrokes of the 
painter may dema^ our admiration ; wbik hey 
m other refpe^s^ is intitkd to no potion of our 
regard. 

In poetry y we carry qur admiration fliU farther ^ 
and like the poet »^ '^hflfl we a£iuafly contemn the 
man. Hiftori^ns Jhare the like fate : hence fomcy 
whphfifve po regard to propriety or truthy are yet 
admired for di^onyfiiUy n^apftery apd the like. 

^be editor cqn/Sders this work in another light : 
ie kng knew the author^ find W(ts no granger to 
bisfoUticSy connexionsy tendencitSy paffionsy and 

A3. the 
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the whole aconomy- of bis life. He has kng been 
hardily Jtnguldr in condemning this greai maris 
conduffy amidji the admiring multitude ; nor ever 
could have thought of making an inter eft in a many 
whofe principles and manners he could^ by no rule 

N 

of reafon and honour y approve j however he might 
have admired bis parts and wit. 

Such was judged the difpofition of the man^ 
whofe Hiftory of the moft inter eft ing period of time 
in the amals of Britain, are noWy bereiny offered 
to the reader. He may well 4ijk from what mo- 
tives ? The anjwer is eaftfyy ftmply given : 

The caufes affignedfor delating the publication 
of this Hiftory were principally^ th^fe: that the 
manufcript fell into the bands ofmeny whOy what- 
ever th^ might have been by the generality deemed^ 
were by the Dean believed to be of bis party \ 
though they did noty after his deathy judge it pru- 
dent to avdw his principlesy more than to deny 
them in bis life -time. Thefe meny having got 
their beavers y tobacco-boxesy and other trifling 
remembrances of former friendfhipy by the D^ anV 
willy did not choofe publicly to avow principleSy 
ihat bad marred their friend* s promotiony and 
might probc^lyput a ft op to" theirs: thereforiy 
they gave the inquifitive world to underftandy that' 

there 
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I 

there was finteibit^ toofireng againfi manj great 
men^ as well as the fucceeding fyfiem of public 
affairs in general^ in the Dean V Hifiery of thp 
four lafl years cf the Queen'j Reign^ to admit 
cf a publication f in our times: and^ with this poor 
injhmationj excufed themfelvesy and^fatisfied the 
weaUf welUaffe^edy in fuppreffing the manifejtd" 
tion of difpleafing truths j of howev& great im- 
portance to ficiety. 

This manufcript has mw fallen into the bands 
ofamauy who never could affbdate with^ or even 
approve any of the parties orfoBions^ that have 
differ enthf diftra£ted^ it might be f aid difgraced^ 
thefe Hngdms^ beca^fe^ he has as yet known 
rnney wbofe motives or rules of oBion were truth 
.and the pubUe good alone \ of one^ who judges^ 
that perjured magiffrates of all denominations^ 
and their moft exalted minions^ may be expofed^ 
\deprimdy or cut off y by the fundankntal laws of 
his country i and whoj upon thefe principles^ froin 
his hearty approves y and glories in^ the virtues of 
bis predec^ors^ who revived the truefpirit of the 
JBritifh /^/ir/y, in laying qftde a prieft-riddeny an 
hen-pecked^ tyrannical tooly who bad overturned 
the political cotifiitutioH of bis country y and in re^ 
ir^tuting the dijolved body politicy by a Revolu;^ 

A 4 tion^ 
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trains as the pHlymeam'tf^prferving Ae^ahtral 
mtd fe^/, ^ chUl Mdre^cm Hbtrtm "^ -ife 

Truths in this matCs effmation^ can Jiuft no 
gopicaufe. AndJaTfebvod 'af0 fraiid^ inrdi^hn 
and politics, are xver ig hi ieteSkd, to ie ex- 
ploded. 

Ifffinuationsy that this Hijiory contained jfome^ 
4hing injuritms ta the prefint tj^aif^bmenty -and 
^hertfifre veeeffmy to %e fiippreJfeS, fervt ^t& 
the pufpef&s Df wtfidkeh^ 'in/^ousfnal^etrntents^ 
4han the realfu^licatim cm. Andy jf^ef^ fhit^ 
'^i»ere -hj this (ft -^ny other Wft&ry f9 ^ Jbe»n 
^JS^ntiutfy ierronHUs ^ 6Ur politics i ^d^, ^mNt 
4f(Uls him/elf ^a^Hrhsoiij can ke ^med fifd^^n^im^ 
pmsjlave, ^ u c^neeal ^fbe ^jk^tOli^ emit 
Wbe e^tcr^of this wn4c Sfdaim attd Mvrs Jjbe 
fir^le 4hoi^ht % and m/k^ to^Uve nalongsr, tba». 
^ da^^to shifty jpe(A, v)rAte, and, m uU^fbings, 
WufSwsrfiyof^a^Bfimx* 

From this regard to truth and to "his country^ 
the * editor of this Hiftbry was glad of an oppor- 
tunity of r ef cuing fuch a writing from thofe v)ho 
meant to fiipprefs it : the common caufe, in bis 
'ijiimation, required umd demanded it fhould .be 

done ^9 



itar^9M»pvy ^M n^tji^erve ^ ^Mfftf that ias 

mgis4nmy yet ie solM lkffW9e 0r ,ii/prow 4le 

4^^ m%o^Nfotntn ianmjatim^ v^d^ ^ tbere^ 

^ :the ^qmifikn^ Md judge Hh SaAwtA. 

The editor wmid n&t A? "Avugbi to jttfiify the 
-m»l»T^f ^s fi^vyy, in ^S fcimsy ^ even to 
Mtmft Ho 4fCfkpt im <f ^Mhecmmg frefudicos 
^ndjpattht^: WiAma im^ Aeeplyverjhd in 
J^ory^rfpOtics \ ie€^fiehismthsiri inmafff 
^ig^kmc0&^ Mnded'with ^wHs^ 4iM M^raee the 
-Ufiman^ and Mending mti fibrajk^ nimtby of a 
Cc!£ir oTi^CiQtvOy e;i^ffiom mot 4o he jufi^ed 
4y 4fii^ji n^^fi^ ^ s^^mon fimfe % yet think iim 
^ m0 poworfid orator^ ^nds gr^oai h^orian. 

Ho ^f^Judiced peifon wiH hlame the De an, 
j^ doing ail that is-confiftent^witb truth and de^ 

^nfHcy to vindicate the government of the Queen, 

and 



X ADVERTISEMENT. 

end to tkculpate the ctmduS of her mn^ers and 
ker UJi General i aU good mm woidd rejme at 
fucb a vindication. Buty if be meant no more 
than tbisy bis work would ill deferve tbe title of 
an Ififtory. tbat be generally tells trutbsy and 
founds bis mojl material ajfertions uponfaSsy will, 
I think y he found very evident. But there is room 
to fufpeSli that while he tells no mere than the 
trutby he does not tell the whole truth. However^ 
be makes it very clear that tbe Que en V aUiesy ef- 
fecially our worthy friends the Dutch, were much 
to blame for tbe now generally condemned eonduS of 
tbe Queen, with regard to tbe profecution of tbe 
war and the bringing about tbe peace. 

7be author^ s drawings of characters are con^ 
fejfedly partial : for he tells us openly y i^. lo. he 
means not to give char alter s intirCy but fucb parts 
of edch marf s particular pafBons, acquirements, 
and habits, as he was mod: likely to transfer into 
his political fchemes. What writingy what fen- 
tenccy what cbaraSer can ftand this torture f-^-'^ 
What eictjreme perverjion may noty let me fay y does 
noty this produce /— -Tet thus does he cboofe to 
treat all men that were not favorers of the hteS: 
meafuresoftheQvEtK'y when the heft that has been 

faid 
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fdd far berijbewsm mere than tbatjbewashliad^ 
folded and held in leading-ftrings iy ber mi- 
nifters. 

He does not fpare a num^ ctmfeffed iy all the 
world to have d^cbarged tbe dutks of bis funSian 
like a foldiery like an bero. But cbarges Prince 
Eucen:^ vntb raifing and keeping up a moji hr- 
ribk moiy witb intent to affaffinc^e Harley. For 
all wbicb odious cbarges^ be offers not one indir 
mdual point of proof; 

He is not content witb laying open again tbe 
many faults already publicly proved upon tbe late 
Duke of Marlborough, but infinuates a new 
crimcy by feetfling to attempt to acquit bim of af 
piring at tbe tbrone. But tbis is done in a man- 

4 

ner peculiar to this autbor. 

On tbe otber bandy be extols tbe ndnifters and 
minionS:of tbe Queen in tbe bigbejl terms \ and 
wbik be robs tbeir antagonifts of every good qua^ 
lity^ generally gives tbofe wifdom and every virtue 
tbat can adorn buman nature. 
. He is not afhamed to attempt to juftify^ what 
all tbinking good men fnuft condemn^ tbe Que en V 
making twelve peers at oncCy to ferve a particular 
turn. . 

/iU tbefe may, be afcriied to tbe ftrengtb of bis 
paffionSy and to tbe prejudices^ early imbibedy in 

favor 
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jm9r of biiindMlgtiU K^m(/hr^ qnH^ foi^^ 
wriHs and firvtmu^ ^ke juimim mU M 

ihrougb the elegant cloathingy and difpqffwiaieh^ 
tonjider theft as mr^ iaman m^t^ Mntbieb. na 
mdUinfprmei mmijcak afitf^ 'fM idttot^ tkmla 
Umfelf botfnd io^frctefi agaktfi tbem. 

He pufkes it few laffes M ti^s fitierJUe^ wtb$at 
%ting ax ihar as an impartial hifiman ^oM 
^mfe t$ appear^ He, 99^ tbak hints at tia 
QuEEN^j difpleafure at it*s being mavsd infar^ 
Sameut^ that the Prince EhucroKjhmtld iein^ 
vised to r^fide in England^ to wkofi cfC9U9 Jka 
was h^ iaw desired Pr^fimptive Hsir. Rut is 
always openupm the QctsbjsiV it^iHg pnike 
PretcadcrV ieii^ fentout ofFttBCt.^-Itvjea^, 
to fie horn incompatible thefe things afpeair : 
Nothing could tend more to fecure the Hanover 
fkccefion^ and to inlarge ifs benefits to Britaia^ 
than the bringing ever the fuca^^ who Jbould^ 
in every, country^ be well infiruSed in the langisagey 
€uflofnSy manners^ religion and laws of bis future 
fiiljeSlSy before be comes to bold the reins of go- 
vernment, Atd^ our author does not take the 
proper care to inform us how far . the French 
thought fit to comply with banijbing thePretendet 
their dominions j fi'nce manf fiitt Uve in doubty 

that 



fffot if hi iMS finf-miijrf Fnncc^ he-w^fint info 

^Oirfii ttp ffiofify Jidnififd^ S9 suknii ^4ny apohgy^ 
cf a^ paUiaUvfL^ > It it n^i i9 h fupp&Jidy shot 
he ieur igmfunt ^4inj word in the EngU0i Uah- 

rant -^ tb§ ^if^^^g ^ ^ ward^ which had it ieeM 
ewr fd dmbtfuiMJp^ i^od a ^^tuinmeamng im^ 
ptgtd, ufvn it ^ tkn UHfbmty of parliamnt^ of 
wbitb mfin^kJid^o£i oM ii igmrant. 

- NofwitJ^ftiing ^rii^^obireJDut mtb^ 
of the late King Jaiqes^ be Mik Uti iif 9Miicat»4 
K»e^, mtd^fiva tkif^me ^ the t even to bis fa- 
Wiifyi ^^^ tJm we<ik, ill-advifid^ and iUfate4 
ft^e^ in e^ery fmfe of the %t^rd^ with Romans 
4mi EB^ifh, ^d to aU intents and furpofes^ ab* 
dicated ; .^ <a^ ke^ in no fenfe he called abdi* 
cated .; unl^s the feople^s tufferJing their rigits^ 
(md defending theefifehes againfi a hiagy who broke 
his fompaS wUk bisJubjeSs^ and overturned their 
gavrmmntyCfm ie called abdication in themi 
wbieb no man in iii ftnfis can he hardy enough tQ 
fupport upon any principle of reafon or the laws 
of England. Let the reader judge which this is 
^Jl likely to be^ error or deftgn. 

"Tbefe: 
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• ^befe ex€€pHons^ the editor thought Bimfilf. 
bound to make tofome parts of this work^ to keep, 
clear of the Mfagreeabk haput^ions of. being of a 
party^of whatjhever denominatimj in oppojition tO" 
truth and the right i and liberties of the fubjeSl. . 

Ithefe laiddjide^ the work will be found to have 
many beauties^ many excellencies. Some have of 
late affeSled to depreciate this Hifloryy from an 
tnftnuationymade onlyfince the author^ s death. \t4 
i»it^ that he was never admitted tr^ the fecrets, 
of the adminiftration^ but made fo believe he was: 
a confident J only: tor engage him, in the lift qf the 
minifimal writers if that reign. / . . 

^he falfehood of this will readily appear upon 
perufal of the work. This Jheios he knew the 
mofi fecret fprlngs of every movement in thewhoh 
complicated machine. That he ftates faSs^ to0 
well known to be contefiedy in elegant fmplicity^ 
and reafons upon them with the talents of the 
greateji hiftorian. And thus makes an hifiory^ 
compofed rather of negotiations than aSionSy moft 
entertaining^ affeSting and interefitng^ inftead of 
being J as might be expeffed^heavyy dull and dif* 
fgr^eabkf 

♦ ■ 
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It is now fit to apolo0t for fom errorsy which 
the judicious muft difcover upon a perufal of this 
work. It is for this^ among other reafons much to 
be lamented, that this Hifiory was not publified 
under the author^ s own infpeffion. It is next to 
impojftble to copy or print artf work without faults^ 
and mojifoy where the author's eye is wanting. 

It is not to be imagined^ that even our author^ 
however accurate^ however greats wasyetfiriitfy 
andperfeSlly correal in his writings. Tet^ where 
fomefeemng inaccuracies inJRle or exprejfion bme 
keen difioveredi the deference due to the author 
made any alteration too prefumptuous a tmkfor 
the editor, fhefe are therefore left to the am^idr 
ing hand of every fenfibk and polite read&^t^hik 
the editor hopes itwiUfuffice^ that he Jhould poitU 
out fome of thofe errors which are to be afcribed 
other to tranfcribers or the prefsj and which nk^, 
be reSifUd in the manner folhw^ng^ in readies 
tbework^ 



Page Line 

4, 23. Dele a, before miniftrjr, 

9^ 1 5. InOead of wbertof^ r4d tbenoff Vfhici* 

Vlf ii» Vclt wbick are, 

%%f 19. For makes f r. maJt^ 
46, 9. For are, r. were, 
6iy 4^. Aftstcottrfe,9iiAoffu€cefs, 
^00, 7. After Britain, add 4nd France^ 

102, 1^, ASitx all,9AAJu€b. 
}0^ 5, fixyeur, r, tkeir^ 

|0»f 
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Fagf Xone 
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15. After mcfif^fayiaA nagpt* 
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358; 12, Aftep/zrfiry aiiJK * 
368^ ti. After /*iV» t4dj^. 
373j xS. Dde 0t^^'B6lbfe/«rA«iM«iw 



like em-iXim^ wti<b ii» edi$Sr might bav^ 
cvcrlookedj it is bo fed this work will he fmnA 
compleatly corrtH. 
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BOOK L 

Propel to give the publick an ac-^ 
count of the moid important affairs 
at homC) during the laft fcffion of 
parliament, as well as of our hcgocia^ 
tions of peace abroad, not only during 
that period, but ibme time before and 
fince. I fhall rdate the chief mat- 
ters tranfa£ted by both houfes in that 
feflion, and difcover 4he defigns t:arried 

B on 






2 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 

on by the heads of a difcontentcd partjr, 
not only againft the miniftry, bat in.fome 
manner againft the crown itfelf : I like- 
wife (hall ftate the debts of the nation, 
(hew by what mifmanagement and to 
ferve what purpofes thfey were at firft con>- 
tradled, by what negligence or corruption- 
they have fo prodigioufly grown, and what 
methods have (ince been taken to provide 
not only for their payment, but to pre- 
vent the like mifchief for the fame to 
come. Although, in an age like ours, I 
can expedt very few impartial readers, 
yet I (hall .ftridtly follow truth, or what 
reafonably appeared to me to be fuch, 
after the moft impartial inquiries I could 
make, and the beft opportunities of , being 
. informed by thofe who were the principal 
a<3:ors or advifers. 

Neither (hall I mingle panegyriek jSt 

fatire with ; an hiftory intenf^^ to inform 

pcfterityi as well as to inilrudl thofe of 

the prefent age, whq m^y be ignorant or 

2 . miil^d ; 
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milled j fince fa<Ssj truly related, are the 
beft applaufes, or moft lafting reproaches; 
Difcourfes upon fubjedts relating to the 
publick, ufually feem to be calculated foi* 

• London only, and fome few miles about 
it ; while the authors fuppofe their readers 
to be informed of feveral particulars, to 
which thofe that live remote are^ for the 
gejuemUty, utter ftrangersi Moft people 
vilm Sequent this town acquire a fort of 
fmaltering (fuch as it is), which qualifies? 
them for reading a pamphlet, and finding 

■ out whatis: mje;aat by inuendoes or hints 
at fafts or,p€rfons, initial letters of names, 
wherein gentlemen ; at a diftance, al- 
though perhaps of much better under^ 
ftandingSj are wholly in the dark : where- 
fore, that thefe memoirs may be rendered 
.more generally intelligible and ufeful, it 
Vill be convenient to give the reader a 
ihort view of the ftate and difpofition of 
affairs, when the laft feflion of parliament 
began; and becatife the party-leaders, 
who had loft their power and pl^ces^^ 

B a were^ 
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were, upon that jandture, employing all 
their engines in an attempt to re-eftablifll 
themfelves, I fhall venture one ftep fur- 
ther, and reprefcnt fo much of their cha- 
rafters as may be fuppofed to have in- 
fluenced their politics. 

On the feventh day 6f December ^ 6rie 
thoufand feven hundred and eleven, began 
the fecond feffion of parliament. It wa$ 
now above a year fince the Queen had 
thought fit to put the great offices of ifete, 
and of her own hoiifhold, into other 
hands: however, diree of the difcon- 
tented lords were ftill in poffeffion of their 
places ; for the Duke of Marlborough 
continued general, the.Duke of Somer- 
set mailer of the horfe, and the Earl of 
Cholmondelv tfeafurer of her Mijefly's 
houffiold : likewife gf6iat numbers df thtf ^ 
fame party ftill kept employmetits of ^vtilue 
and itnportance, which had not been 
ufual of late yeafs, upon any changiss of 
a miniftry. The Queen, who judged the 
teniper of her people by this houfe of. 

com- 
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comcDons, which- a, landed iotered had 

freely choicn, found ihcm very delirous 

of a fecure and honourable peace, and 

difpofcd to leave the nianagement of it to 

her own wifdom, and that of her own 

council : ihe had therefore, feveral months 

before the feflion began, fent to inform 

the Statcsi General of fomc overtures which 

had been made her by the enemy -, and 

during that Summer her Majefty* took 

federal farther ftcps in that great affair, 

until ^t length) after many difficulties, a 

congref^ at XJirecla for a general peace was 

agreed upon ^ the whole proceedings of 

which prc^vious negociations, between our 

court and that of Franc^y I ihall, in it| 

» • 

pr9per place, very particularly relate. 

The fia^ion w#^ ^Iregdy upon a better 
foot, vfith refpc(£): to its debts s for the 
Ipjfirl of OXFORD, 4pr4 tre^urer, had, . in 
the preceding iefiion,propofed and effeded 
W*y8 and ine^ns in the houfc of com- 
mons (where he wa? then a member), for 
{ifovidiflg. a pstfUamentary fund to clear 

B3 ttc 
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the heavy arrear of ten millions (whereof 
the greateft part lay upon the navy), 
without any new burthen (at leaft after a. 
very few years) to the kingdom j and at 
the fame time he took care to prevent 
farther incumbrances upon that article, 
by finding ready money for naval provi-? 
lions, which hath faved the public fome- 
what more than cent, per cent, in that 
mighty branch of our expences. 

The clergy were altogether in the in- 
terefts and th? meafures of the prefent 
miniftry, which had appeared fo boldly 
in their defence, . during a profecutioxi 
againft one of their members, where the 
whole Sacred Order was underftood to be 
concerned. The zeal fliewn for that moft 
religious bill, to fettle a fund for building 
fifty new churches in and about the city 
oi Lcndon, was a frefh obligation; and 
they were farther highly gratified, by her 
Majefty's chufing one of their body to.bq 
a great officer of ftate % 

*■: Dr. RoBiNSOM> lord bifhop ^Brift^ to be lord prurir-; 
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By this time likewife all difputcs about 
thcfe principles, which ufed originally to 
divide Whig alid Tory, were wholly 
dropped s and thofe f^ntaftical words 
ought in juftice to have been fo too, pro- 
vided we could have found out more 
convenient names, whereby to diftinguiih 
lovers of peace from lovers of war j or 
thofe who would leave her Majcfty fome 
degree of freedom in the choice of her 
minifters, from others who could not be 
fktisfied with her chufing any, except fuch 
as (he was moft averfe from : but where 
a nation is once divided, intereft and ani- 
mofity will k^ep open the breach, with- 
out being fupported by any other prin- 
ciples; or, at worft, a body of difcon- 
tented people can change, and take up 
what principles they pleafe. 

As to the difpofition of the oppofite 
party, we all remember, that the removal 
of the laft miniftry was brought about by 
feveral degrees ; through which means 
H happened, that they and their friends 

B 4 vrer^ 
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were hardly recovered out of one afloDifh^ 
ment, before they fell into another. This . 
fcene lailed for fome months^ and wa& 
followed by a period of rage and de^)air^ 
natural to thoie who relied: that they have 
loft a fecure game by their own raflinefe, 
folly, and want of common manage*^ 
ment ; when at the fiime time they knew, 
by experience, that a watchful and dex- 
terous adverfary lay ready to take thc^ 
advantage. However, feme time before 
the feilion, the heads of that party began 
%o recolle€k themi«lve&, and rally th^iiF 
forces, Uke an enemy who hatjh beea 
beaten out of the field, but finds he is not 
purfued 5 for although the chiefe of this 
faction were thought to have but little 
cfteem or friendihip for each other, yet 
they perfectly agreed in one general end, 
of diffarefling, by all pofiible naethods, 
the new adminiftration ; wherein if they 
could fucceed, fo far as to put the Queen 
under at^y great neceffity, another parlia* 
ment muft be called^ and perhaps the 

power 
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power devolve again into their own 
hands. 

The ^e and event of that grand coa* 
federacy appearing in both houfes, al- 
though under a different forrn^ upon the 
very firft day the parliament met, I can- 
not better begin the relation of affairs, 
commencing firom that period, than by a 
diorough detedbion of the whole intrigue, , 
carried on with the greatef): privacy and 
application, which muf): be acknowledged 
to have, for feveral days, difconccrted 
fome of the miniflry, as weH as difpirited 
their friends ; and the confequences 
whereof have, in reality, been fo very 
pernicious to the kingdom. 

But becaufe the principal leaders in this 
defign are the fame perfbns to whom^ 
fince the lofs of their power, all the op*- 
pofkion has been owing, which the court 
received either in treaties abroad, or the 
adminiflration at home; it may not be 
improper to defcribe thofe qualities in 
each of them, which few of the^r admi^ 

rers 
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rcrs will deny, and which appear chiefly 
to have influenced them in adling their 
fcvcral parts upon the publick flage ; fof I 
do not intend. to draw meir charajfters in- 
tire, which would be tedious, and little 
to the purpofe; but fhall only fingle out 
thofe paflions, acquirements, and habits, 
which the owners were mofl likely to 
transfer into their political fchemes, and 
which Were mofl fubfervient to the de- 
figns they Teemed to have in view. 

The Lord Sommers may very de- 
fervedly be reputed the head and oracle 
of that party: he hath raifed himfelf, by 
the concurrence of many circumftances, 
to the greateft employments of the ftate, 
without the leafl fupport from birth or 
fortune: he hath conftantly, and with 
great, fteadinefs, cultivated thofe prin- 
ciples under which he grew. That acci- 
dent, which firft produced him into the 
world, of pleading for the bifhops, whom 
King James had fent to the Tower, 
might have proved a piece of merit as 

honour. 
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honourable as it was fortunate ; but the 
old republican fpirit, which the Revblu- 
tlon had reftored, began to teach other 
leffons; that fince we had accepted a 
new king from a calviniftical com- 
monwealth, we muft alfo admit new 
maxims in religion and government: 
but fince the nobility and gentry would 
probably adhere to the eftablifhed church, 
and to the rights of monarchy as delivered 
down from their anceftors ; it was the 
praiftice of thofe politicians to introduce 
fuch men as were perfe<flly indifferent to 
any or no religion, and who were not 
likely to inherit much loyalty from thofc 
tp whom they owed their birth. Of this 
number was the perfon I am now defcrib- 
iftg. I have hardly known any man with 
taleqts more proper to acquire and pre- 
fcrve the favour of a prince, never offend- 
ing in word or gefturc, which are in the 
higheft degree courteous; and complaifant, 
wherein he fet an excellent example to 
his colleagues, which th?y did not think; 

fit 
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£t to follow ; but this extreme civiliQr i« 
Bniverfal and undiflingoifhed, and in pri-^ 
vate converfation, where he obferveth it 
as 'inviolably as if he were in the great^it 
a£fembly, it is fometimes Cenfured as for- 
mal : two reafons are aifigned for this be- 
haviour ; firft, from the confcioufnefs of 
his homble original, he keepeth all fami- 
liarity at the utmoft diftance, which other- 
wife might be apt to intrude ; the fecond^ 
l^at being fenfible how ful^e€): he is to 
vioknt pafI]ions^ he avoideth all incite- 
ments to them, by teaching thofe he con- 
verfes with, from his own example^ to 
keep a great way within the bounds of 
decency and refpe<3: ; and it is, indeed, 
true, that no man is more apt to take fire 
upon the leaft appearance of provocation, 
which temper he ftrives to fubdue with the 
utmoft violence upon himfelf : fo that his 
J, bfeaft has been ittn to heave, and his eyes 
to (parkle with rage in thofe very moments, 
when his words, and the cadence of his 
voice, were in the humbleft and fofteil 

manner ; 
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Ynanner ; perhaps that force upon his naturd, 
liiay caufe that infatiablc love of revenge, 
which his detractors lay to bis charge, whi» 
iDonfeqaendy reckon diflimulation alXK>ng 
his chief perfedions. Avarice he hatk 
ttone ; At\d his ambition is gratified, hf 
being the ulicontelled head of his p^ty: 
With an excellent underilanding, adorned 
by all &e politfe parts of learning, he hath 
very little tafte for coriverfation, to which^ 
he prefers the pleafure of reading and 
thinking ; and in the intervals of his tim* 
amufeth himfelf with an illiterate chap«- 
hin, an humUe companion, or a favourite 
fervant. 

Thefe are fome few diftinguifliing 
marks in the tiharadier of that peribii 
who now prefideth over the difcontented 
party j although he be not anfwerable for 
all their miftakes ; and if his precepts 
had been more ftridly followed, perhaps 
their power would not hilve been fb eafily 
Ihaken. I have been aflured, and heard 
him profefs^ that he was againft engaging 

in 
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in that fooliih prpfecution of Dr* S ache* 
VEREL, as what he forefaw was likely to 
end in their ruin ; that he blamed the 
rough demeanour of fome perfons to the 
Queen> as a great failure in prudence i 
and. that when it appeared^; her majefty 
was firmly refol ved upon a treaty of peace^ 
he advifed his friends not to oppofe it in its 
progrefs, but find fault with it after . it 
was made, which would be a copy of the 
like ufage themfelves had met with after 
the treaty of Ryfwick ; and the fafcft, as 
well as the mpft probable way of dis- 
gracing the promoters and advifers. I have 
been the larger in reprefenting to the rea* 
der fome idea of this extraordinary ge-' 
nius, becaufe whatever attempt hath hi- 
therto been made with any appearance of 
condufl:, or probability of fuccefs to reftorc 
the dominion of that party, was infalli- 
bly^ contrived by him s and I prophecy the 
fame for the future as long as his age and 
infirmities yvill leave him capable of bu- 
finefs. 

The 
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The Duke of Marlborough's charac- 
ter hath been fo varioufly drawn, and is 
indeed of fo mixed a nature in itfclf, that 
it is hard to pronounce dn either fide with- 
out the fu(picion of flattery or detraction. 
I (hall fay nothing of his military accom- 
plifhments, which the oppofite reports of 
his friends and enemies among the foldiers 
have rendered problematical : but if he be 
among thofe who delight in war, it is agreed 
to be, not for the reafons common with 
other generals. Thofe maligners who deny 
him perfonal valour, feem not to confider^ 
that this accufation is charged at 2i venture; 
fince the perfon of a wife general is too 
feldom expofed to form any judgment in 
the matter: and that fear, which is faid 
to have iometimes difconcerted him before 
an action, might probably be more for his 
army than for himfelf. He was bred in the 
height of what is called the Tory princi- 
pie, and continued with a ftrong biafs 
that way, till the other party had bid 
higher for him than his friends could af- 
ford 
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ford to give. His want of literature is in 
&me fort fupplied by a good undeiiland* 
ing, a degree of natural elocution, and 
that knowledge of the world which is 
Jkarned in armies and courts. We are not 
to tal&e the height of his aciabbltion from his 
ibiiciting to be General for life : I am per-* 
fuaded his chief motive was the pay and 
|)erquifites, by continuing thewatj and that 
be had then no intentions of fettling the 
crown in his family, his only foa hating 
Iseen dead fome years before. He is noted 
to be mafl^r of great temper, able to gO'^ 
van or very well to.difguife his pafik>ns, 
which are all melted down or ex^nguiifhed 
in his love of wealth. That liberality which 
nature has denied hkn^ with nSped: of 
money, he makes up by a great profafion of 
promifes 5 but this perfection, fo necef{ary 
in courts, is not very fuccefsful in cimpd 
among foldiers, who are not rdined enough 
to underftand or to relifli it. 

His wife the Dutchefs may juftly chal- 
lenge her place in this lift. It is to her 
4 the 
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the Duke is chiefly indebted for his great- 
nefs and his fall ; for above twenty years^ 
Jhe pofl^efled, without a rival, the favours of 
the mofi indulgent niiftrefs in the world, 
nor ever miflcd one fingle opportunity that 
fell in her vvay of improving it to her own 
advantage. She hath preferved a tolerable 
court-reputation, with refpedt to love and 
gallantry j but three furies reigned in her 
breaft, tlie rtofl mortal enemies of all 
fofter paflions, which were fordid avarice, 
difdainful pride, and ungovernable r^ge ; 
by the laft of thefe often breaking out in 
fallies of the moft unpardonable fort, fhe 
had long alienated her fovereign's mind, 
before it appeared to the world. This 
kdy is not without fome degree of wit, 
and hath in her time affcfted the charadt^r 
of it,* by the ufual method of arguing 
^gainft religion, and proving the- dodtrines 
of Chriftianity to be impoflible and ab- 
furd. Imagine what fuch a fpirit, irritated 
by the lofs of power, favour, and em- 

C ployment, 
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ploynfient, is capable of afting or attempt- 
ing, and then I have faid enough. 

The next in order to be mentioned is 
the Earl of Godolphint: it is faid, he was 
originally intended for a trade, before hij 
friends preferred him to be ^ page at 
court, which fome have very unjuftly ob- 
]ed:ed as a reproach. He hath rifen gra- 
dually in four reigns, and was more con- 
ftant to his fecond mafter King James^ 
than fome others who had received Qiuch 
greater obligations j for he attended the 
abdicated Kbg to the fearfi4e, and kept 
conftant correfpondence with him till the 
day of his death. He always profefTed ai 
fort of gaffion for the Queen at St. Ger-^ 
mains ; and his letters were to her in the 
ftyle of what the French call double-en- 
tendre. In a mixture of love and refpedt. 
Tie ufed frequently to fend her from hence, 
little prefents of tliofe things which arc 
agreeable to Ladies, for which he always 
afked King William's leave, as if with- 
out 
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out her privity ; becaufe if fhe had known 
that circumftance, it was to be fuppofed 
fhe would not accept them. Phyfiogno- 
mifts would hardly difcover, by confult- 
ing the afpefl: of this lord, that his predo- 
minant paffions were love and play ; that 
he could fometimes fcratch out a fong in 
praife of his miftrefs with a pencil and 
card ; or that he hath tears at command, 
like a wortiian, to be ufcd either in an in- 
trigue of gallantry, or politicks. His alli- 
ance with the Marlborough family, and 
his pafTion for the Dutchefs, were the cords 
which dragged him into a party, whofe 
principles he naturally difliked, and whofe 
leaders he perfonally hated, as they did 
him. He becaqie a thorough convert, by 
a perfect trifle, taking fire at a nick-name* 
delivered by Dr. Sacheverel, with great 
indifcretion from the pulpit, which he ap- 
plied to himfelf : and this is one, among 
many inflances given by his enemies, that 
magnanimity is none of his virtues. 

• Volponc. 

C 2 The 
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The Earl of Sunderland is another of 
that alliance. It feems to have been this 
gentleman's fortune to have learned his di- 
vinity from his uncle, and his politicks from 
his tutor -f-. It may be thought a blemifh 
in his characfter, that he hath much fallen 
from the height of thofe republican prin- 
ciples vv^ith which he began ; for in his 
father's life-time, vrhile he was a member 
of the houfe of commons, he would 
often among his familiar friends refufe the 
title of Lord (as he hath done to myfelf), 
fwear he would never be called otherwife 
than Charles Spencer, apd hoped to 
fee the day when there fhould not- be a 
peer in England. His underftanding, at 
the beft, is of the middling fize -, neither 
hath he much improved it, cither in rea-^ 
lity, or, which is very unfortunate, even 
in the opinion of the world, by an over- 
grown library. It is hard to decide, whe- 
ther he learned that rough way of treating 
his fovereign from the lady he is allied 

t Dr. Trimnel, iincc Bifhop of Winton. 

to. 
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to, or whether it be the rcfult of his own 
nature. The fenfe of the injuries he hath 
. done, renders him (as it is very natural) 
implacable towards thofe to whom he hath 
given greateft caufe to complain ; for 
which reafon he will never forgive cither 
the Queen or the prefent Treafurer. 

The Earl of Wharton hath filled the 
province allotted hini by his colleagues, 
with fufBciency equal to the ableft of 
them all. He hath imbibed his father's J 
principles in government, but dropt his 
religion, and took up no other in its ftead : 
excepting that circumftance, he is a firm 
Prefbjterian. He is perfedtly fkilled in 
all the arts of managing at eleftions, as 
well as in large baits of pleafure for rhaking 
converts of young men of quality, upon 
their firft appearance ; in which publick 
fervice he cdntrafted fuch large debts, that 
his brethren were forced, out of" mere 
juftice, to leave Ireland at his mercy, 
where he had only time to fet himfelf 

% The Earl, his father, was a ri^d Prcfbyterian. 

C 3 right. 
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right. Although the graver heads of hl§ 
party think him too profligate and aban-. 
doned, yet they dare not be afliamed of 
him ; for befides his talents above-men-« 
tioned, he is very ufeful in parliaitoent, be-» 
ing a ready fpeaker, and content to em-f 
ploy his gift upon fuch occafions where 
thofe who conceive they have any re-, 
mainder of reputation or ipodefty are ' 
afhamed, to appear. In (hort, he is an un- 
conteftable inftance to difcover the true 
nature of faction ; fince being over-run 
with every quality which produceth con- 
tempt and hatred in all other conimerce 
of the world, he - hath notwithftandin^ 
been able to make fo conGd?rable a figure, 
• The Lord Cowper, although his me-^ 
rits are later than the reft, deferveth a 
rank in this great council. He was con-^ 
fiderable iri the ftation of a praftifing law-^ 
yer s but as he w^s raifed to be a .chan-» 
cellor and a peer, without paffiqg through 
^ny of the intermediate fteps, which in 
Jate times hath been the conftant pra^ice, 

and 
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and little fkilled in the nature of govcrn- 
mentj or the true interefts of princes, fur- 
ther than the municipal or comtnon law 
of England 3 his abilities, as to foreign af- 
fairs, did not equally appear in the coun- 
cil/ Some former paffages of his life were 
thought to difqualify him for that office, 
by which he was to be the guardian of 
the Queen s confcience 5 but thefe diffi- 
culties were eafily over-ruled by the au- 
thors of his promotion, who wanted a per- 
fon fhat Would be fubfervient to all their 
defigh^, wherein they were not difap- 
pointed. As to his other accomplifh- 
ments, he . was W^hat we ufually call a 
piece of a fcholar, and a good logical rea- 
foner, if this were not. too often zW^ytd 
by a fallacious way of managing an argu- 
laienf, which makes hinl apt to deceive 
the unwary, and foinetimes to deceive 
himfelf. . 

The la(t t6 be fpdken of in this lift is 
thi^Earl of Nottingham, a convert and 
aGquifitlort t& that party fince their fell, to 

C 4 , which 
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which he contributed his affiflance, I mean 
his woi:ds, and probably his wifhcs ; for 
he had always lived under the conftant 
vifible profeflion of principles, diredlly op-^ 
p6fitc to thofe of his new friends : his 
vehement and frequent ipeeches againft 
adnutting the Prince of Orange to the 
throne, are yet to be feen -, and although 
a numerous family gave a fp^cious pre- 
tence to his love of power and money, for 
taking an employment under that mo^ 
narch ; yet he was allowed to have al- 
ways kept a referve of allegiance to his 
exiled mafter, of which his friends pro- 
duce feveral inftances^ and fopie while he 
was fecretaiy of ftatc to King William. 
His outward regularity of life, his appcar*- 
^nce of religion, and feeming zeal for (he 
church, as they are an efFeft, fo t^ey are 
the excufe for that ftifFqefs apd formality 
with which his nature is fraught. Hisi 
aduft complexion difpofeth him to rigour 
and feverity, which his admirers palliate 
with the name of zeal. No man had 
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ever a fincerer countenance, or more 
truly reprefenting his mind and man- 
ners. He ^ hath fomc knowledge in the 
law, very amply fufficient to defend 
bis property at leaft : a facility of utter- 
ance, defcended to him from his father, 
and improved by a few fprinklings of 
literature^ hath brought himfelf, and fome. 
few admirers, into an opinion of his elo- 
quence. He is every way inferior to his 
brother Guernsey, but chiefly in thofc 
talents which he moft value? and pretends 
tp ; over, whom, neverthelefs, he pre- 
ferveth au afcendgmt. His great ambi- 
tion was to be the head of thofe who 
were called the Church-party ; and> in- 
deed, his grave folemn deportment ^d- 
countenance, feeonded by abundance of 
profeffions for their fervice, had given 
many of them an opinion of his veracity, 
which he interpreted as their fenfe of his 
judgment and wifdom ; and this miftakc 
lifted till the time of his defedion, of 
which it was partly the caufe : but. then 

It 
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it plainly appeared, that he had not credit 
to bring over one fingle profel3rte, to keep 
hinfifclf in countenance. 

Thefe lineaments, however impef fe£My 
drawn, may help the reader's imagination 
to conceive what fort of perfons thofe 
were, who had the boldnefe to encounter 
the Qa?^^ ^^^ miniftry, at the head of a 
great majority of the landed intereft^ and 
this upon a point, where the quiet of her 
Majcfty's reign, the fecurity, or at leaft 
the freed o mi of her pcrfori, the lives of 
her moft faithful friends, and the fettling 
of the nation by a peace, were, in the con- 
fequences,- deeply concerned. 

During the dominion of the late men 
in power, addrefTes had been procured 
from both houfes to the Queen, reprefent- 
ing their opinion, that no peace could be 
fecure for J^ritain, while Spain or the 
Wejl-Jndies remained in the poflefEon of 
the Bourbon family : but her Majefly 
having, for reafons which have been often* 
told to the world, and which will not 

foon 
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(bqjpL her fqfgqtfcen, caHed a new parlia-^ 
jnent, and qhofe a new fet of fervants, 
^eg^n to view things and perfons in an-^ 
p^hpy light. Sb^ cgnfid^f ed the neceffi- 
ties of hef people, iM diftant profpeft of 
a peacp upon fuch an improbable condi-* 
tion, whicb was never mentioned or un- 
de^rflood in the gran^ alliance ; the un^ 
equal burthen (he boire in th^ war, by 
the practices of the allies qpon the cor-* 
jqption of fon^e whom (he moft trufted> 
Of perhaps by tl^e practices of thefe upoa 
the i^lliesi; and, laftly, by the cJhangcs 
^hich death had brought about in the 
• AusTRiAji and, Bourbon families. Upoa 
1^ whifh motives flie was prevailed upon 
to. receive fome overtures from France^ in 
behalf of berfelf and the whole confede-^ 
jcacy. The feveral fleps of this negocia-^ 
tjion, from ifis firft rife to the tinac I an* 
now writing:^ (hall be related in another 
part of rfik Hiftory. Let it fuffice for the 
prftfenttofiiy, diat fuch propofals were 
received frorn France as were thought 

fulfil 
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fufficicnt by our court whereupon to ap- 
point time and place for a general treaty ; 
and foon after the opening of the fefliong 
the bifhop of * Brijioly lord privy-feal, was 
diipatqjicd to Utrecht^ where he and the 
Earl of Strafford were appointed pleni- 
potentiaries for the Queen oi Great Britain. 
The managers of the difcontented 
party, who, during the whole Summer, 
. had obferved the motions of the court 
running faft towards a peace, began to 
gather up all their forces, in order to op- 
pofe her Majefty's defigns, when the par- 
liament fhould meet. Their only ftrength' 
Was in the houfe of Lords, where the 
Queen had a very crazy majority, made 
up by thofe whofe hearts were in the 
other intereft i' but whofe fear^, expedla-^ 
tions, or immediate dependance, had hi- 
therto kept them within bounds. There 
were two lords upon whofe abilities and- 
influence, of a very different nature, the'^ 
manager* built their ftrongeft hopes; The 

• Dr. RoBiKsoN, afterwards Whop of I W(?». 

/ firfk 
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firft was the Duke of ....... . mafter 

of the horfe. This Duke, as well as his 
Dutchefs, was in a good degree of favour 
with the Queen, upon the fcore of fomc 
civilities and refped:s her Majefly had re- 
ceived from them, while flic was Princefs* 
For fome years after the Revolution, he 
never appeared at court, but was looked 
upon as a favourer of the abdicated fanii- 
ly ; and it v^s the late Earl of Rochester 
who firft prefented him to King William. 
However, fince the time he came into 
employment, which was towards the clofc 
of the laft reign, he hath been a conftant 
zealous member of the other party ; but 
never failed in either attendance or refpc£t 
towards the Queen's perfon, or, et moft, 
only threatned fometimes, that he would 
fcrve no longer, while fuch or fuch men 
were employed; which, as things went 
then, was not reckoned any oiFence at all 
againft duty or good behaviour. He had 
been much careiTcd and flattered by the 

Lords 

■3 



30 HISTORY Of the FOUR 

Lords of the Junfto J, who fometlmCs 
went fo far as to give him hopes of the 
crown, in rcrerfion to his fofnily, tipoh 
failureof the houfe of Hanover* AUthfe 
worked fo far upon his imaginatiofi, that 
he affefted to appear the h^ad of their 
party, to which his talents wef c no way 
proportioned ^ fof they foftn grew weary 
of his indigcfted fchcmes, and his impe-* 
rious manner of obtruding them : they 
began to drop him at their meetings, o^ 
€ontradifted him, with little ceremdny, 
when he happened to be there, which hi» 
haughty nature was not able to brook; 
Thus a mortal quarrel was kindled be-* 
tween him and the whole aflembly of 
party-leaders ; fo that, upon the Queen's 
firft intentions of changing her miniftry, 
foon after the tryal of Dr. Sacheverel, 
he appointed feveral meetings With Mr* 
Harley alone, in the moft private man- 
ner, in places and at times leaft liable to 
fufpicion; He employed all his credit 

X A cant naine given to five Lords of that party. 

4 with 
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with the Queen to drive on the removal of 
my Lord Godolphin, and the reft ; and^ 
in the council, treated the fmall remaii>- 
der, who continued fome time longer in 
their places, with all poffible marks of 
hatred or difdain. But when the queftidn 
came for diiTolving the parliament, he 
ftopt ihort : he })ad already fatiated his 
refentments, which were not againft 
things, but persons : he furioufly oppofed 
that counJfel, and promi&d to undertake 
ifor the parliament himielf. When d^e. 
(^een bad declared her pleafure for the 
diffolution, he ftew off in greater rage 
than ever ^ oppofed the court in all elec^ 
tions, where he had influence or power j 
and made very humble advances to re- 
concile himfelf with the difcarded lords, 
Specially the Earl of Godolphin, who is 
reported to have treated him at New-^ 
market in a moft contemptuous manner^ 
But the fincerity of his repentance, which 
appeared manifeftly in the firft feffion of 
the new parliament, and the ufc he might 

be 
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be of by his own remaining credit, of 
rather that of his Dutchefs, with thd 
Queen, at length begat a reconcilement. 
He ftill kept his employment, and placet 
in the cabinet-codncil ; but had never 
appeared there, from an avowed diflikc of 
all perfons and proceedings. It happened, 
about the end of Summer, One thoufand 
feven hundred and eleven, at Wind/of^ 
when the cabinet-council was fummoned^ 
this Dtike, whether by diredkions from 
his teachers, or the inftability of his na^ 
ture, took a fancy to refumc his place^ 
and a chair was brought accordingly} 
upon which Mr. fecretary St. John re- 
fufed to affift, and gave his reafons, thlt 
he would never fit in council with a man 
who had fo often betrayed them, and was 
openly engaged with a fadion which en^ 
deavoured to obftrud: all her Majcfly's 
meafures. Thus the council was put off 
to next day, and the Duke made no far- 
ther attempts to be there.. But, upon this 
incident, he declared open war againft 
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the miniftry ; and, from that time to the 

feffion, employed himfelf in fpiriting up 

« 

feveral depending lords to adhere to their 
friends, when an occafion fhould offer. 
The arguments he made ufe of, were, 
that thofe in power defigned to make an 
ignominious and unfecure peace, with- 
out confulting the allies ; that this could 
be no other wife prevented than by an ad- 
drefs from the Lords, to fignify their opi- 
nion, that no peace could be honourable 
or fecure, while Spain or the JVeft-Indies 
remained in any of the Bourbon family : 
upon which feveral farther refolutions 
and inquiries would naturally follow ; that 
the differences between the two houfes, 
upon this point, muft either be made up 
by the Commons agreeing with the Lords, 
or muft end in a diffolution, which would 
be followed by a return of the old minif- 
try, who, by the force of money and 
management, could eafily get another par- 
liament to their wifhes. He farther af- 
furcd them boldly, that the Queen her^ 

D felf 
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fclf was at the bottom df this defign, amB 
had empowered him to defire their votes^ 
againfl: the peace, as a point that would be 
for her fervice -, and therefore they need 
not be in pain upon account of their pen* 
fidns, or any farther marks of favour tlie)^ 
cxpefted. Thus, by reviving the old art 
of ufing her Majefty's authority againft 
her perfon, he prevailed over fome, wha 
were not otherwife in ti ftation of life ta* 
oppofe the crown; and his profelytes-miy 
pretend to fome fhare of pity, fince he: 
offered for art argument his own eJc-* 
ample, who kept his place and favcMTt',, 
after ail he had done to dftferve thelofs of 
,both* 

The other lord,, in whom the difcon-* 
tented managers placed much of their' 
hopes, was the E.arl of Nottingham, 
already mentioned ;. than whom no iliati 
ever appeared to hat6 them more, or to- 
be more pleafed at their fall> partly fwm 
his avowed principles, but chiefly from 
the hopes he had of /harihg in their fpoilsi 

But 
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^ut '^t fell out^ that he was no way ac- 
ceptable to the Queen or her new fervants : 
thefe apprehended rib little trouble and 
impediment to the publick bufinefs^ FroTO 
Kis reftlefe, talkative, oviirweetjiog man- 
ner, if once he was fuffered tso have any 
part m affairs -, and he flood very ill with 
the court, having made a motion in the 
houfe of Lords, and in her Majefly's pre- 
fence, that tlife Electoral Prince of Ha- 
MovER niight be invited to refide in Eng- 
Jan^f although h& had before d^lared to 
the Queen how much he was againfl 
-that propofal, when it was firft offered by 
,thc' other party. However, fome very 
torifiderable cmployihents had been given 
to his nearcfl relations ;. and he had on^ 
.or two offers .for himfelf, which he 
thought fit to refufcj as not equal to his 
merits and charafter; Upon the Eai 1 of 
RochesterV dcceaie, he conceived that 
the crown would hardly overlook him for 
Prelident of the council* and deeply re- 
fented that difappointraent. But the Duke 

Da of 
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of Newcastle, Lord privy-feal, /dying 
fome time after, he found that office was 
firft defigned for the Earl of Jersey, 
and, upon this lord's fudden death, was 
aftually difpofed of to the Bifhop of 
Bristol : by which he plainly faw, thaft 
the Queeft was determined againft giving 
him any opportunity of diredting in af- 
fairs, or dilplaying his eloquence in the 
cabinet-council. He had now fliaken off 
all remains of patience or temper 5 and, 
from the contemplation of his own diiap- 
pointments, fell, as it is natural, to find 
fault with the publick management, and 
to affure hisi neighbours in the country, 
that the nation was in imminent danger 
of being ruined. The difcontented lords 
were foon apprifed of this great change y 
and the Dukeof Roxborough, the-^arrs 
fon-in-law, Was difpatched to Burleigh on 
the Hill^ to cultivate his prefent difpofi- 
tions, and offer him whatever terms he 
pleafed to infift on. The Earl imoje- 
diately agreed to fall in with any meafures 

for 
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for diftrefling or dcftroying the miniftry : 
but, in order to preferve his reputation 
with the Church-party, and perhaps bring 
them over to his interefts, he propofed, 
that a bill fhould be brought into the 
houfe of Lords for preventing occafional 
conformity, and be unanimoufly agreed 
to by all the peers of the Low-church 
principle, which would convince the 
world of their good intentions to the 
eftablifhed religion; and that their oppo>- 
fitions to the court wholly proceeded 
frqm their care of the naticMi, and con- 
cern for its honour and fafety, 

Tbefe preparations were publick 
enough, and the minifters had fufficient 
time to arm themfelves ; but they feem 
to have adled, in this junfture, like men 
who trufted to the goodnefs of their 
caufe, and the general inclinations of the 
kingdom, rather than to thofe arts which 
our corruptions have too often made ne- 
ceiTary. Calculations were indeed taken^ 
by which it was computed, that there 

D 3 would 
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^^ould be & majority of ten upon the fide 
of the court, J remember to have told 
my Lord Harcourt and Mr. Prior, 
that a majority of ten was only a majority 
of five, bccaufe if their adverfarics could 
bring off five, the nqmber would be 
equal : and fo it happened to prove; for 
the miftake lay in counting upon the bare 
promifes of thofe who were wholly in the 
iAtereft of ^ the old miniftry, and were 
only kept iri avvt by the fear of offending 
the crown, and lofing their fubfiftencc, 
wherein the Duke of Somerset had 
given jthem full fatisfadtion. 

With thefc difpofitions of both par-r 
tie^, and fears and hppes of the event, the 
parliament met upon the feventh of De-r 
cemhry One thoufand feven hundred and 
eleven.. The Queen's fpecch (excepting 
what related to fupplies) was chiefly 
taken up in telling both houfes what 
progrtfs die had made towards a generr 
r^l peace, and her hopes of bringing it. 
to a fpcedy ^onclufpn, As foqn as her 



1 
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Majefly was withdrawn, the houfe of 
Xords, in a committee, refolved upon an 
*cWrefs of thanks ; to which the Earl of 
KoTTiMGilAM propofcd an addition pf 
the following ckufe, 

" And wc do beg leave to reprefeht it 
'* fe) your Majefty, a« th^|pmble opi- 
*^ nipn and advice of this Tipufe, that no 
'*^ peace can be fafe ox honourable ffc) 
" Qreat Britain and Europe^ if Spain 
•^^ and ^WeP^Indies are to be allotted 
to any brmch of the houfe of Bour- 
don.' 

/_ 

He was fecdnded by the Earl of 
.^CARfiOROJUGH ; aad, after a debate of 
i^reral; hoiirs, die queftion for the dauie 
was. carried, as \ reoienxber, by not above 
^wjo voioee. The next day the houfe 
agreed wkh tbe co«imittee. The de- 
;pendiqg lords, having taken frcih cou- 
cage from (their principals, and fome 
^who jprofefled thenifelves very humble 
fervants to tfee prefent miniftiy, and ene- 
mies to the former, went along with 

D 4 ^ the 
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the ftrcam, pretending not to fee the 
confcquences that muft vifibly follow. 
The addrefs was prefentcd on the ele- 
venth, to which her Majefty's anfwer 
was fhort and dry. She diftinguifhed 
their thanks from* the reft of the piece 5 
and, in r^tepn , to Lord Nottingham's 
claufe, faid, Ihe fhould be forry that any 
body could think fhe would not do her 
utmoft to recover Spain and the Weft-- 
Indies from the houfe of Bourbon. 

Upon the fifteenth of December the 
Earl of Nottingham likewife brought 
in the bill to prevent occafional^ con- 
formity (although under a difguifcd title), 
which rhet with no oppofition j but was 
fwallowed by thofe very lords, who al- 
ways appeared with the utmoft violence 
againft the leaft advantage to the efta- 
bliftied church. 

But in the houfe of Commons there 
appeared a very different fpirit ; for when 
)Dne Mr. Robert Walpole ofFerisd a 
claufe of the fame nature with that of 

the 
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the Earl of Nottingham, it was re- 
jeded with contempt by a very great 
majority. Their addrefs was in the moft 
dutiful manner, approving of what her 
Majefty had done towards a peace, and 
trufting intirely to her wifdom in the fu- 
ture mabagcment of it. This addrefs 
was prefented to the Queen a day before 
that of the Lords, and received an an- 
fwer diftinguifhedly gracious. But the 
other party was no ways difcouraged by 
either anfwer, which they looked upon 
as only matter of courfe, and the fenfc 
of the miniftry, contrary to that of the 
Queen. 

The parliament fat as long as the ap- 
proaching feftival would allow -, and upon 
the twenty-fecond, the land-tax and oc- 
cafional bills having received the royal 
affent, the houfe of Commons adjourned 
to the fourteenth of January following : 
but the adjournment of the Lords was 
only to the fecond, the prevailing party 
there being in hafte to purfue the confe- 

quences 
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iquenccs of the Earl of Nottingham's 
claufe, which they hoped would end in 
the ruin of the Trcafurer, and overthrow 

§ 

the mmiftry ^ and therefore took the ad- 
vantage of this interval, that they might 
jiot be difturbed by the Commons. 

When this addrefs againft any peace 
without Spain^ &c* was carried in the 
houfe of Lords^ it is not eafy to defcribe 
the efieds it had upon moft mens paflions. 
The partifans of the old miniftry trium- 
phed loudly^, and without any referve, as 
of the game wei:c their own^ The Earl of 
Whakton was ohierved in the houfe tQ 
fmile, and put his4iands to his neck whca 
any of the miniftry was fpeaking, by 
which he would have it underftood that 
iomp heads were in danger* Park£R^ 
the Chief juftLce^ began already with great 
i^eal and odiclouihe& to profecute authors 
■and printers of weekly and other papers, 
writ in defence of the adminiftration : , in 
(hort, Joy and vengeance fat vifible iiji 
every countenance of that party- 

On 
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On the other fide, all well-wifhers to 
the C^CT), the Church, or the Peace, 
were equally dejedted 5 and the Treafurer 
ftood the foremofl; aiark both of his ene* 
mies fury, and the cenfure of his friends : 
among the latter, fome imputed this fatal 
jnifcarriage to his procraftinating nature ; 
others, to his unmeafurable publick thrift ; 
both parties agreed, that a firft minifter, 
with very moderate (kill in affairs, might 
eafily have governed the event : and fome 
began to doubt, whether the great fame 
of his abilities, acquired in other ftations, 
were what he juftly deferved : all this he 
knew well enough, and heard it with 
g^ea^ phlegm ; neither did it make any 
^Iteratioa in his countenance or humoun 
He told Monfieur Buys, the Duui envoy, 
two days before die parliament fat, that 
he vvas forry for what was like to pa(s, 
becaufe the States would be the firft fuf- 
fercrs, which he defired the envoy to re- 
nvrmber: and to his nean&ft friends, who 
appealed In paiq about the pub&:k or 

them* 
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themfelves, he only faid that all would 
be well, and defired them not to be 

frighted. 

It was, I conceive, upon thefe mo- 
tivesi that the Treafurer adyifed her ma- 
jefty to create twelve new lords, and 
thereby difable the fling of fadion for the 
reft of her , life-time : this promotion 
was fo ordered, that a third part were 
of thofe on whom, or their pofterity, the 
peerage would naturally devolve \ and 
the reft were fuch, whofe merit, birth^ 
and fortune, could admit of no excep- 
tion. 

, The advcrfe party being thus . drivea 
down by open force, had nothing left but 
to complain, which they loudly did ; that 
it was a pernicious example fet for ill 
princes to follow, who, by the fame rule, 
might make at any time an hundred as 
well as twelve, and by thefe means be- 
come mafters of the houfe of Lords when- 
ever they pleafed, which would be dange- 
rous to our liberties. To this it was an- 

2 fwefed. 
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fwered, that ill princes feldom trouble 
themfelves to look for precedents ; that 
men of great eftates \yill not be lefe fond 
of preferving their liberties when they are 
created peers 3 that in fuch a government 
as this, where the prince holds the balance 
between two great powers, the nobility 
and people, it is the very nature of his 
office to remove from one fcale into the 
other, or fometimes put his own weight 
in the lighteft, fo as to bring both to an 
equilibrium; and laftly, that the other 
party had been above twenty years cor- 
rupting the nobility with republican prin- 
ciples, which nothing but the royal prero- 
gative could hinder from overfpreading us. 
The Conformity-bill abdve-mentioned 
was prepared by the Earl of Notting- 
ham before the parliament met, and 
brought in at the fame time with the 
claufe againft peace, according to the bar- 
gain made between him and his new 
friends : this he hoped would not only 
fave his credit with the Ghurch-party, but 

bring 
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bring them over to his politicks, finc< 
l^ey muft needs be convinced, that inftead 
of changing his ovitq principles^ he had 
prevailed on the greateft enemies to the 
eftabliihed religion to be the firft movers 
in a law for the perpetual fettlement of ib 
Here it was worth obferving, with what 
refignation the Jundo Lords (as they 
were then called) are fubmitted to by 
their adherents and followers 5 for it k 
well known, that the chief among thd 
diffcn ting teachers in town were confulted 
upon this affair, and fuch arguments ufed^ 
as had power to convince them, that no- 
thing could be of greater advantage to 
their caufe than the paffing this bill* I did^ 
indeed, fee a letter at that time from on6 
of them to a great * man, complaining, 
that they were betrayed and undone by 
their pretended friends ; but they were in 
general very well fatisfkd upon promifes 
that this law (hould foon be repealed^ and 
others more in their favour enacted, as foon 
as their friends fhould be re-*eftabliihedi 

* It was to &e Treafuier himfelf. 

JBut 
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But nothing fcemed more extraordinary 
than the event of this refined manage* 
faient^ by which the Earl of Notting- 
ham was fo far from brining over profe- 
lytes (wherein his abilities fell very fliort 
even of the Duke of Somerset's) j or 
preferving the reputation of a firm church- 
man, that very few people did fo much as^ 
imagine he had any fuch dcfign ^ only 
when he brought in the bill, they con- 
ceived it was fome wonderful deep reach 

# — 

of politicks; which they could not com- 
prehend : however, they" Kked tb^ things 
and without troubling thcmfelves about the 
perfons or motives from whence it rofe, it 
had a very fpeedy paflage through both 
houfes* It muft be confefled, that fome at- 
tempt of this nature was much more ne- 
cefTary to the leaders of that party, than is 
generally thought. The dcfire of p6wer 
and revenge was common to them all > 
butfeveral among them were alfo confcious 
that they ftood in ne^d of proteftion, 
whofe fafety was therefore concerned in 

the 
J 



I 



48 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 

the defignpf ruining the miniftry, as well 
as their ambition. The Duke of Marl-. 
BOROUGH forefaw thofe examinations, 
which were afteryrards made into fomc 
parts of his management, and was appre- 
henfive of a great deal more; that the par- 
' liament would perhaps enquire into the 
particulars of the^negociation at the Hague 
in One thoufand feven hundred and nine ; 
for what ends, and by whofe advice the 
propofitions of peace from France were 
rejeded : befides, he dreaded left that 
myfter^us policy might be laid open to 
the world, of defiring the Queen to confti- 
tute him General for life, which was a v^ry 
tender point, and would admit of much 
proof. It is true, indeed, that whilft the 

Duke's affair was under the confideration 

* , 

of the houfe of Commons, one of his crea- 
tures* (whether by direction or other- 
wife) affured the Speaker, with a very fe- 
rious countenance, that the world was 
miftaken in cenfuring his locd upon this 

♦ Craggs, father to the Secretary. 

article ; 
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article 5 for it was the Queen who prefled 
the Duke to accept that commiiHon ^ and 
upon his humble refufal conceived her 
firft difpleafure againft him. How fuch a 
defence would hav6 pafled, if it had been 
offered in form, is eafier to be conceived, 
than how any perfon in his wits could 
have the confidence to affirm it ; which 
lad . would indeed be hard to believe, if 
there were any room left for doubt. 

The Earl of Godolphin wanted pro- 
tedbion, notwithftanding the ad of general 
pardon, which had been procured by his 
credit, and was principally calculated for 
his own fecurity. He knew that his long 
negled: of compelling the accomptants to 
pafs their accompts, might be puniihed as 
a breach of truft. He had run the king- 
dom into immenfe debts, by taking up 
ft ores for the navy upon a vaft difcount, 
without parliamentary fecurity; for which 
he could be able to plead neither law nor 
neceffity : and he had given way, at leaft, 
to fome proceedings, not very juftifiable, 

E , in 
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in relation 'to remittances of money;^ 
whereby the publick had fufFcred confi- 
derable lofles. The Barrier-treaty fit 
heavy upon the Lord Townsend*s i5>irrtSi 
becaufe if it ihould be laid before the 
houfe of Commons, whoever negotiated 
that affair^ might be fuhjeft to the moft 
fevere^ animadvcrfions : and the Earl of 
Wharton^s adminiftration in Ireland wzs^ 
looked upon as a fufficient ground to im- 
peach him, at leaft, for high crimes and 
mifdeameahors. 

The managers in Holland wete fufii- 
ciently apprized of all this ; and Mon- 
fieur Buys, their minifter here,, took care 
to cultivate that good corrcTpondence 
between his matters and their Englijk 
friends, which became two confederates,^ 
purfuing the faftie end* 

This man had been fbrnierly employed 
in England SxQxn that Republick, and un- 
derftood a little of our language. Hia 
proficiency in learning lias heenfuch, as 
to furnifli now and then a Latin quota* 

v.. lion. 
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tlon, -of Avfaich he is ias liberal as his Aoqjk 
will admit. His J&nowledge in govern- 
ment reaches no farjthcrthan that of hls^ 
own country, by lirixishJbe Icwms and cuU 
tivates matters elf ftate for the reft of the 
world; His icstfomngs upon politicks are 
with great profu&on at aU meetings 3 and 
he leaves the company with entire fatis<^ 
faction that he ha^ felly coilvinced them. 
,He is well provided .wilh that inferior fort 
df cunning, which is the growth of his 
country, of a Aandard with 4he genius of 
the people, and capable ^f being trans- 
ferred into every condition of life among 
them, froni the Boor to the Burgomafter. 
He came into England with inftru£tions^ 
authoriiing him to accommodate all dif- 
ferences between her Majeftjr and the 
States ; but having firft advifed with the 
confederate lords, he aflured the miniftry 
he had powers to hear their proposals, but 
none to conclude : and having rcprc- 
fented to his maflers what had been told 

him by tht . advdrfe party, • he prevailed 
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with them to revoke his powers. Hfe 

•found the intereft of thofe who withftood 
the court, would exactly fall in with the 
defigns of the States, which were to carry 

' on the war as they could, at our expence, 

' and to fee thenifelves at the head of a 
treaty of peace, whenever they were dif- 

• pofed to apply to JFranee, or to receive 

. overtures from thence. 

The. Emperor, upon many powerful 
reafonSjWas utterly averfe from all councils 
which aimed ^t putting an end to the war, 

- without delivering him the whole domi- 
nion of Spain-, nay, the EleSor of Hano- 

. VER himfelf, although prefumptive heir 
to the crown of England^ and, obliged by 

. all forts of ties to cultivate her Majefty's 

. friendfhip, was fo far deceived by mifre- 
prefentations from Jience, that he feemed 
to fufFer Monfieur Bothmar, his envoy 
here, to print and publifh a n^emorial in 

. EngUfhy direftly difapproving all her Ma- 
jefty/s proceedings; which memorial, as 
appeareth by the ftyle and manner of it, 

was 
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was all drawn up, or at leaft digefted, by . 
fome party-peo oa this fide of the water. 

Cautious writers, in order to avoid of- 
fence or danger, and to jpreferve the refpedt 
even due to foreign princes, do ufually 
charge the wrong fteps in a court altoge- 
ther upon the perfons employed ; but I 
fhould have taken a fecurer method, and 
have been wholly filent in this point, if 
I had not then conceived fome hope, that 
his Eleftoral Highnefs might poffibly have • 
been a ftranger to the memorial of his re- 
fident : for, firft, the manner of deliver- 
ing it to the Secretary 6f ftate was out of 
all fbrm, and almoft as extraordinary as 
the thing itfelf. Monfieur Bothmar 
having obtained an hour of Mr, Secretary 
St. John, talked much to him upon the 
fubjedt of which that memorial confifts; 
and upon going away,, defired he might 
leave a paper with the Secretary, which 
he faid contained the fubftance of what he 
had been difcourfing. This paper Mr. St. . 
John laid afide, . among others of little 

E ^ confc- 
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cohfequttucd ; anS a hyr days faw d.^ me« 
morial in print/ which l^e found vpoi^ 
comparing to be the faine with wha^ 
BoTHMAk had left. 

During this fhort r^eefs 0f parliament, 
and opon the fifth 4«»y of January^ Prince 
EuGBNE^ of Savoy y landed in Engf(ind^ 
Before he kft his ihip he aiked 9 petfoq 
who came to me^t hipi^ Whether th^ new 
Idrds were tnatle, and what was their 
mimf>ef ? He was attended tErougb the 
ftftets with a tni^sey rat44e of pfiople (xx 
^t. y^iAeiSy where Mx. S^crc^rj St. 
joku inlrodticed him to the <^eeo, who 
rcCebed hitt with great qivilky. His* ar- 
rivd had been lotfg expedted,, and the pro*? 
jeft of hiii jourtiey hdd as Ictog been 
formed here by the pdrty-leaders, if* corir 
pert with Monfieiir Bt>V*, ^nd Mohfieur 
BoTHwiAft, the DkfcB arid HafK^tr ^r- 
vbys. This prince brought over creden- 
tials froct> thfe Enjperor, with ofers to 
cohtiniie the Wat- uport a new foot^ very 
advantageous to Britain ^ part ol" whichj^ 

■■' • ■ ■ ■ ■ " ■ 1., 



LAST YEA,RS of tke QyEEN. 55 

by her Majefty's commands, Mr. St. 
John foon after produced to the houfe of 
Commor^s, where they wfere rejefted, not 
without fome indignation, by a great ma- 
jority. The Emperor's propofals, . as far 
as they related to Spain j were communi- 
cated to the hotlfe in tlie words follow- 
ing. 

"His Imperial Majefty judges, that 
*^ forty thoufand men will be fufficient for 
^^ this fervicej and that the whole expencc 
" of the war in Spain y may amount to 
" four millions of crowns, towards which 
his Imperial ]N(Iajefty offers to make up 
t|3ie troops, which he has in that coun- 
try, to thirty thoufand men, and to take 
one million of crowns upon himielf." 
On the othtr fide the houfe of Com- 
mons voted a third part of thofc four 
millions as a |ufficient quota for her Ma- 
jefty toward that fervice j for it was fup- 
pofed the Emperor ought to bear die 
greatcft proportion in a point that fo 
nearly concerned him ; ©r at leaft, that 

E 4 Britain 
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Br if am contributing one third, the other 
two might be pai4 by his Imperial Ma- 
jefty and the States, as they could fettle it 
between them. 

Thedefign of Prince Eugene's jour- 
ney, was to raife a fpirit in the parliament 
and people for continuing the war; for 
nothing was thought impoflible to a prince 
of fuch high reputation in arms, in great 
favour with the Emperor, and impowered 
to make fuch propofals from his mafter, 
as the miniftry durft not rejed:. It ap- 
peared by an intercepted letter from Count 
Gallas, (formerly the Emperor's envoy 
here) that the Prince was wholly Iqft to 
his liberty of making what offers he 
pleafed in the Emperor's name ; for if the 
parliament could once be brought to raife 
funds, and the war go on, the miniftry 
here nauft be under a neceflity of apply- 
ing and expending thofe funds j; and the 
Emperor could afterwards find twenty rea- 
fons and excufes, as he had hitherto done, 
for not furniihing his quota; therefore 
2 Prince 
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Prince Eugene, for feme time, kepthim- 
felf within generals, until being prefled to 
explain himfelf upon that particular of the 
war in Spain^ which the houfe of Aus- 
tria pretended to have moft at heart, 
he made the offer above-mentioned, as a 
moft extraordinary effort; and fo it was, 
confidering how little they had ever done , 
before, towards recovering that monarchy 
to themfelves : but fhameful as thefe pro- 
pofals were, few believed the Emperor 
would obferve them, or, indeed, that 
he ever intended to Ipare fo many men, 
as would make up an army of thirty 
thoufand men, to be employed in Spain. 

Prince Eugene's vifit to his friends in 
England continued longer than was ex- 
pected J* he was every day entertained 
magnificently by perfons of quality of 
both parties 5 he went frequently to the 
Treafurer, and fometimes affedled td do it 
in private 3 he vifited the other minifters 
aad great officers of the court, but on all 
occafions publickly owned the charafter 

and 



58 HISTORY of the FOUR 

and appellation of a Whig ; and in fecret» 
held continual meetings with the Duke of 
Marlqorough, and the other difcon- 
tented lords, where Mr. Bothmar ufually 
^aflifted. It is the great ambition of this 
prince to be perpetually engaged in war, 
without confidering the cauie or confe- 
quence s and to fee hipiielf at the head of 
tn army, where only he can make any 
confiderable iigdre. He is not without a 
natural tindture of that cruelty, fome time 
charged upon the Italians i and being 
nurfed in arms, hath fb far extinguifhed 
pity and remorfe, that he will at any time 
iacriiice a thoufand nxens lives, to a ca- 
price of glory or revenge. He had con- 
ceived an incurable hatred for the Trea*^ 
furer, as the perfon who principally op- 
\pofed this infatiable pafHoo for war i faid 
he had hopes of others, but that the 
Treofurer was un mecbant diable^ not to be 
moved ; therefore, fince it was ipipoffible 
for him or his friends to compafs their de- 
0gns, while that minifler continued at the 

4 head 
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lieM of afiairs, he propofed aa expadient, 
often pradifed by thofe of hls^ country, 
th^ the Treafurer (to vjfe his own ex-' 
preffion) Aould btp taken ofi^, a kneg^ 
Ugence ; t^at this might eaiily he don^, 
dnd pals ii^ aii effedt of chance, if it 
were preceded by encouraging fome pro- 
pec" people to commit fmall riots in the 
night; and in feveral parts of the « town, 
a crew of obfewe ruffians were ac« 
cordingly employed about that time, wha 
probably exceeded their comnooffion ; and 
ixifxkig themfelves with tbofe diforderly 
people thdt ofi^n kifeft the ftreets at mid- 
night, ^dted inhuman outrages on many 
peifons, whom they cut and mangled in 
^e face and arms, and other parts of the 
body, without any provocation ; but an 
effedual ftop was focm put to thefe enor-? 
mities, which probably prevented the exe- 
cution of the inain defign. 

I am very fenfible, that fuch an impu- 
tation ought not to be charged upon any 
perfon wh^tfoever, upon flight grounds or 

doubtful 
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doubtful furmifes ; and diat thofe who- 
think I am able to produce no better, will 
judge this paflage to be fitter for a libel 
than a hiflory ; but as the accouqt was 
given by more than one perfon who was 
at the meeting, fo it was confirmed paft all' 
contradidtion by feveral intercepted letters 
and papers : and it is mod certain, that 
the rage of the defeated party, upon their 
frequent difappointments, was fo far in- 
flamed, as to make them capable of fome 
counfels yet more violent and defperate 
than this, which, however, by the vigi- 
lance of thofe near the perfon of her Ma- 
jefty, were happily prevented. 

On the thirtieth day of December^ One 
thoufand feven hundred and eleven, the 
Duke of Marlborough was removed 
from all his employments : the Duke of 
Ormond fucceeding him as general, both 
here and in Flanders. This proceeding of 
the court (as far as it related to the Duke 
of Marlborough) was much cenfured 
both at home and abroad, and by fomq 

who 
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.who did not wifli ill to the prefent fitua- 
tion of aflfairs. There wece few exam- 
pies of a commander being difgraced, after 
an uninterrupted courfe for many years 
againft a formidable eneaiy, and this be- 
fore a period was put to the war : thofe 
who had lead efteem for his valour and 
condud:, thought it not prudent to remove 
.a general, whofe troops were perpetually 
vidlorious, while he was at their head 5 be- 
caufe this had infufed into his foldiers an 
opinion that they ihould always conquer, 
and into the enemy that they ihould al- 
ways be beaten j than which, nothing is 
held to be of greater moment, either in 
the progrefs of a war, or upon the day of 
battle; and I have good grounds to affirm, 
.that thefe reafons had Sufficient weight 
with the Qjjeen and miniftry to have kept 
the Duke of Marlborough in his pofl, 
if a way could have been found out to 
have done it with any affiirance of fafety 
to the nation. It is the misfortune of 
. princes, that the effe&s of their diipleafure 

make 
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make ufually much more noifc ihan the 
caufes : thus^ the found of the Dukt's fall 
was heard farther Aai> many of the tea- 
fons which made it necei&ry \ wherestrf/ 
though fomc were vrfible ^enough, yet 
others lay more in the dark. Upon ifcc 
Duke's laft return from Flanders ^ he had 
fixed his arrival to town (whether hy ac-*. 
cident or otherwHe) upon the icventeen A 
of 'November^ called Queen Eli « abbtii'$ 
day, when great numbers of his creatures 
and admirers had tlhought fit-toTCvive an 
old ceremony among the li^bki of bunnK 
ingtht Pope in effigy; for the perfor- 
mance of which, witfi more foUmnky^ 
they had made ^Ktraopdinsty prepara^ 
tions. From ihc 4ever^ oifcumflanoes of 
the expence of l^s intevifded pageantry^ 
and of the pcrfons^ who-promoted it, the 
court, apprchenfiTe of a defign to inflame 
the common people, thought fit to order^ 
that the feveral figures "fhould befeizedas 
popifli trinkets ; -and guards were ordered 
to patrole, foriM'cventmg -any tumultuous 

af- 
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aflemblies. Whether this frolick were 
only intended for an affront to the court, 
or whether it had a deeper meaning, I 
muft leave undetermined* The Duke, ia 
his own nature, is not much turned to be 
popular ; and in his flourifhing times, 
wheriever he came back to England upon 
the clofe of a campaign, he rather affefted 
to avoid any concourfe of the mobile, if 
they had been diipofed to attend him ; 
therefore, fo very contrary a proceeding at 
this jund:iire, made it fuipeded as if he 
had a deiign to have placed himfelf at 
their head. France, Popery, the Pre- 
tender, Peace without Spain, were the 
words" to be given about at this mock*- 
parade *, and if what was confidently af^ 
ferted be true, that a report was to have 
been fpread at die fame time of the 
Queen's deadi, no man cat> tell what 
might have been the event. 

But this attempt, to vvhatever purpofes 
intended, proving wholly abortive by the 
vigilaiice of thofe in power, the 0uke's 

arrival 
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arrival was without any noife or confe- 
quence; and upon confulting with his 
friends, he foon fell in with their new 
fcheme for preventing the peace. It was 
believed by many perfons, that the mini- 
fters might, with little difficulty, have 
brought him over, if they had pleafed to 
make a trial ; for as he would probably 
have accepted any terms to continue in a 
ftation of fucji procjigious profit, fo there 
was fufficient room to work upon his 
fears, of which he is feldom unprovided 
(I mean only in his political capacity) 
and his infirmity very much increafed by 
his unmeafurable poffeffions, which have 
rendered him, ipfique onerique timentem ; 
but reafon, as welt as the event, proved 
this to be a miftake : for the minifters be- 
ing determined to bring the war to as 
Ipeedy an iflue as the honour and fafety of 
their country would permit, could not 
poffibly recompence the Duke for the 
mighty incomes he held by the continu- 
ance of it. Then the other party had 

cal- 
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calculated thicir numbers ^ aad by the ac- 
i:effion of the Earl of Nottinqham^ 
wbofe example they hoped would hay^ 
many followers, and the fuccefsfuj folU 
citations of the Duke, of Somerset, found 
they were fure of a majority in the houfe 
gf Lords ; fo that in this view of circum- 
ijances, the Duke of Marlborough 
thought he adled with fepulrity, as well as 
advantage : he therefore boldly fell, with 
his whole weight, into the delign of ruin- 
ing the miniftry at the expence of his 
duty to his Sovereign, and tlie welfare of 
his country, after the mighty obligations 
he had received from both. Whig and 
Tory were now no longer the diipute, 
but the Queen or the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough : He was' at the head of all the 
.cabals and confults with Bothmar^ 

a 

Buys, and the , difcontented lords. He 
forgot that government of his paflion, for 

which his admirers ufed to celebrate him, 

* 

fell into all the impotencies of anger and 
yjpjence upon every party-debate : fo that 

F the 
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the Queen found herfclf under a nc- 
ceflity, either on the one fide to facrifice 
thofe friends, who bad ventured their 
lives in refcuing her out of the power of 
fome, whofe former treatment fhe had 
little reafon to be fond of, to put an end 
to the progrefs (he had made towards a 
peace, and diflblve her parliament ; or, on 
the other fide, by removing one perfon 
from fo great a trufl:, to get clear of all 
her difficulties at once : hei; Majefty 
therefore determined upon the latter, as 
the (horter and fafer courfe ; and during 
the recefs at Chriftmas, fent the Duke a 
letter, to tell him (he had no farther oc- 
cafion for his fervice. 

There hath not perhaps in the prefent 
age been a clearer inftance to (hew the 
inftability qf greatnefs which is not 
founded upon virtue j and it may be an 
ioftruftion to princes, who arc well in the 
hearts of their people, that the over- 
grown power of any particular perfon, 
although fupported by exorbitant wealth, 

can 
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can by a little refolution be reduced in a 
moment, without any dangerous confe- 
quences. This lord, who was, beyond 
all comparifon, the greateft fubjedt in 
Chriftendom, found his power, credit, 
and influence, crumble away on a fud- 
^en; and, except a few friends or follow- 
ers, by inclination, the reft dropt oflf in 
courfe. From directing in fome manner 
the affairs of Eurbpe^ he defcended to be a 
member of a fadion, and with little dif- 
tiniSion even there : that virtue of fub- 
duing his refentments, for which he was 
fo famed when he had little or no occa*- 
fion to exert it, having now wholly for- 
faken him when he ftood moft in need 
of its afilftance; and upon tryal was 
found unable to bear a reverfe of for- 
tune, giving way to rage, impatience, 
envy, and difcontent. 
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TH E houfe o^ Lords met upon the 
fecond day of Januaryy accord- 
ing to thcif adjournment; but; 
before they could proceed to bufinefs, the 
twelve new-created peers were, in the 
ufual form, admitted to their feats in that 
aflembly, who, by their numbers, turned 
the balance on the fide of the court, and 
voted an adjournment to the fame day 
ivith the commons. tJpon the fourteenth ' 
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of January the two houfes met ; but the 
Queen, who intended tfo be there in per- 
fon, fent a meifage to inform them> that 
fhe was prevented by a fudden return of 
the gout, and to defire they would adjourn 
for three days longer, when her Majefty 
hoped fhe fjiould be able to ipeak to 
th,em« However, her indiipofition ftill 
continuing, Mr. Secretary St. John 
brought another meflage to the houie of 
CoHimons from the Queeo, containing 
the fubilance of what (he intended to 
have fpoken; that ihe could now tell 
them, her plenipotentiaries were arrived 
at Utrecht ; had begun, in purfuance of 
her inftrutSKons, to concert the moft pro- 
per ways of' procuring a juft iatisfadtion 
to all powers in alliance with her, accord- 
ing to their feveral treaties, and particu- 
larly with relation to Spain and the JFeJi^ 
Indies-, that fhe promifed to communi- 
cate to them the conditions of peace, be- 
fore the fame fhduld be concluded ; that 
the world would now fee how groundlcfs 

thofc 
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thofe reports were, and without the leaft 
colour, that a feparate peace had been 
treated s that her minifters were diredled 
to propofe, that a day might be fixed for 
the fihiftiiflg, as was done for the com- 
mencement of this treaty ; and that, in 
the mean time, all preparations were 
haftening for an early campaign, &c. 

Her Majefty's endeavours towards this 
great work having been in fuch a for- 
wardnefs at the time that her meifage 
was ient, I fhall here, as in the nK)ft pro- 
per place, relate the feyeral fteps by which 
the intercourfe between the courts o( France 
^d Britain was begun and carried on. 

The Marquis de Torc y, fcnt by the 
moil Chfiftian Kiiig to the Hague, had 
there, in the year One thoufand fevea 
hundred and nine, made very, advan- 
tageous ofiers to the allies, in his mafr 
ter's name; which our minifters, as well 
as thofe of the States, thought fit to re- ft 

fufe, and advanced other propofals in: 
their flcad, but of fuch a nature as no 
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|>fince could digeft, who did not li6 at 
-^ immediate mercy of his enemies. It 
was demanded, among d^er things, tbaf 
the French King (hould employ his owii 
troops, in conjundtron with thofe of th^ 
allies, to drive his grandfon out of Spain. 
The propofers knew very well, that the 
enemy would never confent to this ; and 
if it were poflible they could at firft have 
any fiich hopes, Monfr fiE Torgy aflUred 
them to the contrary, in a manner which 
might well be believed; for then the 
Britifh and Dutch plenipotentiaries were 
drawing up their demands.. They defired 
that minifter to aflift them in the ftylc 
and expreffion, which he very readily did, 
and made ufe of the ftrongeft words he' 
could fkid to pfcafe them. He then in- 
fifted to know their laft refolution, whe- 
ther thefe were the loweft terms the allies 
would accept; and having received a de- 
terminate anfwer in the affirmative,, he 
Ipoke to this eiFe<£t : * 

« Thar 
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^* That he thanked them heartily for 
giving him the happiefl: day he had 
ever feen in his life : that, in. perfect 
^^ obedience to bis mailer, he had made 
'^ conceflions^ in his own opinion, highly 
**^ derogatory to the King's honour and 
" intereft : that he had not concealed the 
" difficulties of his court, or the difcon- 
tents of his country, by a long and" 
unfuccefsful war, which could only 
juflify the large offers he had been 
impowered to make : that the condi^ 
tions of peace, now delivered into his 
hands t^ the allies, would raife a new 
ipirit in the nation, and remove the 
greateft difficulty the court lay under, 
putting it in his mailer's power to con- 
vince all his fubjedis how earneftly hi» 
Majefty defired to eafe them from the 
"' burthen of the war; but that his enc- 
" mies would not accept of any terms, 
" which could cbnfift either with their 
" fafety or his hontfur." Monf. Torcy 
aiTurcd the Penfioner, iti the ftrongeft 
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manner, and bid him count upon it, ^at 
the King his mailer would never fign 

thofe articles, 

*• 

It ibon appeared, that the Marquis de 
ToRCY*s predidtons were true *, for upon 
delivering tb his mafter die heft rdblu- 
tions of the allies, that Prince took care 
to publifh them all over his kingdom, as 
an appeal to his fukje£i:$ againfl: the un- 
reaibnabknefs and in^uftice of his ene* 
nues : which proceeding e£Fe(3'ually an-^ 
fwered the utmofl he intended by. k-, for 
the French nation, extremely jealous of 
their Monarch's glory, made univerfal 
o0ers of their lives and fortunes, rathef 
than fubmit to. fuch ignominious terms ; 
and the clergy, in particular, protn^d to 
give the Ring their confecratcd plate, 
towards continuing the war. Thus that 
mighty kingdom, generally thought to 
be wholly exhauftcd of its wealth, yet, 
when driven to a neceffity by the impru- 
dence of the allies, or by the corruption 
of particular men, who influenced their 

coun- 
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councils, recovered ftirength enough to 
fupport itfclf for three following cam- 
paigns : and in the laft, by the fatal blind-* 
nefs or obftinacy of the Dutch (venturing 
to aft without the affiftancc of Britain y 
which they bad (hajnefuUy abandoned), 
was an overmatch for the whole confede- 
rate army. 

Thofc who, in order to defend the 
proceedings of the allies, have given an 
account of this negociation, do wholly 
omit the circumftance I have now related^ 

r 

and exprefs the zeal of the Briti/h and 
Dutch minifters for a peace, by informing 
us how frequently they fent after Monf. 
DE ToRGY, and Monf. Rouille, for a 
farther conference. But in the mean 

time, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Sccre- 

* 

tary to the Queen's plenipotentiaries, was 
dispatched oyer hither, to have thoie 
abortive articles, figncd and ratified by, 
her Majefty at a venture, which ^vwis ac- 
cordingly done. A piece of management 
altogether abfurd, and without example.;. 
2 ^ con- 
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contrived only to deceive our people into 
a belief that a peace was intended, and to 
flicw what great things the miniftry de- 
igned to do« 

, But this hope expiring, upon the ftew$ 
^at France had refufed to fign thofe 
articles, all was folved by recourfe to the 
old topick of the Trench perfidioufnefe* 
We loaded them plentifully with igno- 
minious appellations ; they were a nation 
never to be trufted. The parliament 
chcarfully continued their fuppHes, and 
the war went on. The winter following 
began the f^cond and laft feffion of the 
preceding parliament, noted for the trial 
of Dr. Sacheverel, and the occafions 
thereby given to the people to difcover 
and exert their difpofitions, very oppofite 
to the defigns of thofe who were then in 
power. In the fummer of One thoufand 
feven hundred and ten, enfued a gradual 
change of the miniftryj and in the be- 
ginning of that winter the prefent parlia- 
ment was called. 

The 
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The King oi Frame ^ whofe real in- 
terefts made him fincerely defirous of 
any tolerable peace,, found it impoffible 
to treat upon equal conditions with either 
of the two Maritime iPowers engaged 
againft him, becaufc of the prevalency of 
fadtiojis in bothj who adted in concert to 
their mutual private advantage, altliough 
direftly againft the general difpofitions 
of the people in either, as well as againft 
their feveral maxims of government. But 
upon the great turn of affairs and coun*- 
cils here in Englandi the new parliament 
and minifters a(9ting froni other motives, 
and upon Other principles, that Prince 
hoped an opportunity might arife of re- 
fuming his endeavours towards a peace. 

There was at this time in England 2: 
French ecclefiafticjc, ; called the Abbe 
GAULTiEk, who had fefided feverial years 
ifi London J under the proteftion of fome 
foreign minifters, in whofe families he 
ijfcd, upon occafipn, to exercife his func-* 
ti^ft gf a prieft.^ After the battle oi Blefi^ 

heim^ 
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heim^ this gentleman went down to NoU 
tingbam^ where fcveral French prifoners 
of quality were kept, to whom he ren- 
dered thofe offices of civility fuitahle to 
perfons in their condition, which, upon 
their return to Vrance^ they reported to 
his advantage. Among the reft, the 
Chevalier de Croissy told his brodier, 
the Marquis de Torcy, that whenever 
the French court would have a mind to 
make overtures of peace with Englandy 
Monf. GuALTiER might be very ufefuUy 
employed in handing them to the minif- 
ters here. This was no farther thought 
on at pre/ent. In the mean time the war 
went on, and the conferences at the 
Hague zxidiGertruydenberg mifearried, by 
the allies infifting upon fuch demands as 
they neither expeded, nor perhaps de- 
fired, (hould be granted. 

Some time in yufyy One thoufand feven 
hundred and ten, Monf. Gualtier re- 
ceived a letter from the Marquis de 
ToRCY, fignifying, that a report being 

fpread 
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ipread of her Majefty's intentions to 
change her miniftry, to take Mr. Har- 
LEY into her councils, and to diffolve her 
parliament, the moft Chriftian King 
thought it might be now a favourable 
conjuTiiSure to offer new propofals of a- 
treaty: Monfi Gualtier was therefore 
directed to apply himfelf, in the Mar- 
quis's name, either to the Duke of 
Shrewsbury/ the Earl of Jersey, of 

Mr. Harley, and inform the French 
court how fuch a propofition would be 
relifhed. Gualtier chofe to deliver his 
meffage to the fecond of thofe, who had 
been ambaffador from the late King to 
France *y but the Earl cxcufcd himfelf 
from entering into particulars with a 
ftranger, and a private perfon, who had 
no authority for what he faid, more than 
a letter from Monf. de Torcy. Gual- 
tier offered to procure another from 
that minifter to the Earl himfelf; and 
did fb, in a month after : but obtained no 
anfwer till December following, when the 

Queen 
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Queen had made all neceflary changes^ 
^nd fummoned a free parliament to her 
wiflies. About the beginning of January ^ 
the Abbe (after having procured his dif- 
miffion from Count Gaj-las, the Em- 
perpr's envoy, at that time his proteftor) 
was fent to Parisy to ipform Monf. 
ToRC Y» that her Majefty would be will- 
ing his matter ihould refume die treaty 
with Hollandy provided the demands of 
EJtgland might he prcvioufly granted. 
GuALTiER came back, after a fhort ftay, 
with a return to his meffagc, that the 

• 

Dutch had ufed the moft Chriftian King 
and his lijinifters in fiich a manner, both 
at the Hague and Gertruydenherg^ as made 
that Prince refblve not to cxpofe bimfelf 
any more to the like treatment ; that he 
therefore chofe to addrefs himfelf to Kng-^ 
landy and was ready to make whatever 
offers her Majefty could reafonably ex-r 
pc£t, for the advantage of her own king-? 
doms, and the fatisfadtion of her allies, 

X Aftcf 
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After this meffage had been duly con- 
fidered by the Qiieen and her miniftersi 
Monf; GuALTiER was, difpatched a fe- 
cond time to France^ about the bcginniilg 
of March. One thoufand feven hundred 
and ten-eleven, with an anfwcr to the 
following purpofe : *^ That fince France 
had their particular reafons for not begin<- 
ning again to treat with Hallandi England 
was willing to remove that difficulty, and 
proposed it ihould be done in this man«» 
ner : That France (hould fend over hither 
the propofitions for a treaty, which 
/hould be trdnfinitted by England to 
Holland^ to be jointly treated on that fide 
of the water; but it was to be under- 
ftood, that the fame propofition formerly 
offered to Holland^ was to be made to 
England^ or one not lefs advantageous 
to the allies ; for although England would 
enter moft fincerely into fuch a treaty, 
and (hew, in the courfe of It, the clear^ 
nefs of their intentions; yet they could 
not, with .^honour, entertain a lefs be- 

*G neficial 
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neficial propofal than what was offered 
Ho the States." 

That prince^ as Well as his minifter, 
Monl? DE ToRcy, either fdt, or affeifted, 
fo much refcntment df the ufa'ge the latter 
had riid at the Hi^ue and Gef^trnyden^ 
hergy tiiat they appeared folly de^erminc'd 
ftgainft mating any ^plication to the 
States, where the fame perfons continued 
M in power, of whofe treatment l!iey 
fo heavily complainedL They feemed 
altogether to tKftruft the inclination of 
that republick towards a peace 5 but at 
the fthie time fhewed a mighty cotoi- 
p^aifance to Ac Englt/h nation, and a 
dcfire to have her majefty at the head of 
a treaty. This appears by the firft over- 
ture m form fent from that kingdom^ 
and figned by Monf. bs Torc y, on the 
twenfy-fecond of Aprils N- S. One thou- 
fend ieven hundred and eleven, to the 
following effcdt ; 

" That as 4t codld riot be doubted but 
^* the King was in a condition of con- 

** tinning 
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^^ tinuiog the w*r with hoaour, fo it 
^ could not be looked on as a madk of 
^' vrcakaeTs in hie MajeAy to bseak 'the 
^* £ience lie had kept fioce the confb- 
^^rences at Gertruj^nierg^ and that, 
"^Mpeifore die opening of the campaigri, 
^' he now gives farther proofs the de- 
^' iire He alwajrs had to procure the rqpoib 
^^of Europe. Bat after what he hath 
ibnndy ixjr experience, of. the ifefniment& 
of thofe pcrfons who now* govern 
^ republi(ik of IfsUand^ and df their 
induftry in rendenng till negociations 
'widiout efiedy his Majefty wiH, for the 
publickgood, offer to thefi^Z^ na-* 
tion thofe^propofitions, whtdi he thinks 
**-fit \o make for terminating the war, 
" and for fetding the tranquility df jEz^- 
^^Tope upon a 'folid foundation. It is 
** with this view that be t:>ffcrs to enter 
** into a treaty of peace, founded on the 
fallowing conditions. 

Fifft, The Englijh nation ftiall have 
!* real fccuritias for carrying on their trade 
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" in Spairt^ the Tndiesy and ports of the 
" Mediterranean. 

" Secondly* The King will confcnt to 
.*Vform a fufficient barrier in the Low 
,^ Countries^ for the fccurity of die re- 
publick of Holland y and this barrier 
(hall be ilich as England fhzA agree 
upon and approve ; his Majcfty. pro- 
" mifing, at the fame time, an intirc 
*^ liberty and fecurity to the trade of the 
^yDutclh 

" Thirdly, All reafonable methods 
" fhall be thought on, with fincerity 
" and truth, for giving ;fatisfa<^on to the 
" allies of England and Helfand. 

" Fourthly, Whereas the affairs of the 
" King of Spain are in fa good a coijdi- 
*^ tion as to furnifh new expedients for 
" putting an end to the diiputes about 
" that monarchy, and for fettling it to 
** the fatisfadiioh of the fcveral parties 
" concerned, all fincere endeavours ^all 
•^ be ufed for furmountipg the difficulties 
*^ arifen upon this occafion s and the 

" trade 
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« trade; and intcrcft of all parties engaged 
" in the prefent war ihall be fecured. 
. " Fifthly, The conferences, in order 
to treat of a peace upon thefe condi- 
tbns, fhall. be immediately opened; 
*.^ and the plenipotentiaries, whom the 
" King (hall name to aflift thereat, (hall 
?* treat with thofc of England and IS?/- 
^ lanJ, either , alone, or in conjundtion 
" with thofe of their allies, as England 
'' (hall chufe. 

Sixthly, His Majefty propofes the 
towns of ^ix la Chapelk or Liege for 
the place where the plenipotentiaries 
(hall affemble, leaving the choice like- 
wife to England of either of the faid 

'* towns, wherein to treat a general 

" peace/' 

The(c overtures, although exprefling 
much confidence in the minlftry here, 
great deference to the Queen, and difplea- 
fure againft the Dutchy \vere inimediately 
tranfmitted by her Majefty 's command to 
her amba(rador in Hollandy with orders, 
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tSiat tb^ (btmld be comtmmicafiod to die 
Pcnfibnary. TI» Abb6 Oualtieh was 
deiircd to fignify tfab proceeding to the 
Marquis dc Torcy ; at the lame time tey 
Idt that minifl^r underftaiid^ that fome of 
the above articles ought to be explained. 
The Lord Raby^ now Earl •of Straf- 
ford^ was dire^d to tell the Peniionary^ 
that her Majefty being refolvedv in n&aking 
peace' as in making war, to a€t in perfect 
concert with the States, would not Idk a 
moment in tranfmittiilg to him a paper of 
this impcH'tance : that the Q^en earneftly 
defired, that the fecret might be kept 
among as few as poffible } and that (he 
hoped the Penfionary would advife upon 
this occafk)n with no pcrfon whatfbever, 
except fuch, a^ by the conftitutioii of that 
government, are unavoidably neceffary: 
that the terms of the feveral propofitions 
were indeed too general 5 but, however, 
they contained an offer to treat: and 
that, although there appeared an air of 
complaifance to£;3r^i!(7/ir^ through the whole 

papep. 
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paper, and the contrary to Holhndy yet 
this could have no ill confequences, as 
long as the Qu^en and the States took 
car^ to underAand each other, aqd to a£t 
with as little re&rve as bedame two pow-* 
crs, fb nearly allied in intereft; which 
rule, on the part of J^ritain^ fhould be in-- 
Violably obferved. It was fignified like-'' 
wife to the Penfionary, that the Duke of 
Marlborough had no communication 
of this affair from England^ and that it 
was fuppofed he would have none from 
the Hague. 

After thefe propofals had been con- 
fidered in HoJIanJj the ambaflador was 
direded tp iend baok the opinion of thp 
Dutch minifters upon th«n. The court 
here was, indeed, apprehenfive, that the 
Penfionary would be alarmed at f he whole 
frame of Monfieur de Torcy's paper, and 
particularly at thefe exprefCons, that the 
EngHJh fliall have real fecurities for their 
trade, SSc. and that the barrier for the 
8tates<-general fh^^t be fuch as England 

G4 fliall 
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(hall agree upon and. approve. It was na- 
tural to thinks that the fear which the 
Dutch would concqive of our obtaining^ 

advantageous terms for Britain^ might 
put them upon trying under-hand foe 
themfblves^ and endeavouring to over-* 
reach us in the management of the peace» 
as they had hitherto done in that of the 
war : the ambafTador was therefore cau- 
tioned to be very watchful in difcovering 
any workings, which might tend that way. 
When the Lord Raby was firft fent to 
the Haguej the Duke of Marlborough, 
and Lord Townshend, had, for very ob- 
vious reafons, ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours to involve him in as many difficul- 
ties as they could ; upon which, and other 
accounts, needlefs to mention, it was 
thought proper, that his grace, then in 
J^landers^ fhould npt be let into the fecret 
of this affair. 

The propofal of Jlix or tdege for a 
place of treaty, was only. a farther xnark 
of their old difcontqnt againft BpHandy to 

I fcew 
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fliew they would, not name any^ towa 
which belonged to the States. 

The Pcnfionary having confulted thofe 
who had been formerly employed in the 
negociations of peace^ and enjoined them 
the utmoft fecrecy, to avoid the jealoufy 
of the foreign minifters there, defired the 
ambaflador to return her Majefty thanks, 
for the obliging manner of communis 
eating the French overtures, for the con* 
fidence (he placed in the States, and for 
her promife of making no ftep towards a 
' peace, but in concert with them, alTuring 
her of the like on their part: that Al- 
though the States endeavoured to hide It 
from the enemy, they were as weary of 
the war as we, and very heartily defirous 
of a good and , lading peace, as well as 
ready tq join in any method, by which 
her Majefty fhould think proper, to db^ 
tain it ; that the States looked upon thefo 
proppfitions as very dark and general; and 
they obf^rved how the enemy would 
create jealoufies between the Queen, 

their 
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theiF republick, and the^ other allies ; but 
they were fatisfied it would have no cf- 
£eOi, and relied entirely on the juftnefs 
afid prudence of her MajeHy^ who they 
doubted not, would make the French ex- 
plain themfelves more particularly in the 
feveral points of their propofals^ and fend 
4 plan of the particular conditions where*^ 
upon they would make a peace : after 
which> the States would he ready> either 
tQ join with her Majefty, or to make 
their objeftions, and were prepared to 
bring \vith them ^11 the facility im^ina- 
ble, towards promoting fo good a work. 

This is the fbm of the verbal anfwer 
made by the Penfionary, upon communi- 
cating to him the French propofals ; and 
I have chofen to fet it down> rather than 
tranfcribe the other given to the ambaifa- 
dor fome days after, which was more in 
form, and to the fame purpofe, but 
ihorter, and in my opinion not fo well dif> 
covering the true diipofition of the Dutch 
minifters. 

For 
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For after the X^en had tranfoiitted 
the French overtures to Hollemd^ and the 
States found her Majefty was bent m ear- 
neft upon the thcmghts of a peace, they 
began to caft about how to get the nego*^ 
ciatlon into their own hands. They knew 
that whatever power received the firfl: 
propofals, would be wife enough to ftipu« 
late fomething for chemfelves, as they had 
done in their own cafe, both at the Hague 
and Gertruyden&ergj where they carved as 
^ey pleafed, without any regard to the 
interefts of their neareft allies. For this 
reafon, while they endeavoured to amufe 
the Britijh court wiirh expoftulations upon 
the feveral preliminaries ient from France^ 
Monfieur Petecui^^, a forward meddling 
agent of Iklftein^ who had «eiided fome 
years in Holland^ negociated with Hien- 
siuSjthe Grand penfionary, as well as with 
Vanderdussen and Buys, about reftbr- 
ing the conferences between France and 
that republick, broke off in Gertruyden - 
berg. Purfuant to which, about the end 

2 of 
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of May^ N. S. One thoufand feven 
hundred and eleven, Pete cum wrote to 
the Marquis de Torcy, with the privity 
of the Penfxonary, and probably of the 
other two. The fubftance of his letter 
was to inform the Marquis, that things 
might eafily be difpofed, fo as to fettle a 
correfpondence between that crown and 
the republick, in order to renew the 
treaty of peace. That this could be 
done with the greater fccrecy, becauie 
MonficurHiEN SI us, by virtue of his oath 
as Penfionary, might keep any affair pri- 
vate as long as he thought neceffary, and 

was not obliged to communicate it, until 
he believed things were ripe ; and as long 
as he concealed it'frcyn his matters, he 
was not bounfd to difcover it, either to the 
minifters of the Emperor, or thofe of her 
Britljh Majcfty. . That fince England 
thought it proper for King Charles to 
continue the whole campaign in Ciatalo^ 
may (though he fhould be chofen Em- 
peror) in order to fupport the war in. 

Spain^ 
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Spain^ it was neceflary for Frame to treat 
in the moil fecret manner whh the States, 
who were not now fo violently, as for- 
merly, againft having Philip on the Spa^ 
nijh throne, upon certain condiitions £[»: 
fecuring their trade, but M^ere jealous of 
England % 4?fign to fortify fome trading 
towns in Spain for themfclves. That 
HiENSius, extremely defired to get out 
of the war for fome reaibns, w^ich he 
(Pete cum) wa§ not permitted to tell 5 
and that Vanderdussek, and BvYfi 
were impdtient to have the negociations 
with Frame once more fet on foot» 
which, if Monfieur Torcy thought fit 
to confe^tto, Petecum engaged that the 
States would determine to fettle the pre- 
Jiminaries, in the midway between Paris 
and the Hague, with whatever minifters 
the moft Chriitian King ihouM pleafe to 
employ. But Monfieur Torcy refufed 
this overture, and in hi^ anfwer to Mon- 
fieur Petecum, affigned for the reafon 
the treatment his mafter's former propd- 

fals 
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616 bad m«t with at the Hague md Ger^ 

kmd. Bfitmd and Midland fcemed pnetfif 
treS agreed, chat i£bo^ propi»&ls were to» 
kwfe wsd iimperfedt to be a foundation for 
tRiSBrmg upon a gcaeral treaty ; ami 
MoniieurOuALTxsR was dcfired to £g«- 
t&fy to the l^mcb court, ^at it was ex* 
})eS:6d thty ;ft^d eitplain tfaem&lres 
iiibre fuirticcdsrly on Ae feveral articks. 

^But in %he isdftn time the Queen was 
fimily i«f6lved, that the interefts ^f luer 
e^n feingdcmss-fkould !not be neglected stt 
this ^unfikure, as they h^d formerly twice 
been, "Whfle the Dutch were principd 
Itian^crs df a negoektion whh France. 
Her Mttje% had given frequent and early 
ndtict to *he ^atcs, of ihte general ^Mpo- 
fition of her peopile ^towards a peace, of 
her own ina:bility to continne tfie war 
npcfn the bid fdot, under the 'difedvantage 
<jf unequal quotas, and the univerfal 
haekwardnefe of her allies. She had 
likewife informed them of ievcral ad- 
vances 
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vances wia:dfe to her on tiic fide of France^ 
Xvhidi '^e had refufed to heark«i toi, till 
file had coa:6ilted whh thofc, her good 
friends ftAd confederate, asid heaird lh«tr 
opinion on that fubjcA : b^t idie Dutdii 
who afplprehended Md^ing more dian t^ 
ittBrttiHn at the head of ^ treaty, WeiA 
backward atid fallen, iMiked all fMropo^ 
fals hy the Queen's intervention, and iMi 
it was a piece of artifice of France to <dSt^ 
vide jthe allies ; befides, they khew ^ 
iniiiSftry ivas yoang, itA idie oppdite fac-*- 
tidn had 'giv6!n theitti ailuMices, ihat !^ 
pec^le ^ England would never endure k 
pfeafce Without 5/^/;^, nor the men in 
j)ower <lare ^ atteihjA it, after the r efe* 
tetioris of one hoirfe of parliament to the 
contrary. But, intbemidA of this tmwil-^ 
Hfi^nefs to receive -any overtures from 
France by the Queen's hands, thb jDutci 
minifters were a£tus31y engaged in a ccrr-< 
refpohdenoe with that court, where they 
urged Odr inability to hegin a treaty, by 
rcafon of thofe fa^ions which themfelves 

had 
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had infiatned, and were ready to coni^ 
mence a negociation upon much eafier 
terms thaa what they fuppofed we de-» 
fhanded. For i)ot to mention the Duke 
tif LoRRAiN*s intcrpofition in behalf of 
Hollandy which France abfolutely refufed 
to accept ; the letters fent from the 
Dutch to. that court> were (hewn fome 
months after to a Britifh minifter there^ 
which gave much weight to Monfieur db 
Torcy's infinua^tions ; that he knew 
where to meet with xxxovt compliance, if 
the neceffity of affairs fhould force him 
to it, by our refufal j and the violence of 
^e States againfl: our entertaining of that 
correfpondence, was only becaufe they 
knew theirs would never be accepted, at 
leaft till ours were thrown off. 

The Queen, fenfiblc of all this, re-* 
fclved to provide for her own kingdoms ; 
and having therefore prepared fuch de- 
mands for her principal allies, as might 
be a ground for proceeding to a general 
treaty, without pretending to adjuft their 

fcveral 
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feverai inierefts, . Slie refolv^ to ffipalatc 
in a particular manner the advantage of 
Britain : the foilo^mg prelimihary de- 
mands were accordingly drai^n up) in or^ 
der to be trdnfmittcd to Franai 

" Great Britain wiM not enter ioto any 
^VnegDCtation of peaces otherwifc than 
*^ v^oil tbcfe cohdkiofisy bbt^ned before- 
" hand* 

" That the \M3ibn of the two crowrts 
^' of France and Epain ihali be prevented : 
*' thai; fttas&ddour fhali be giveol to ail th6 
*^ fillies, and trade fetded and nv^intained/' 

" If France be difpofed to treat upon 
"this view, it is not to be doubted, that 
" the following propofitions will be found 
f^ rcaibnable. 

" A Banrier fhall be formed in the 
^* Lorn Omntriei for the States-general ; 
" and their trade fliall be fecured. 

" A Barrier like wife {hall be formed 
" for the Empire. 

* 

"The prctcnfions of all the allies, 
*• founded upon former treaties^ fliall 
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** be regulated and deterniiaed to 

general fadsfo&ion. 

In order to make a more equal ba-* 

lance of power in Itafy^ the dominions 
*' and territories, which in the bc^ning of 
" the pre&nt war belonged to the Duke 
*' of Savoy^ and are now in the pofleilion 
^' of France^ (hall be reftorcd to his royal 
^' highnefs $ and fuch other places in Bafy 

{hall be yielded to hiixit as will be found 

neceilary and agreeable to .the fenie of 

former treaties made with this prince. 

" As to Great Britain in particular, the 
'* fucceifion to the crown of the kingdoms, 
'^ according to the prefent eftabliihment, 
'^ fhall be acknowledged. 

" A new treaty of commerce between 
" Great Britain m:d France ihall be made, 
" after the moft juft and reafbnable man- 
" ner. 

^^ Dunkirk fhall be demoliflied ; G/^- 
" rahar and Port-Mabon fhall remain in 
" the hands of the prefent pofTeflbrs. 

'^ The 
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« The Ertglijh (hall have the Affiento 
•* in the fame manner the French now 

enjoy it ; and fuch places in the Spanijh 

Weft^InSes ihall be afligned to thofe 
*^ concerned in this traffick, for the re« 
^^ frefliment and fale of their negroes, as 
^^ ihall be found neceflary and convenient. 

" All advantages, rights, and privi- 
'^ leges already granted, and which may 
" hereafter be granted by Spain to the 
** fnbje<3:s of France^ or to any other 
^^ nation whatfoever, ihall be equally 
" granted to the fubjefts of Great Bri^ 



trade in the Spanijh Weft^Indies^ certain 
places to be named in the treaty of 
peace, (hall be put into poileffion of the 
Engli/h. 

Newfoundland^ with the Bay and 
Streights of Hud/any fhall be entirely 
reftored to the Englijh -, and Great Bri^ 
" tain and France Q^aU feyerally keep 
!' and ppflefs all thofe countrie$^and terri* 

H 2 ** tones 
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^* torics in North America^ which each of 
'^^ the faid nations fliall be in pofieffion of 
'* at the time when the ratification of 
•** this treaty fhall^be publiftied in thofe 
** parts of the world. 

" Thefc demands, and all other pro- 
'* ceedings between Gnat Britain^ (hall 
** be kept inviolably fecret, until they arc 
" pnblifhed by the mutual confentof both 
♦^ parties/'. 

The laft article was not only intended 
for avoiding, if poffible, the jeiloufy of 
the Dutch^ but to prevent the clamours of 
the abettors here at home, who,, under 
the pretended fears of our doing injuftice 
to the Dtitch^ by a(9:ing without the privity 
of that republicki in order to make a fe- 
parate peace> would be ready to drive on 
the worft defigns againft the Queen and 
miniflry, in order to recover the poWer 
they had loft. 

In Junej One thoufand feven hundred 
and eleven, Mr. Priori a per&n of great 
dlftindion, not only on account of his 

4 wit. 
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wit, but for his abilities in the manage^ 
ment of affairs, and who had been for*- 
merly employed at the French court, was 
difpatcbed thither ]yy her Majefty with the 
foregaing demands. This gentleman was 
received at P^erfailles with great civility. 
The King declared, that no proceeding, 
in order to a general treaty, would be f6 
agreeable to him as by the intervention 
<ii England', and that his Majefly, being 
defirous to contribute with all hjs powet 
towards the repofe of Europe^ did anfwer 
to the demands which had been made, 
. " That he would confent freely and 
*^ fincerely to all juft and reafonable me- 
thods, for hindering the crowns of 
France and Spain from being ever 
united under the fame prince ; his 
" Majefty being perfuaded, that fuch ah 
^' exeefs of power would be as contrary 
^* to the general good and repofe of £«- 
"^^ ropey as it was oppofite to the will of 
^* the late Catholick King Charles th^ 
^ fccond. He faid his intention was, 

H 3 ^: tUat 
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** that all parties in the prefent war fhould 
** find their reafonablc fatisfadion in the 
^^ intended treaty of peace ; and that trade 
'^ ihould be fetded and maintained for 
" the future, to the advantrgc of thofc 
" nations which formerly pofTefTed it. 

" That as the King will cxadkly ob- 
" fcrvc the conditions of peace, whenever 
^' it {hall be concluded ^ and as the ob« 
" je(fl he propofedi to himfelf, is to fecure 
*5 the frontiers of his own kingdom, with- 
** out giving any fort of difturbance to his 
^^ neighbours, he promifeth to agree, that 
*^ by the future treaty of peace, the Dutch 
^^ {hall be put into pofleffion of all for-^ 
*^ tified places as {hall be fpecified in the 
*' faid treaty to ferve for a barrier to that 
'^ republick, again{l all attempts on the 
" fide of France. He engages likewi{e 
to give all neceflSiry fecurities, for re- 
moving the jealoufies raifed among the 
" German princes of his Maje{ly's de* 
♦*figns. ' 
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** That when the conferences, in order 
to a general treaty, {hall be formed, all 
the pretenfions of the feveral princes 
^' and flates engaged in the pre&nt war, 
^^ ihall be fairly and amicably difcufled; 
*' nor fhall any thing be omitted, which 
may regulate and determine them to 
the fatisfaftion of all parties. 
^' That, purfuant to the demands 
^' made by Englandy his Majefty promifcs 
" to reftore to the Duke of Savoy thefc 
** demefnes and territories, which bc- 
*^ longed to that prince at the beginning 
** of this war, and which his Majefty is 
" now in poflcflion of ; and the King 
*' confents furdier, that fuch other places; 
** in Italy ihall be yielded to the Duke 
" of Savoy, as fhall be found neceflary, 
^* according to the fenfe of thofe treaties 
^' made between the faid Duke and his 
" allies. 

That the King's fentiments of the 
prefent government of Great Britain^ 
the ' open declaration he had made in 

H 4 . ml- 
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'^ HoUand of his rofolutkm to treat of 
'^ peace, by applicttiqns to the Englijb i' 
^^ the afTurances he had given of engaging 
" the King of Spain to leave Gibraltar in 
*' our hands (all which are convincing 
" proofs of his perfeft cfteem for a na- 
" tion ftill in war with him) ; leave no 
" room to doubt of his: Majefty*s inch-- 
*' nation to give Bngkmd. all fecuritics and 
^^ advantages for their trade, which tbcy 
" can reafonably demand. But as his 
^^ Majefty cannot perfuade himiHf, that 
^' a government, fo clear^fighted as ours, 
" will infift upon conditions which muft 
" abfolutely deftroy the trade of France ^ 
** and Spain y as well ^s that of all other, 
** nations of Europe^ he thinks the de- 
*^ mahds made by Qr eat, Britain may re^, 
*^ quire a more particular difcuflion. 

« ■ , 

" That, upon this foundation, the King. 

• • -. »•...»«. _• 

*' thought the beft way of advancing; apd, 
*^ perfefting a negociation, the beginnipg 
" of which he had feen with fo mu(ch> 
♦^ fttisfadionj would be to fend into l^ng^, 

« land 
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** land a perfon inftrudted in his ihten^ 
tion, and authorized by him to agree 
upon fccurities for fettling the trade of* 
** the {vh]c^s of Englami I and thofe par- 
ticular advantages to he ftipulated in 
their :favour, without deftroying the 
" trade of the French and Spaniards^ or 
" of other nations in Cbriftendom. 

" That therefore his Majefty had 
'^diargcd the perfon chofen for thijs 
" commiflion, to anfwer the other ar*. 
" tides of the memorial given him by 
^* Mr. Prior, the fecret of which (hould 
" be cxadWy obferved." 

Monf. DE ToRCY had, for fomie years 
pail, ufed all his endeavours to incline his 
mafter towards a peace, purfuant to the 
maxim of his. uncle Colbert, " That a 
" long war was not for the intereft of 
" France'' ' It was for this reafon the 
King made choice of him in the con- 
ferences at i\it Haguei the bad fuccefs 
whereof, akhough it filled him vj^ith re-* 
jfentments againft the Dutch^ did not alter - 

"his 
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his opinion : but he was violently oppofed 
by a party both in the court and king- 
dom, who pretended to fear he would 
facrifice the glory of the prince and 
country by too large conceffions ; or per* 
haps would rather wi(h that the iirfl of- 
fers ihould have been ftill made to the 
Dutcb^ as a people more likely to be lefs 
Iblicitous about the intereft of Britain^ 
than her Majefty would certainly be for 
theirs: and the particular deiign of Mr. 
Prior was to find out, whether that 
minifter had credit enough with his 
Prince, and a fupport firom others in 
power, fufiicient to over-rule the fadtioii 
againft peace- 
Mr. Prior's journey could not be kept 
a fecret, as the court her£ at firft feemed 
to intend it. He was difcoyered at his 
return by an officer of the port at Dover, 
where he landed, after fix weeks abfence f 
upon which the Dutch Gazettes and Eng^- ^ 

^News-papers were full of Ipccula- 
tions. 

At 
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At the fame time with Mr. Prior there 
arrived from France Monf Mesnaoer, 
Knight of the order of St. Michael, 
and one of the council of Trade to the 
moft Chriftian King. His commiffion 
was, in general, impowering him to treat 
with the minifter of any prince engaged 
in the war againft his mafter. In his 
firft conferences with the Queen's minis- 
ters, he pretended orders to infift, that 
her Majefty {hould enter upon particular 
engagements in feveral articles, which 
did not depend upon her, but concerned 
only the intereft of the allies reciprocally 
with thofe of the moft Chriftian Kling ; 
whereas the negociation had begun upon 
this principle, that France (hould confent 
to adjuft the interefts of Great Britain 
in the firft place, whereby her Majefty 
would be afterwards enabled, by her 
good offices on all fides, to facilitate the 
general peace. The Queen refolved ne- 
ver to depart fr6m this principle; but 
was abfolutely determined to remit the 

parti* 
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particular intercfts of the allies to gene* 
ral conference^, where jQie would do the 
utmoft in her power to procure the re- 
pofe of Europe^ and the fatisfaftion of 
all parties. It was plain, France could 
run no hazard hy this proceeding, becaufe 
the prelin^inary articles would Kave no 
force before a general peace was figned : 
therefore it was not doubted but Monf. 
Mesnager would have orders to wave 
this new pretenfion, and go on in treating 
upon that foot which was at iirft pro- 
pofed. In (hdrt, the minifters required a . 
pofitive and fpeedy anfwer to the articles « 
in queftion, fince they contained only fuch 
advantages $nd Jfecurities as^ her Majeily 
thought fhe had a right to require from 
any prince whatfoever, to whom the do- 
jpinions of Spain fhould happen to fall. 

The particular demands of Britain 
were formed into «ight articles ^ to which 
Monf. Mesnager, having tranfmitted to 
his court and received new powers from 
thcBce, had orders to ^vc his mafter's 

con* 
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confent, by way of anfwers to the fcveral 
points, to be obligatory only after a ge- 
neral peace. Thefe demands, together 
with the anfwers of the French King, 
were drawn up and figned by Monf. 
Mesnager, and her Majeily*s two prin- 
cipal Secretaries of ftate ^ whereof I fliall 
here prefent an extra<5t to the reader. 

In the preamble the' moft Chriftian 
King fets forth, " That being particularly 
^^ informed by the laft memorial which 
" the Briti/h minifters delivered tc> Monf. 
" Mesnager, of the difpofitions of this 
** crown to facilitate a general peace, ta 
*^ the fatisfadion of the feveral parties 
" concerned ; and his Majefty finding, in 
*' efieft, as the faid memorial declares, 
" that he runs no hazard by engaging 
" himfelf in the manner there expreffed, 
" fince the preliminary articles will be of 
*^.no force, until the figningof the gene*^ 
** ral ' peace ; and being fincerejy defirous 
" to advance, to the utmoft of liis power, 

" the repofe of Europe^ cipeciaBy by a 

** way 



C€ 
CC 
CC 



V 



iia HISTORY OF the FOUR 

^^ way fo agreeable as the interpofition of 
V a Princefsy whom fo many ties of blood 
ought to unite to him, and whofe fen* 
timents for the publick tranquility can- 
not be doubted ; iiis M ajefly, moved by 
^^ thefe conliderations, hath ordered Monf. 
"Mesnager, Knight, (s*r. to give the 
•^ following anfwerSy in writing, to the 
^^ articles contained in the memorial tranf^ 
•^mitted to him, intituled. Preliminary 
** Demands for Great Britain in parti^ 
« cularr 
The articles were thefe that follow. 
" Firft^ The fuccefHon to the crown 
to be acknowledged, according to the 
prefent eftabliihment. 

Secondly, A new treaty of com- 
*' merce between Great Britain and 
" France to be made, after the moft juft 
^* and reafonable manner. 

" Thirdly, Dunkirk to be demolifhed. 
** Fourthly, Gibraltar and Part-Mahm 
*' to continue in the hands of thofe who 
*^ now poiTefs them« 

*' Fifth- 
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^' Fifthly, The Afficnto (or liberty of 
" felling negroes to the Spani/h Weft- 
'^ Indies) to be granted to the Englijh^ ia 
^' as full a manner as the French poflels it 
^^ at prefent ; and fuch places in the faid 
^< Weft Indies to be aiHgned to the peribns 
^^ concerned in this trade, for the re-* 
<' fre(hment and fale of their negroes^ as 
^' ihall be fouod neceflary and con ve«- 
^' nient. 

" Sixthly, Whatever advantages, privi- 
" leges, and rights are already, or may 
hereafter be, granted by Spain to the 
fubjedts of France^ or any other nation, 
fhall be equally granted to the fubjeds 
" of Great Britain. 

" Seventhly, For better protedting their 

trade in the Spant/h Weft Indies, the 

Englijh fhall be put into poffeffion of 

fuch places as fhall be named in the 

treaty of peace, 

" Or, as an equivalent for this article,^ 

f^ that tihe Afficnto be granted to Britain 

\^ for the term of thirty years. That the 

a '' illc 
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jflc of St. Cbrifiopbers be likcwife fe- 
cured to the Efigli/h. 

f ' That the advantages and exemption 
•^ from duties, promifed by Monfieur 
.** Mesnaoer, which he affirms will 
amount to fifteen per cent* upon all 
goods of the growth and manufacture 
*^ of Great Britain^ be effedually al- 

*• lowed. 

" That whereas, on the fide of the 
river of Plafe^ the Engli/b are not in 
poflcflion of any colony^ a certain ex- 
tent of territory be allowed them on 
V the faki river, for refrefliing and keep- 
" ing their Negroes, till they are fold to 
" the Spaniards ; fubjed, neverthelefs, t6 
" the infpeftion of an ofiicer appointed 
by Spain. 

Eighthly, Newfoundland and the Bay 
and Streights of Hud/on, (hall be in- 
" tirely reftored to the Engtijh ; and 
" Great Britain and Prance fhall rcfpec- 
" tively keep whatever dominions in N^-tb 
" America each of them fliall be in pof- 

^* fcflion 
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** feflion of, when the ratification of this 
" treaty fliall be publifhed in thofe parts 
*' of the world*" 

The fix firft Articles wete allowed 
without anjr difficulty, except that about 
Dunkirky where France was to have an 
equivalent, to be fettled in a general 
treaty. 

Difficulty arifing upon the f^venth ar- 
ticle, the propofed equivalent was al- 
lowed inftead thereof. 

The laft article was referred to the 
general treaty of peace, otAy \ht French 
infifted to have the power of fifhing iot 
Cod, and drying them on the ifland of 
Newfoundland. 

Thefe articles were to be looked upon 
as conditions, which the naoft Chriftian 
King confented to allow ; and whenever 
a general peace fhould be figned, they 
were to be digefted into the ufual form 
of a treaty, to the fatisfadtion of both 
crowns. 

I The 
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The Queen having thus pravided for 
the fecurity and advantage of her king^ 
doms, whenever a peace fhould be niade^ 
and upon terms no way interfering v^ith 
the intereft of her allies ; the next thing 
in order, was to procure from France fuch 
preliminary articles, as might be a ground 
upon which to commence a general 
treaty. Thefe were adjufted, and £gned 
the £iine day with the. former > and 
having been delivered to the feveral mi- 
sifters redding here from the powers ia 
alliance with England^ were quickly made . 
publick. But the various conflrudions^ 
and cenfures which paiTed upon them, 
have made it neceflary to give the reader 
the following tranfcript : 

*^ The King being willing to contri-^ 
^ bute all that is in his power, to the 
re-eftablkhingof the general peace^ his^ 
Majefty declares, 

. " li That he will acknowledge the* 
" Queen of Great Britain in that quality^ 

"as 
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*^ as alfi> the fucfceffioD of that crow»> ao 
v^ CQrding tp the prefcat fcttlement- 

** IL That he willfrwJy, »ncl hnifide^ 
^^ confeijt to the taking a,U juft and rea*^ 
*' fonable mcafureS, for hindering ths^t the 
*' crowns of Frame and ^p4in m^y ever 
'^ he united on the head of the fame 
prince J his Majcily being perfuaded, 
that this exceft of power would be con- 
trary to the good and quiet of Uurvpe. 

. ** m/The King's mention i?, that all 
" the parties engaged in the prefent war^ 
• *^ without excepting any of them, may 
^' find their reafonable fatisfaftion in the 
*' treaty of peace, which fhall be made: 
" That commerci^ may be re-eftahliflied 
"^^ and maintained for the future, to the 
*' advantage of Great Britain^ of Holland^ 
** and of the odier nations, who hav0 
.^* been accuftomed to exercife commerce, 

IV. As the King will like wife main^ 
tain exadly the obfervation of the 
peace> when it fhall be concluded* 
^ad the obje<fl, the King propofes to 

I 2 " him- 



cc 



<c 

€C 



it6 mSTORY OF THE rOUR 

" hiinfclf> being to fccore the ifronticrs of 
" his kingdom, without difturbing in any 
'* manner whatever the neighbouring 
" ftates, he promifes to agree, by the 
treaty which (hall be made, that the 
Dutcb ihadl be put in poflefilon of the 
fortified places, which (hall be men- 
** tioned, in the Nether Jan^ls, to ferve here- 
•^ after for a barrier ; which may fecure 
" the quiet of the republick of Holland 
" againft any enterprize from the part of 
** France. 

** V. The King cdnfents likewife^ that 
" a fecure and convenient barrier fhould 
" be formed for the Empire, alid for 
•* the houfe of Austria. 

*' VI. Notwithftanding Dunkirk cxA 
*^ the King very great fums, as well to 
** purcfcafe it, as to fortify it ; and that it 
" is further neceflary to be at very confi- 
" derable expence for razing the works, 
" his Majefty is willing however to cii- 
** gage to caufe them to be demoliflied, 
^^ immediately after the conclufion of the 

" peace. 
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" peace, on condition, that, for the forti- 
*^ fications of that place, a proper equi- 
'* valent, that may content him, be given 
^ him : And, as England cannot furnifh 
V that equivalent, the difcuiHon of it (hall 
^ be referred to tiie conferences to be held 
** for the negociation of the peace. 

" VIL When the conferences for the 
** negociation of the peace fhall be 
** formed, all the preteniions of the 
*^ princes and ftates, engaged in the pre- 
*^ fent war, . (hall be therein difcuffed 
" btmdjide^ and amicably : And nothing 
" (hall be omitted to regulate and termi- 
^ nate them, tathe fatisfa(Sion of ail the 
^* parties. 

Mesnager.*' 

Thefe overtures are founded upon the 
eighth article of the grand alliance, made 
in One thoufand feven hundred and one; 
wherein are contained the conditions, 
without which a peace is not to be made 5 
and. whoever compares both, will find 

I 3 the 
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the preliminaries to reach every point 
propoTed in that article, which thofe who 
cehfured them at homei if they fpdce 
their thoughts, did not underfland : for 
nothing can be plainer, dun what the 
publick hath often been tolda that the 
recovery pf Spain from the houfe of 
Bourbon was a thing never imagined, 
when the war began, but a juft and rea- 
fonablefatisfa&iontotheEmperQr. Much 
lefs ought fuch a condition to be held ne-- 
Ceflary at prefent, not only bec^ufe it is* ^ 

allowed on all h&i^ds to be impradticable, 
but like wife becauie, by the changes in 
the Austrian and Bourbon families, it 
would not be fafe: neither did thofe, 
who were loudefl in blaming the French 
preliminaries, know any thing of the ad- 
vantages privately iUpulated for Britain^ 
whofe intereft, they aflured us, were aU 
made a facrifice to the conniption or folly 
^ pf the managers ; and therefore, becauie 
the oppofers of peace have been better 

infqrmec} by what they have iifice hear4 

and 
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and feen, they have changed their bat- 
tery, and accufed the minifters for be- 
traying the Dutch. 

Thfe Lord Raby, her Majefty's ambaf- 
fador at the Hague, having made a fliort 
journey to England, where he was created 
Earl of Strafford, w^^nt back to Hol^ 
land about the beginning of OSkber, One 
-thoufand feven hundred aiid eleven, with 
the above preliminaries, in order to com- 
m^unicate them to the Penfionary, and 
4Kher minifters of the States* The Earl 
was inftrudted to let them know, " That 
" the Queen had, accofdjiig to their de- 
** jfire,. returned an anfwer to the firft 
propofitions figned by Monf. Torcy^ 
fignifying, that the French offers were 
^* thought, both by her Majefty and the 

• 

" States, neither lb, particular nor fo full 
** as they ought to * be 5 and infilling to 
** have a dillindt projcft formed, of fuch 
" a peace as the moft Chriftian Kin^ 
*^ would be willing to conclude : that 
*^ this affair having been for feme time 

1 4 ** tranf- 
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" tranfadted by papers, and thereby fub- 
" je<5t to delays, Monf. Mesnager was 
" at length, fent over by France^ and had 
" figned thofe preliminaries now commu- 
*^ nicated to them: that the fever al ar- 
** tides did not, indeed, contain fuch par- 
** ticular conceffions as France muft and 
** will make in the courfe.of a treaty j 
" but that, however, her Majefty thought 
" them a fufficient foundatigp whereon 
<* to open the general conferences. 

" That her Majefty was unwilling to 
*^ be charged with determining thefeveral 
" interefts of her allies, and therefore 
*^ contented herfelf with fuch general of- 
" fers as might include all the particular 
*^ demands, proper to be made during the 
*^ treaty^ where the confederates muft re- 
" folve to adhere firmly together, in order 
** to obtain from the enemy the utmoft that 
^* could be hoped for, in the prefent cir- 
*^ cumftanccs of affairs ; which rule, her 
** Majefty affured the^States, ftie would, 
«' on her part, firmly obferve." 

If 
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If the minifters of Holland ihould ex- 

« 

prcfs any uneafinefs^ that her Majefty may 
have fettled the interefts of her own king- 
doms, in a future peace, by any private 
agreement, the ambaflador was ordered 
to fay, *' That the Queea had hitherto 
. ** refufed to have the treaty carried on in 
" her own kingdom, and would continue 
" to do fo, unlefs they (the Dutch) con- 
^* ftrained her to take another meafure : 
" That by thefe means the States, and 
" the reft of the allies, would have the 
" opportunity of treating and adjufting 
** their different pretenfions ; which her 
** Majefty would promote >A^ith all the 
" zeal flie had ftiewn for the ^common 
" good, and the particular advantage of 
♦* that republick (as they muft do her the 
" juftice to confefs), in the whole courfc 
** of her reign : That the Queen had 
" made no ftipulation for herfelf, which 
" might clafti with- the interefts of Hol^ 
'* land'^ and that the articles to be in- 
♦* fertcd in a future treaty, for the benefit 

"of 
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" of Britain^ were, for the moft part, 
" fuch as contained advantages, which 
" muft cither be .continued to the enemy, 
*' or be obtained by her Majefty ; but, 
" however, that no concefiion (hould 
•^ tempt her t(K hearken to a peace, unlefs 
" her good friends and* allies the States 
" General had all reafonable fatisfadlion, 
**as to their trade and barrier, as well as 
" in all other refpcdks/* 

After thefe affurances given in the 
i^ncens name, the Earl was to infinuate, 
" That her Majefty iQiould have juft rea- 
" fon to be offended, and to think the 
proceeding between her and the States 
very unequal, if they (hould pretend to 
have any further uneafinefs upon this 
" head : That beiAg determined to accept 
*' no advantages to herfelf, repvgnant to 
" their intcrefts, nor any peace, without 
their reafonable fatisfadlion, the figure 
ihe had made during the whole courfe 
of the war, and the part fhe had afted, 
fuperior to any of the aHies, Vho w^re 

""more 
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^ more concerned in danger and intcrcft, 
" might juftly intitle her to fettle the 
** concerns of Great Britain^ before (he 
^' would confent to % genera} negopa-p* 
♦^tion." 

If the States fliould objed: the engage-r 
ments the Queen was under, by treaties, 
of making no peace but in concert with 
them, or the particular obligations of tthe 
Barrier-treaty^ the ambaflador was to an- 
fwer^ " That, as to the former^ her Ma- 
^* jefty had not in any fort afted contrary 
*' thereto : That ihe was fo far from 
*! making a peace without their confent, 
" as to declare her firm refolution not to 
^^ make it without their fatisfadtion i and 
" that what had pafled between France 
^^ and her, amounted to no^more than an 
^* introdudion to a general treaty." As to 
the latter, the Earl had orders to reprefent 
veryearneftly, *^ How much it was even 
^* for the intereft of Holland itfelf, rather 
^* to compound the advantage of the 
(^ Barrier- treaty, than to inM upon the 

" whole. 
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** whole, which the houfe of Austria, 
" and feveral other allies, would never 
•* confent to : That nothing could be 
" more odious to the people of England 

" than many parts of this treaty; which 
*^ would have raifed univerfal indigna- 
" tion, if ,the utmoft care had not been 
" taken to quiet the minds of thofe who 
were acquainted with the terms of that 
guaranty, and to conceal them from 
" thofe who were not ; That it was abfo^ 
" lutely neceffary to maintain a good har- 
" mony between both nations, without 
*^ which it would be impoffible at any 
time to form a ftrength^ for reducing 
an exorbitant power, or prefefving the 
*^ balance of Europe : from whence it fol- 
" lowed, that ^ it could not be the true 
" intereft of either country to infift upoii 
" any conditions, which might give juft 
" apprehenfion to the other. 

" That France had propofed. Utrecht^ 
" Nimegueny jiix, or Liegey wherein to 
** bold the general treaty 3 and her Ma- 
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" jefty was ready to fend her plenipoten- 
". tiaries, to which ever of thofe towns the 
*' States fhould approve." 

If the Imperial minifters, or tibofc of 
the other allies, fhould ohjed: againft 
the preliminaries as no fufficient ground 
for opening the conferences, and infill: 
that France fliould confent to fuch articles 
as were figned on the part of the allies in 
the year One thoufand feven hundred 
and nine, the Earl of Strafford was 
in anfwer diredted to infinuatc, " That 
" the French might have probably been 
" brought to explain themfelves more 
" particularly, had they not perceived the 
V uneafinefs, impatience, and jealoufy 
" aniong the allies, during our tranf- 
" actions with that court." However, he 
Ihould declare to them, in the Queen's 
name, " That if they were determined 
'^ to accept of peace upon no terms in- 
" ferior to what was formerly demanded, 
" her Majefty was ready to concur with 
l\ them; but would no longer bear thofe 

«dif. 
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<< difproportions of expence, yearly in« 
" creafed upon her, nor the deficiency of* 
" the confederates in every part of the 
** war : That it was therefore incumhent 
^' upon them to furnifh^ for the futures 
'^ fuch quotas of (hips and forces as they 
^^ were now wanting in^ and to increaie 
•* their expence^ while her Majefiy re-^ 
« duced her's to a reafonable and juft 
^* proportion," 

That if the minifters of Vienna and 
Holland ihould urge their inability upon 
this head, the Queen infiftcd, " They 
** ought to comply with her in war or itt 
** peace 5 her Miajefty defiring nothings as 
** to the firft> but what they ought to 
*^ perform, and what is abfolutely necef* 
'^ fary : and as to the latter, that (he had 
^^ done, and would continue to do, thd 
^^utmoft in her power towards obtaining 
'^ fuch a peace as might be to the fatif* 
« feOion of all. her allies/* 

Some days after the Earl of Strap* 

ford's departure to Holland^ Menf. Buys j 

4 Pen* 
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l^ntiomryoi Amjier dam y arrived here from 
thence with inftru&ions from his mailers, 
to d^at upon the fubjed of the French 
preliminaries, and the methods for carry- 
ing on the war. In his firft conference 
with a committee of council, he objected 
dgainfl all the articles^ as too general and 
uncertain ; aiid againft feme of them, as 
prejudiciaL He faid, *' The French pro- 
^* mifing that trade ihould be re-eftab-' 
'^ lifhed and maintained for the future^r 
•* was meant in order to deprive the 
** Dutch of their tariff of One thousand 
^* fix hundred and fixty-four ; for the 
plenipotentiaries of that crown woulci 
certainly expound the word Retabilr^ to 
fignify no more than reftoring the trade- 
" of th€ States to the condition it was inf 
^ immediately before the commencement 
" of the prefent war." He faid, " Thaty 
^•in the article of Dunkirk^ the deftruc- 
^ tion of the harbour was not mentioned j 
^' and that the fortifications were only ta 
^ be ra;&ed upon condition of an equiva-* 

^^ lent. 
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" lent, which might occafion a difference 
" between her Majefly and the State&^ 
*^ fince Holland would think it hard to 
" have a town lefs in their barrier for 
the demolition of Dunkirk 5 and Eng^ 
land would complain to have this thorn 
" continue in their fide, for the fake of 
*^ giving one town more to the Dutch'* 
Laftly, he ofcjedted, " That where 
the French promi/ed effedlual methods 
(hould be taken to prevent the union 
•' of France and Spain under the fame 
" king, they offered nothing at all for the 
" ceflion pf Spain ^ which was the mofl 
" important point of the war. 

*^For thefe reafons, Monf. Buys hoped 
" her Majefty would alter her meafures, 
"and demand fpecifick articles, upon 
" which the allies might debate whether 
they would confent to a negociation or 
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The Queen, who looked upon all thefe 

difficulties, raifed about the method of 

treating, as endeavours to wreft the nego- 
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tlation out of htt hands, commanded thd 
lords of the committee to let Monf. Buys 
know, '' That the experience fhe for^ 
*' merly hadf of proceeding by particulai* 
** preliminai^ie^ towards a general treaty^ 
gave hcf no encouragement to repeat 
the fame method any more : That fuch 
a prelimirtafy treaty muft be negociated 
" either by fome particular allies, or by 
" ail. The firft, her Majefty could nevei^ 
*' fuffef, lince fhe would neither takd 
" upon her to fettle the interefts of othersj 
** nor fubmit that others fhould fettle 
" thoffe of her own kingdoms* As to 
*^ t^6 fecond, if was liable to Monf* 
" B^VsVobjeftioh, becaufe the minifters 
*' of France Would have as fair an oppor- 
^* tuttity of fowittg divifion among the 
'^ allien, when they were all affembled 
" upon a prtjimitlary treaty, as when the 
** eonferertces wire open for a ncgx)Ciatioii 
"of peacfc: That thi* method could 
" therefore have n6 other cffed than to 
" delay the treaty, without any advan* 

K *'tageJ 
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" tagc : That her Majefty was heartily 
** difpofed, both tli^.n and during the ne- 
" gociation, to infift on every thing necef- 
" fary for fecuring the barrier and com- 
^* rherce of the States s and therefore 
*' hoped the conferences might be opened> 
*^ without farther difficulties; 

" That her Majefty did not only con-. 
" fent, but defirc,to have apian fettled 
" for carrying on the war, as ibon as the 

negociation of peace fhould begin; 

but expefted to have the burthen more 
<^ equally laid, and more agreeable to 
" treaties ; and would join with the States 
" in preffing the allies to perform their 
" parts, as fhc had endeavoured to ani- 
** mate them by her example." 

Monf. Buys leemed to know little of 
his mafters mind, and pretended he had 
no power to conclude upon any thing. 
Her Majefty's minifter propofed to hin:i 
an alliance between the two nations, ta 
fubfift after a peace* To this he hearkned 
very readily, and offered to take the mat-' 

.. , tcr 
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tcr ad referendum^ having authority to d<J 
no more. ^ His intention wasj that he 
might appear to negociate, in order to 
gain time to pick out, if poffible, the 
whole fecret of the tranfa<Stions between 
Britain and France y to difclofe riothing 
himfelf, nor bind his mafters to any con- 
ditions I to feek delays till the parliament 
met, ajl,d then obferve what turn it tpok^ 
and what Would be the iflue pf thofe fre- 
quent cabals between himielf and fome 
other foreign mihifters^ in conjunftion 
with the chief leaders of the difcontented 
fadtion. 

The Dutch hoped, that the clamours 
raifed againft the proceedings of the 
Queen's minifters towards a peace, would 
make the parliament difapprove What had 
been done ; whereby the States would be 
at the head of the negociation, which 
the Queen did not th;nk fit to have any 
more in their hands, where it had mif- 
carried twice already j aldiiough Prince 
.£uQ£Kfi himfdf owned^ ^^ that France 

K 2 " was 
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^* was then difpofed t6 ctfflfclttde i pisx:d 
" upon fuch conditions, as it wa^ nbt 
" worth the life of a grenadier to fefufe 
** them." As to infifting upbn fpecifick 
prelifiiinaries> her Maj^fty thoOght her 
own method niuch better, for each dily^ 
in the courfe of the negocikdon, tb dd« 
Vknce and manage his own pretenfiofiS, 
wherein fhe would fup^it and afilft 
them, rather than for two miiiifters of 
one ally to treat Iblely with the enemy, 
and report what they pleafed to the reft^ 
as was pradiffed by the Dutch at Geftruy^ 

denberg. 

• • « ,»• 

One part of Monf. Buys's Inftriiaidns 

» 

was to defire the Qufeeii hot to be fb far 
amufed by a treaty of ped^ce, as to neglect 
her preparation for war againft the next 
campaign. Her Majefty, who was firmly 
rfefolved againft fubihitting Any Ibnger to 
that unequal burthen C^i cipinbe fhe haii 
hitherto lain under, cotilmahdfed Mr^ Se- 
cretary St. John to debate the mattl^r 
^ith that tliinifter, who faid hfe had niq^ 

power 
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|)9\<^ to tre^tj qojly infiUfed, that his 
ipaafters hjid fvlly 4fm tbeir part, aod 
Jhat nothing hut exlK)rtatic»9S could I)e 
jLifTed to prey^ on ,t^e c^er allies to a^ 
wi«ibgr?a4tcryigour. 

.O/i the other £de^ the C^lu^^n refuTed 'to 
jcpncert any plfn for the jp^c)i^^tiqn 9f 
jtlve w^, till the States woul^ join wi^ 
-b^f i9 W^g to c^.n tl^e Qonferfinccs 
of pf^ce; whic^ .tt^jrefpre^ by MofiC 
^y^s application to f^ci^, w^ ^ccQrd- 
^flgiy ^f\c, hiy a rfi^plutiop takep ij? /&/. 
//?y</ upon the ^)wi^y.^ of Npvemier, 
rpne .thpuiand :feven ji^uiidnKl smi^ eleyei;^ 

About thlstiniethe.Coiint deG^llas 

was forbid the court, hy order from the 

•(^en, who ient him word, that ihe 

looked upon him no iopger as a pubUd; 
minifter. 

This gentleman though £t to ad a 
very diihonourable part liere in England^ 
;8ltQgeti\er ixKxuifi^nt widi.the .character 
^e {bocc of eawy fwm the late and pre* 

k 3 fcnt 
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fcnt Emperors j two princes under tho 
ftrideft ties of gratitude to the Queen, 
efpecially the latter, who had then the 
title of King oi Spain. Count Oallas, 
about the end of Auguft^ One thoufan'd 
feven hundred and eleven, with the ut-* 
moft privacy, difpatched an Italian^ one 
of his clerks, to Franckforty where the 
Earl of Peterborough was then ex- 
peSed. This man was inftrufted tdpafs 
for a Spaniard^ and infinuate himfelf into 
the Earl's fervice j which he accordingly 
did, and gave conftant information to the 
Jaft Emperor^s fccretary 2it Franckforf of 
all he could gather up in his Lordfhip'^ 
family, as well as coiriesof fevefal letters 
he had tranfcribed* It was likewife^ dif- 
(:overe4 that GAllas had, in his dif*- 
patchcs tp tibe prcfent Emperor, then in 
Spairiy reprefented the Queen and her 
piinifters as iK>t to be confided in : that 
\vhen herlVfajefty had difmiffed the EaFl 
pf Sunderland, fhc promifed to proceed 
1^0 father iQ the diange of her fervantsi 

yet 
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yet foon after turned them all out, and 
thereby ruined the publick credit, as well 
■as abandoned Spain: that the prefent 
minifters wanted the abilities and good 
difpofitions of the former $ were perfons 
of ill defign«, and enemies to the com- 
tnon caufc, and he (Gallas) could not 
truft them. In his letters to Count Zin- 
•ZENDORF he faid, ** That Mr. Secretary 
St. John complained of the houfe of 
Austria's backwardnefs, only to make 
the King of Spain odious to England, 
^^ and the people here defirous of a peace, 
*^ although it were ever fo bad one ;" to 
-prevent which. Count Gallas drew up 
a memorial which be intended to give the 
Queen, and tranfmitted a draught of it 
to ZiNZENDORF for his advicc and appro- 
bation. This niemorlal, among other 
great promifes to encourage the conti- 
nuance of the war, propofed the detach- 
ing a good body of troops from Hungary 
to ferve in Italy or Spain, as the Queen 
ihould think fit. 

K4 ZiN- 
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ZxNzDNDORF thought this too hold (^ 
^p^ without confulting the EifipeFQr; 
to which Gall AS repliec^^ that i^is df fig^ 
was only to engage |he Queen io go {^ 
with the war 3 th?.t Zinj5E;n»doW^ Jcwf 
^ow earn^ftly the Englifk and D^ftfib h^ 
preffed to have dicfe tr^qps fropi -fi6«i?r 
^^r)r, and therefore they ought 4o he jBSQr 
mifed, in order to quiet ihofe two JM*io^i6ji 
after which feveral way^ might ,be f9^n4 
to elude that promife s a,nd, in ^ me^i^ 
time, the great point would be gained ©Jf 
bringing the Englijh to decljure Ipr cpn-. 

» • 

tinuing the ^yar : that the -Eqniperor might 
afterwards excufe himfelf, by .^{^rehen-? 
J&on of a ^yar in Hungary^ or .of that he*^ 
tween the "Turh and Mufcovites ^ that tf 
thefe excufes ihould he at an end, a de^ 
tachment of on? or two raiments might 
be fent, and the reft 4?ferred, by pre- 
tending want of money j by which ih^ 
Queen would probably be bro^ight to 
maintain fome part of ,thofe troops, A^d 
perhaps the whole body. He ^ddedJ that 

this. 
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ihis way of management was very com« 
gfmn among Jthe allies s and gave for aa 
e3sc$impde> the forces which the Dutch ha4 ' 
promifgd for the iervice of Spain^ but 
8«ei;e nev^er fent j with feveral other in- 
f^ncos €i tine fgm? Jkuid> v^'ihich he fal4 
Xmg^t he pcoduced. 

Hqr Maje%, wKo had long fuipo6t€4 
^MijCouatfGAi'XAS was engaged m.diefc 
994 the ifkc prances, haying at laft rerm 
reived m^ndck proofs of this wholQ 
intrig^, ffonot ori^wal letters, and the 
voluntary confeffion .of thofe who* were 
principally qongerned in carrying It on^ 
thought it neceflary to (hew her refent-^ 
ment, hy refufing the Count any mqvQ 
^qccfs jtp her perfon or her cewrt. 

Although the Queen, as it hath been 
»l|!«^!dy ofeferved, \were refdved Ao opc^a, 
^e conferences jupon the general preli-^ 
minaries, yet fhe diought it would very 
much &)rward the peace to \know what 
"Veo^ t^evUtmoit conceffions which Frxwcih 
yroiM make /:(o the ieneral allies, hulL 

efpe^ 
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efpccially to the States General and the 
Duke of Savoy: therefore, while her 
Majefty was prefling the former to^ agree 
to a general treaty, the Abbe Gualtier 
was fent to trance with a memorial, to 
deiire that the moft Chriftian King would 
explain himfelf upon thofe preliminaries, 
particularly with relation to Savty and 
Hellandy whofe fatisfa<3:ion the Queen 
had moft at heart, as well from her 
friendfhip to bpth thefe powers, as be* 
caufe, if ihe might engage to them that 
their juft pretenfions would be allowed, 
few difficulties would remain, of any mo-» 
ment, to retard the general peace. 

The French anfwcr to this memorial 
contained feveral fchemee and propofals 
for the fatisfadion of each ally, coming 
up very near to what her Majefty and her 
miiiifter^ thought reafonable. The great- 
eft: difficulties feemed to be about the 
Eleftor of Bavaria^ for whofe interefts 
France appeared to be as much concerned, 
as the Queen was for thofe of the Duke 

of 
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oi Savoy: however, thofe were judged 
not .very hard to be furmounted. 

The States having at length agreed to 
a general treaty, the following particulars 
were concerted .between her Majefty and 
that republick : 

r" That the congrefs (hould be held at 
** Utrecht ; that the opening of the con^ 
** greH fhould be upon the twelfth of 
^* January^ N. S. One thoufand feven 
** hundred and eleven-twelve, 
** That, for avoiding all inconveniences 
*' of ceremony, the minifters of the Queen 
and -States, during the treaty, (hould 
only have the charadlers of plenipoten- 
tiaries, and not take ' that of ^mbafla- 
dors, till the day on which, the peace 
^* ihould be figned. 

" Laftly, The Queen and States in- 
^^ fifted, that the minifters of the Duke of 
^* Anjw, and the late Eleftors of Bavaria 
^* and CoJogney ftiould not appear at the 
^' congrefs, until the points relating to 
V their mafters were adjufted; and were 

jfirmr 
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^' firmly rcfolyed not to fcn4 ihw pa^ 
" ports fqr the ixunift^s of Vrwce^ tSA 
« the mpft Qiriftian |Cing 4iecl«:ed, .that 
<* tl?e abfence of the foremmtiomed mjr 
^* iiiftA^ (hould JRQt 4day tl^e progrdfa cf 
** the negociation/' 

Purfuapt to the three f prrncir vticles, 
' Jier Ma^efly wrqte cijrculaf Jettprs to aU 
^he allies eng^^ged with her iolfeeprefent 
^zi : and France h^d iwtioe, that as foon 
as the King declai;ed his con^iii^nce with 
|he 1^ juiticle^ the blank pa^Sports ihotild 
^e filled yp wit;h the nanxes ^ j^Mu'e^ 
jdial P'y7CEi.^Es, the Abbp dj: Polig* 
j^^c, and Monf, Mjesnager, .whp were 
i^pointcd plenipotentiaries for^l^^t crown; 

Ftom what I h^ve hilfco'tp jde^juqed^ 
the reader fees the plan i^hich^thc Qgcen 
.thought the n^oft ^eiFe^ual fqr .advancing 
fT peace. As the confer<ences yv^ece to 
begin upon .the general prqliflaiparips, the 
.Queen was to be qpipowerQ4 h^ frjff^ce 
to oifer feparately to ^tlte allies ^hftt m.ight 
be xeafonable for each to accept $ a|id j^er 

own 
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own intercfts being previoiilly fettled, fliei 
Was to zd: as a general mediator : a figure 
that became her b6ft, from the part {h6 
had in the War, and more ufeful to the 
great end a: which flie aimed, of giving 
a fafe and honourable peace to Eurbpe* 

Befides, it was abfolutely neceffary, for 
the interefts of Britain^ that the Queen 
ihould be at the head of the negotiation^ 
without which her Majefty could find nd 
expedient to redrcfs the injuries hei: king- 
doms were fure to fufFer by the Barri6r- 
treaty. In drder to fettle this poiht with 
the States, the minifters here had a con- 
fbrente With Mohf. BtJVs, a feW days be- 
fore the parliament met. He Was told, 
*^ how neceffary it was, by a previous conV 
cert between the Emperor, the Qjcen, 
and the States^ to prevent any difference 
** which might arife in the courfe of die 
^^trcztyzt Utrecht: Thiat, undcif pretence 
*^ of a barfifer for the States General, as 
" dieiir fecurhy againft France^ infinM 
** ptgndicc ibight atift to fiie trade 6( 
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" Britain in the Spanijh Netherlands^ 
" for, by the fifteenth article of the 
" Barrier-treaty, in confequencc of what 
*^ was ftipulated by that of Munfiery the 
'' Queen was brought to engage that'com- 
•* merce (hall not be reiidered more eafy^. 
^* in point of duties, by the fea-ports of 
** Flanders^ than it is by the river Scheldt 
•* and by the Canals on the fide of thd 
" Seveti Provinces, which, as things now 
*' ftood, was very unjuft ; for while the 
*^ towns in Flanders were in the hands of 
" France or Spain^ the Dutch and we 
traded to them upon equal foot ; but 
now, fince by the Barrier-treaty thofe ' 
" towns were to be poflelTed by the States, 
that republick might lay what. duties 
they pleafed upon Britijh goods, after 
paffing by Oftendy and make their 
" own cuftom-free, which would utterly 
" ruin our whole trade with Flanders'* 

• 

Upon this, the Lords told Mr. Buys 
very frankly, " That if the States expeded 
" the Queen fhould fupport their barrier, 
A "at. 
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*' as well as their demands from France 
"and the houfe of Auliria upon that 
*' head, they ought to agree, that the fub- 
" jc6ls oi Britain fhould trade as freely ta 
"^11 the countries and places, which,. 
" by virtue of any former or future treaty, 
^ were to beconie the barrier of the States, 
" as they did in the time of the late King 
" Charles the fecond of Spain j or as 
*f the fubjedts of die States-General them- 
" felves fhall do : and that it was hoped, 
*^ their High Mightineffes would never 
" fcruplc to redtffy a miftake fo injurious 
" to that nation, without whofe blood and 
*^ treafure they would have had no bar- 
" ricr at alL" Monf. Buys had nothing 
to anfwer againft thefe objedtions, but 
faid, he had already wrote to his mailer? 
for further inftru€tit^ns» 

Greater difficulties occurred about fet- 
tling what fhould be the barrier to the 
States after a peace : the envoy ihfifting 
to have all the towns that were named in 
the treaty of barrier and fucccffion; and 
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die Qucen^s minifters cxpedting thofJ? 
towns, which, if they continued in did 
hands of the Dutcb^ Would rciidcr the 
trade of Britain to Flanders f)recafiousi 
At length it was agreed in general, th^t 
the States ought to have whit ir really cf-^ 
fenti^ to the fectirity of their barrier 
againft Ffanci ; atid that ibine dmicaM^ 
expedient Ihould be fbuild, fot rtfhotiAg 
th^*feai*s both of Britain and Holland 
ui)on this point. 

But at the fame time Monf. Btvs wa^ 
told, ** That although the Qoten would 
^^ certainly infi(l to obtain all Chofft pomtsi 
" from France^ in behalf of her allies the 
States^ yet fhe hoped his niaAers were 
too reafonable to break off the tVeaty, 
•* rather than not obtain the v6ry utmbft 
" of their demands, which Could not be 
*^ fetded here, unlefs he were fiilly In^ 
(buded to fpeak and conclude upoft 
that fubjea : that her Majefty thotight 
the beft way of fecuriiig th6 common 
intereft, and preventing the- ditifion of 
I « the 
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" the allies, by the artifices of France, in ^ 
" die coiirfe of i long hegociation, wouli 
" be to concert between the Queen's mi- 
" nifteri and thdfe of the States, with a 
" due regard to the other confederates; 
*' inch a plan as might kmount to a fafe 
" and honourable peac^." After which 
the Abb5 PoLibiSAc, who of the FrencA 

• • * 

|)lempQtentiaries was inoft in the fecret of 
his couirti might be told, « Thit it was 
*' in vain to amufc each other Mny longeri 
" that oft fuch terins ihe peace would be 
" immediately cohcludcd i and that th6 
" conferences muft ceafe, if thofe condi- 

« • . . . ' 

« tions werd not, withbut delay, and with 
" expeditbn^ granted." 

A treaty between hei Majcfty and the 
States, to fubfifl after a peace, was now 
togned, Monfi Buys having received full 
powers to that piirpofe. His mailers wertf 
deiircms to Have a private article added, 
Jiih fperatiy concerning thbfe terms of 
peace 5 without the granting of which; 
we (hould ftipuiate not to Jtgfce with the 

L enemy. - 
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enemy. But neither the charadler of 
Buys, nor the manner in which he was 
impowcred to treat, would allow the 
Queen to enter into fuch an engagement. 
The congrefs likewife approaching, there 

was not time to fettle a point of fp great 

* 

importance. Neither, laftly, would her 
Majefty be tied down by Ehllandy with- 
out previous fatisfaftion upon feveral ar- 
tides in the Barrier-treaty, fo inconfiftent 
with her engagements to other powers in 
the alliance, and fo injurious to her own 
kingdoms. 

The Lord Privy-feal, and the Earl of 
Strafford, having, about the time the 
parliament met, been appointed her Ma- 
jefty's plenipotentiaries for treating a ge- 
^ neral peace, I fhall here break off the 
account of any further progrefs made in 
that great affair, until I refume it in the 
laft book of this Hiftory. 

THE 
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BOOK III. 

I 

THE houfe of Commons feemed 
refolved, from the beginning of 
the feilion, to inquire ftriftly not 
only into all abufes relating to the ac^ 
counts of the army, but likewife into the 
fcveral treaties between us and our allies, 
upon what articles and conditions they 
were fir ft agreed to, and how thefe had 
been fince obferved. In the firft week of 
their fitting, they fent an addrefs to the 

h z Queen, 
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Queen, to defire that ihc treaty^ wheret>y 
her Majefly was obliged to' fumifh forty 
thoufand mefii ta a A in conjunction with 
die forces of her allies in the Lovr Coun-^ 
tries, hiight be laid before Ihe houfe. To 
which the Se€re]lary of State brought an 
anfwer, ^^ iThat feordi had been'made> but 
^^ no foot^fteps could be fotind of any trea^ 
^* or civ^vendon for Aat purpofe/' It was 
this unaccoirhtable negle£k in th6 foftner 
ftiiniftry, w}:iich firft gave a pretence to 
the allies for leflenin^ their qdota's^ fa 
much to the difadvanl^ge of her Majefty, 
her kingdoms, and the common caufe, in 
the courfe of the wSn R had been fiipa- 
kted by the grand alliance, between the 
Emperor, Britain, and the States, that 
thofe three powers ftiould affift each oAttr 
with their whole force, and &at dffc 
jfeveral prcyportions ihould be fpecifted in 
a particular eonveritioh. But if 4ny fucfe 
convention were made, it was rfever ral5- 
fied; only the patties agreed, bycommpff 
consent, to take each a certain Aare of 
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die bprtbcn upon themfelves^ which the 
late King W^i^liam^ communicated tO 
the houfe pf Commons by his Secretary 
ef State} amlwhlf:}} afterwards the other 
twp powers, ohfcrying the mighty zeal 
in our miniftry for prolonging the war^ 
fluded . as they pleafed* 

Xfee i5pingai)3wners for ftating the pub^ 
1^ accounts df the kingdom, had, in 
csceputing their ofH<^ the preceding fum« 
roWj 4ifco?qre4 feveral pra^ices relating 
to t^0 aff^ii^ of the ariny, Which they 
^9W up m a rppprt, and delivered t^ the 

^he Common^ began their examiha* 
tion of the repcMrt with a member of their 
own, Mr, Robert Walpoj^i;, already 
IQfMi^ned; who, during his being fecre-? 
iary at war, had received five hundred 
guineas, and taken a not^ for five hun-r 
dred pounds more, on account of two 
i:ontr-9& for forage of theQ^en's troops 
ip^rtenBd in Scotland, He endeavoured 
tQ fscufc tjje firft contra^ } but bad no* 
^ 1.3 thing 



\ 
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thing to fay about the fccond. The firil: 
appeared (o plain and (6 fcandalous to the 
Commons, that they voted the author of 
it guilty of a high breach of truft, and 
notorious corruption, committed him pri- 
foner to the Tower, where he continued 
to the end of the feflion, and expelled 
him the houfe. He was a perfcm much 
carcfled by the oppofers of the Queen and 
miniftry, having been firft drawn into 
their party by his indifference to any prin- 
ciples, and afterwards kept fleady by the 
lofs of his place. His bold, forwarjd coun- 
tenance, altogether a ftranger to that in- 
firmity which makes men bafhful, joined 
to a readinefs of fpeaking in publick, hath 
juftly intitled him, among thofe of his 
. fa<5tion, to be a fort of leader of the fecond 
form. The reader muft excufe me for 

being fo particular about one, who is 
othcrwifc altogether obfcure. 

Another part of the report concerned 
the Duke of Marlborough, who had 
received large fums of money, by way of 

gra- 
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gratuity, from thofe who wer? the under- 
takers for proylcjing the army with bread. 
This the Duke excufed, in a letter to the 
commiflioners^ from the like pradice of 
other generals: but that excufe appeared . 
to be of little weight, sind the mifchievous 
confequences of fuch a corruption were 
yifibk enough ; fince the money given by 
thefe undertakers were but bribes for 
connivance at their indircft dealings with 
the army. And as frauds, that begin at 
the top, are apt to fpread through all the 
fubordinate ranks of thofe who have any 
(hare in the management, and to increafe 
as they circulate: fo, in this cafe, for 
every thoufand pounds given to the ge- 
neral, the foldiers at leaft fufifered four-> 
fold. 

Another article of this report, relating 
to the Duke, was yet of more importance. 
The greateft part of her Majefty's forcea 
in Glanders were mercenary troops, hired 
fromfcveral princes oi Europe. It was 
found that the Queen s general fubftra£ted 
^, .. . L4 twa 
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two and a half ^^ c«rf. out of the paj of' 
thofc troops, for his own ufe, which 
amounted to ^ great annual ftun. The, 
puke of MARL«oi^o0GH» in his letto* al^ 
ready mentioned, endeavouring to exte-* 
nuate the matter, told the coaimiffioners^ 
^ That this dedudtion was a free gift 

V from the foreign troops, which he ha4 
" negociated with them by the late King's 
** orders, and had obtained the Quecn'a 
*/ warrant for refCTving and receiving it : 
** That it was intended for fecret fcrvice, 

V the ten thoufand pounds a year given 

V by parliament not proving fufficient, 

V and had all been laid put that way," 

The commifEoners obferved, in anfwer* 

* ■• . ' •■■■.. ...... 

** That the \yarrant was kept dormant 
" for nine years, as indeed no entry of it, 
*' appeared in the Secretary of- State's 

V books, and the dedu&ion of it con* 

« • . • . • ■ - ' . 

'^ cealed aU that time from the know«* 
^ ledge of parliament: . That, if it l^ad 
f been a free gift from the foreign troops^ 
^ it would not have been flapukted by 
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a^eement, as the Duke's letter con-i 
^' feffed, and as his warrant declared, 
" which latter affirmed this ftoppage to 
9 be intended for defraying extraordinary 
^* contingent expences of the troops, and 
** tl^erefore fhould not have been ap^ 
<t* plied to fecret ferviccs." They iubmitted 
to the houfe, whether the warrant itfelf 
were legal, pr dv^ly cpunter-figned. The 
commiffioners add^d, *^. That no receipt 
[^ W3ts ever given for this deduced money, 
\^ nor wa$ it mentioned iii :^ny receipts 
^* from the foreign troops, which were al- 
y ways taken in f\iU. An4 laiUy, That 
•*. the whole funi, on coo^putation, a-? 
^* mounted to near thrc^ hundred diou- 
•i* fand pounds/" 

'phe houfe, aft^r a long debate, re- 
solved, '^ That die taking fevcral fums 
V from the. contraders for bread by the. 
^ Duke of MARLBOROUGH, was unwar- 
^, rantable and illegal; aftd that the two 
^ and a half per cent, deducted from Ac 
f foreign troops, was publi^k money, and 

« ought 
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•bought to be accounted for :" which rt^X 
dilutions were laid before the Queen, by \^ 
the whole houfe, and her Majefly pro- 
naiied to do her part in redrefiing what 
was complained of. The Duke and his^ 
friends had,, about the beginning of the 
war, by their credit with the Queen, pro* 
cured a warrant from her Majefty for this 
perquifite of two and a half jf>er cent. 
The warrant was direded to the Duke of 
Marlborough, and coui>ter-figned by 
Sir Charles Hedges, then Secretjuy of 
State; by virtue of which the payniafter- . 
general of the army was to pay the faid 
4edu(Sed money to the gjcneral, and take 
9 receipt in full from the foreign troops. 

It was obferved, as very commendable 
and becoming the dignity of fuch an ajf- 
^mbly, that this^ debate was managed 
with great temper,, and with few perfonal 
refle&ions upon the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, They feemed only defirous ta 
come at the truth, without which they 
could not anfwer the truft repofed in 

them 



^^ 



■ ' J 

- . •' t 



LAST YEARS pr the QUEEN. 155 

ihcm by thofc Whom they reprcfentcd, 
and left the reft to her Majefty's pru- 
dence. The Attorney-general was or- 
dered to commence an adiion againft the 
Duke for the fubftrafted money, which 
would have amounted to a great fum, 
enough to ruin any privite perfon^ except 
hinifelf. This procefs is ftill depending, 
although very moderately purfued, either 
by the Queen's indulgence to one whom 
fhe had formerly fo much trufted, or 
perhaps to be revived or flacfcened, ac- 
cording to the future demeanour of the 
defendant. 

Some time after, Mr. Cardonell, a 
niember of parliament, and fecretary to 
the general in Flanders, was expelled the 
houfe, for the offence of receiving yearly 
bribes from thofe who had contradted to 
furnifh bread for the army ; and met 
with no further punifhment for a prac- 
tice, voted to be unwarrantable and cor- 
rupt. 

Thcfc 
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Th^ifi ff^rp sll the cenfurcs of tay 
fiioment which the Ooincnoni, under ib 

gwat g wdghl of h»fili«f9^ tfepyght it t9 

loakc, upon tbc rcppits pf ^«r ?9i»»lft 
|lQn«r» fpr wfpcdipg the pyick accounts, 
]9ut having prond&d, |n the bfginnipg of 

this Hiftoryi tq examiw thi? ft^ of th« 

nation> with refp^tdt to its debu « hy what 
^gligcnce or corruption they M hegjui, 
»nd in prpceis of tim^ made fych a pro<» 
digiousimpreafe; and> laftly» whfit couribs 
have h^n takeo^ undc;r the pr^f qt adioiw 

niiOxation^ to find out funds for anfwer^ 
ing fo many unprovided incumbrapces^ a| 
well as put a flop to o«w oiies ^ I Ihall 
piideayoyr to fatisfy th? rwfkr upon thi« 
ia^)C(r<ant articl«. 

£ly all I h?^V9 y^ read ©f Ae hillory of 
p^v pvrn comtTfi h appears to ine, thai 
|he national 4^l^s, {^cuted vpoh parlia? 
iseotary f^ijds pf int^rcft, were tbingi 
\i0^ovirn in Ef^i«nd before the laft rer 
yolution under the Prince of Orange^ \t 
is tnxpy that J[n the grand rebellion the 

i^ng% 



Icing's enemies borrowed 'monejr of p^*< 
' liculaf {)erfons, upon what they called thii 
pubUck fkith ; bat thiis was only for ibort 
periods, and die futns no more than what 
they could pay at once^ as they conftantlf 
'did. . Some of bur kings have been very 
ptofufe in peace and war, and are blamed 
in hiftory for their bpprefiions of the 
people by fevere taxes, and for borrowing 
money which they never paid : but na- 
tional debts w;as a ftylei which, I doubts 
.Would hardly then be underftood. When 
thei Prince of Orange was raifed to the 
throne, and a general war began in theik 
parts of Europe J the King and his coun-* 
fellors thought it would be ill policy to 
commence his reign with heavy taxes 
upon the people, who had lived long in 
eafe and plenty^ and might be apt to 
think their deliverance too dearly bought : 
wherefore one of the firft adtions of thcf 
Dew government w^s to take off die tax 
Upon ichimnies, as a burthen very un^ 
grateful to the commonalty. But money 

being 
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being wanted to fupport the war (which 
even the convention-parliament^ that put 
the crown upon his head, were very un*- 
willing he fhould -engage in), the prefent 
Bifliop of Salijbury ^ is faid to have fouqd 
out that expedient (which he had learned' 
in Holland ) of xaifing money upon the 
fecurity of taxes, that were only fufficient 
to pay a large intereft. The motives 
which prevailed on people to fall in with 
this projcdt were many, and plaufible; 
for fuppofing, as the minifters induffari- 
oufly gave out, that the war could not 
laft above one or two campaigns at moft, 
it might be carried on with very moderate 
taxes ; and the debts accruing would, in 
procefs of time, be cafily cleared after a 
peace. Then the bait of large intereft 
would draw in a great number of thofe 
whofe money, by the dangers and diffi- 
culties of trade, lay dead upon their 
hands ; and whoever were lenders to the 

* Dn GiLBKRT BuRNfiT« 

govern- 
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government, would, by fureft principle, 
be obliged to fuppbrt it. Befides, the men 
of eftates could not be perfuaded, with- 
out time and difficulty, to have thofe 
taxes laid on their lands, which cuftom 
hath iince made fo familiar ; and it was 
the bufinefs of fuch as were then in power 
to cultivate a monied intereft; becaufe the 
gentry of the kingdom did not very much 
rclifh thofe new notions in government, 
to which tlie King, who had imbibed hia 
politicks in his own country, was thou^it 
to give too much way. Neither perhaps 
did that prince think national incum- 
brances to he any evil at all, finee the 
iiourifhing republick, where he was born, 
is thought to owe more than ever it will 
be able or willing to pay. And I re- 
member, when I mientioned to Monil 
Buys • the many millions we owed, he 
would advance it as a maxim, that it was 
for the intereft of the publick to be in 
debt ', which perhaps may be true in a 
commonwealth fo crazily InfHtated, where 

the 
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the governors cannot have too thany 
pledges oiF their Tubje^ fidelity^ and 
inhere i great majority mnft inevitably 
be undoile by any revolution, howevi^r 
brought abdut : bu£ to prefcribe the fame 
hzles to a monarchy, Whofe wealth arifeth 
JTrotil the rents ahd improvements of 
lands, as well as trade ahd manufactures; 
M the ihark of a confitied and trainped 
iinderftknding;: 

I was hiovied tb fp^ak thus, becatife I 
km very well fatisfied, that the pernicious 
couhielscif bdri-owing money iipbii pub^ 
lick ftitids t>f intereil, as well as fome 

■ 

bther ftate-kf&ns, were taken ihdigeiled 
/rom the like pradices antiong the iDutcbi 
twthout allowing in the Icaft for afty dif- 
ference in govefninenti teligioh; law; 
tuftom, extent of country, or inanhers^ 
and difpofitibns of the people. 

But when this exjiedient of anticipa^ 
lions and mortgages was firli put in prae- 
tfce, artful men, in offic6 and credit, be- 
^h to confider wh^t mies it might bd 
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applied toj and fooh found it was likely 
to prove the moft fruitful feijiinaryi not 
only to eftablidi a faftion they intended to 
fet lip for their own fupport, but likewife 
to riife vaft wealth for themfelves in par- 
ticular^ who were to be the managers and 
diredlors in it. It was manifeft, that no- 
thing could promote thefe two defigns fb 
much, as burthening the nation with 
debts, and giving encouragement to len- 
ders : for, as to the firft^ it Was not to be 
doubted, that moneyed men would be 
always firm to the party of thofe who ad- 
vifed the borrowing upon^ fuch good fe- 
curity, and with fuch exorbitant pre-^ 
njiums and intereft j and every new fura 
that was lent, took away as much power 
from the landed men, as it added to 
theirs: fo that the deeper the kingdom 
Was engaged, it was ftill the better for 
them. Thus a new eftate and property 
fprung up in the hands of mortgagees, to 
whom every houfe and foot of land in 
England paid a rent-charge, free of all 

M taxes 
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tdxe$ and defalcations, and purchafed at 
lefs than half value. So that the gentle* 
men of eftates were, in efFedt, but tenants 
to thefe netv landlords ; many of whom 
were able, in time, to force the eleftion 
of boroughs out of the hands of thofc 
who had been the old proprietors and in- 
habitants. This was arrived to fuch a 
height, that a very few years more of war 
and funds would have clearly caft the 
balance on the monied fide. 

As to the fecond> this project of bor- 
rowing upon funds, was of mighty ad- 
vantage to thofe who were in the manage- 
ment of it, as well as to their friends and 
dependants; for, funds. proving often de- 
ficient, the government was obliged to 
fttike tallies for making up the reft, which 
tallies^ were fometimes (to fpeak in the 
merchants phrafe) at above forty per cent^^ 
difcount. At this price thofe who were 
in the fecret bought them up, and theft 
took care to have that deficiency fupplied 
in the next feffibn of parliament, by which 
4 they 
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they doubled their principal ia a few 
tnonths ; and^ for the encouragemeiit of 
lenderss every new project of lotteries Or 
tinnoities propbfed fome farther advan-^ 
tage, either as to intercft dr premiums 

In the year One thoufand fix hundred 
tihd ninety-feven^ a general rtiortgage'was 
taiade of certain revenues and taxes al^ 
ready fettled, which amounted to near a 
taiiilion a yefar^ This mortgage was to 
continue till One thoufand feven hundred 
and fiXj to be a fund for the payment of 
about five millions one hundred thoufand 
pounds. In the firfl parliament of the 
Queen, the faid mortgage was continued 
till One thoufand feven hundred and ten^ 
to fupply a deficiency of two mUlions 
three hundred thoufand pounds, . and in^ 
X^, tereft of above a milliqn; and in the inter- 
taediate years a great part of that fund 
Was branched out into annuities for ninety'* 
Mnc years 3 fo that the late mimfliy raifed 
all their money to One thoufand feven 
hundred and ten> only by continuing funds 

M a which 



i64 HISTORY of the FOUR 

which weref already granted to their hand^# 
This deceived the people in general, who 
were fatisfied to continue the paymenti 
they had heen accuflomed to, and made 
the adminiftration feem eafy, fince the 
war went on without any new taxes raifed, 
except the very laft year they were in 
power; not confidering what a mighty 
fund was exhaufted, and muft be perpe- 
tuated, although extremely injurious to 
trade, and to the true intereft of the 
nation. 

This great fund of the general iriort- 
gage was not only loaded, year after year, 
by mighty fums borrowed upon it, but 
with the intcrefls due upon thofe fums ; 
for which the Treafury was forced to 
ftrike tallies, payable out of that fund, 
after all the money already borrowed 
upon it, there being no other provifion of 
intereft for three or four years : till at laft 
the fund was fo overloaded, that it could 
neither pay principal nor intereft, and tal- 
lies 
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lies were ftruck for both, which occa- 
fioned their great difcount. 

But to avoid miftakcs upon a fubjcft, 
where I am not very well verfed either in 
the ftyle or matter, I will tranfcribe an 
account fent me by a perfon * who is 
thoroughly inftrudted in thefe aflfairs, 

" In the year One thoufand feven hun- 
*^ dred and feven, the fum of eight hun- 
*' dred twenty-two thoufand three hun- 
dred and eighty-one pounds, fifteen 
(hillings and fix pence, was raifed, by 
continuing part of the general mort- 
^* gage from One thoufand feven hundred 
*^ and ten to One thoufand feven hun- 
^* dred and twelve; but with no provifion 
" of intereft till Augujl the firft, One 
" thoufand feven hundred and ten, other- 
*^ wife than by ftriking tallies for it on 
*^ that fund, payable after ajl the other 
*^ money borrowed. 

^' In One thoufand feven hundred and 
*^ eight, the fame funds were continued 

•• Sir John Blunt, 

M 3 - from 
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^^ from One thouffind ieven hundred ^nd 
•** twelve to One thoufand feven hundred 
^* and fourteen, to jaife feven hundred 
^^ twenty - nine thoufand fixty ^ feven 
*^ pounds fifteen fhillings and fix pence ; 
^' but no provifion for intereft till j^gu0 
^^ the firft, One thoiifand fevpn hundred 
^* and twelve, othcrwife than ag before, 
f^ by ftriking tallies for it on the fame 
^* fund;! payable after all the reft of the 
f ^ money borrowed. And the difcount of 
^^ tallies then beginning to rife, great p^ 
^' of that money remains ftill unraifed^ 
*' and there is nothing to pay. intereft for 
^* the o^oney Ipnt, till Augufi the firft, 
^^ One thoufand feven hundred and twelve, 
^* But the late Lord Treafurer ftruck tal- 

s • ■ • 

^* lies for the fjill fum directed by the aft 
^Vto be borrowed, great part of which 
tf* have been delivered in payment to the 
f ^ Navy and Vidualling-ofHces, apd Ibmc 
^* are , ftill in the han^s ef tlje govern-i 
f5 ment. 
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^' In One thoufand ieven hundred and 
*^ nine, part of the fame fund was con- 
*^ tinned from Augufi the firft, One thou- 
*^ fand fevcn hundred and fourteen, to 
Augujl the firft. One thoufand fevcn 
hundred and fixteen, to r^ife fix hun- 
^^ dred forty-five thoufand pounds 5 and 
" no provifion for Intereft till Auguji the 
*^ firft, One thoufand feven hundred and 
^* fourteen (which was about five years), 
*^ but by borrowing rponey on the fan;>e 
" fund, payable after the fums befor-e 
"lent 5 fo that little o£ that money, was 
** lent. But the tallies were ftruck for 
" what was unlcnt, fome of which we« 
" given out for the payment of the Nayy 
" and Viftualling, and fome ftill remaJA 
" in the hands of the government. 

" In One thoufimd fcve^ hundred an4 
** ten, the fums which were before given 
*^ from One thoufand feven hundred -and 
" fourteen, to One thpufand feven hun- 
** dred aiwi fixteen, were jcontiaued from 
^* thence to One thoufand feven hundred 

M 4 and 
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^* and twenty, to raife one million two 
** hundred and ninety-fix thoufand five 
^^ hundred and fifty-two pounds nine 
" fliiilings and eleven pence three farth- 
** ings ; and no immediate provifion for 
^* intereft till Augufi the firft, One thou- 
" fand feven hundred and fixteen, only, 
•" after the duty of one (hilling per 
^* bufliel on fait fhould be cleared froni 
^' the money it was then charged with, 
^' and which was not Co cleared till Mid-- 
^^ fummr One thoufand feven hundred 
^* and twelve laft, then that fund was tQ 
.♦' be applied to pay the intereft till Auguft 
f^ the firft, One thoufand feven hundred 
" and fixteen, which intereft amounted 
f^ to about feventy-feven thoufand feven 
f^ hundred and ninety-three pounds per 
^^ annum : and the faid fait fund pro- 
^^ duceth but about fifty-five thoufand 
" pounds per annum ; fo that no money 
^ was borrowed upon the general mort- 
" gage in One thoufand feven hundred 
{^ ^nd ten, except one hundred and fifty 

*? th0U:s 
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" thoufand pounds lent by the Swifs 
^* Cantons ; but tallies were ftruck for 
" the whole fum, Thefe all remained 
" in the late Treafurer's hands at the time 
" of his removal, yet the money was ex- 
pended, which occafioned thofe great 
demands upon the commiffioners of the 
" Treafury who fucceeded him, and were 
*^ forced to pawn thofe tallies tp the 
" Bank, or to remitters, rather- than fell 
" them at twenty or twenty-five fer cent^ 
^' difcount, as the price then was. About 
" twp hundred thoufand pounds of them 
" they paid to clothiers of the army, and 
^* others ; and all the reft, being above 
" ninety thoufand pounds, have been fub- 
** fcribed into the South-fea company for 
*' the ufe of the publick." 

r' 

When the Earl of Godolphin was 
removed from his employment, he left a 
debt upon the Navy of millions, all 
contradted under his adminiftration, which 
had no parliament-fecurity, and was daily 
increafed. Neither could I ever learnj 

whether 
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whether that lord had the fmallefl: proC 
pc(St of clearing this incumbrance, or 
whether there were policy, negligence^ or 
defpair at the bottom of this unaccount- 
able management. But the confcquences 
were vifible and ruinous; for by thk 
means Navy-bills ^ grew to • be forty per 
cent, difcountj and upwards i and aln[K>ft 
every kind of ftores, bought by the Navy 
and Vidualling-ofEces, coft the govern^ 
ment double rates, and fometimes more ; 
fo that the publick hath diredlly loft fe^^ 
veral millions upon this one article, with- 
out any fort of neceffity, that I could ever 
hear aiCgned by the ableft vindicators of 
that party. 

In this opprefTed and intanglcd ftatp 
was the kingdom, with relation to i& . 
debts, when the Quedn removed, the Earl 
of GoDOLPHiN from his office, and put it 
into commiffion, of which the prefent 
Treafurer was one. This perfon had 
been chofen Speaker fucceffively to three 
parliaments, was afterwards Secretary of 

State, 
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State, and always In greait efteem wkh 
the Queen for his wifdom and fidelity* 
The late miniftry, about two years before 
their falj, had prevailed with her Majefty, 
muph againfl her inclination, to difmifi 
him frorii her fervice; for which they can-f 
not bp juftly blamed, fince he had cndea^ 
voured the fame thing againft them; and 
very narrowly failed ^ which makes it thf 
more extraordinary that he fliould fucceed 
in a fecond attempt againft thofe very ad- 
verfarics, who had fuch fair warning by 
the firft. He is firm and fteady in his 
refolutipns, not eafily diverted from them 
after he hath once poffeffed himfelf of an 
opinion that they are right, nor very com- 
municative where he can ad: by himfcif, 
being taught by experience, that a fecret 
is feldom fafe in m^rc than one breaft* 
That which occurs to other men after 
matjure deliberation^ offers to him as hi$ 
firft thoughts ; fo that he decides imme- 
diately what is bcft to be done, and 
•thefcfore* is ieldom at ^ lofs upon fudden 

exi- 
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exigencies. He thinks it a more eafy 
and fafe rule in politicks to watch inci- 
dents as they come, and then turn them 
to the advantage of what he purfues, 
than pretend to forefee them at a great 
diflance. Fear, cruelty, . avarice, and 
pride, are wholly ftrangers to his nature ; 
but he is not without ambition. There 
is one thing peculiar in his temper, which 

I altogether difapprove, and do not re- 
member to have heard or met with in 
any other man's charafter : I mean, an 
eafinefs and indifference under any im- 
putation, althpugh he be n^ver fo inno- 
cent> and although the ftrongeft probabi-^ 
, lities and appearance are againft him ; fo 
jhat I have known him often fulpedted 
by bis near^ft friends, for fome months, 
in points of the higheft importance, to a 
degree, that they were ready to break 
with him, and only undeceived by time 
and accident. His detradlors, who charge 
}iim with cunning, are but ill acquainted 
with hi§ charader y for> in the fenfc they 

take 
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take the word, and as it is ufually under- 
flood, I know no man to whom that 
mean talent could be with lefs juftice ap- 
plied, as the condudl of affairs, while he 
hath been at the helm, doth clearly de- 
monftrate, very contrary to the nature and 
principles of cunning, which is always 
employed in ferving little turns, propofing 
little ends, and fupplying daily exigen- 
cies by little fliifts a(id expedients. But 
to reftue a prince out of the hands of in- 
folent fubjedts, bent upon fuch defigns 
as muft probably end in the ruin of the 
government; to find out means for pay- 
ing fuch exorbitant debts as this nation 
hath been involved in, and reduce it to a 
better management ; , to i^ake a potent 
enemy offer advantageous terms of peac^, 
and deliver up the moft important fortrefs 
of his kingdom, as a fecurity 5 and this 
againfl: all the oppofition, mutually raifed 
and inflamed by parties and allies ; fuch 
performances can only be called cunning 
by thofe whofe want of underflanding, or 

of 
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of candour, puts them upon finding ill 
names for great qualities of ^ the mind, 
which themfelvcs do neither poffcfs, nor 
can form any juft conception of. How-* 
ever, it mufl: be allowed, that an obftinatfiS 
love of fecrecy in this minifter feems, at 
diftance, to have fome refemblance of 
cunning; for he is not only very retentive 
of fecrets, but appears to be £b too, which 
I number amongft his defedts. He* hath 
been blamed by his friends for refufing to 
difcover his intentions, even in thofe points 
where the ynfett. man may have need of 
advice and affiflance; and fome have cen-^ 
fured him', upon that account, as if he 
were jealous of power : but he hath been 
heard to anfwer, ** That he feldom did 
** otherwife, without caufe to repent." 
However, fo undiftinguifhed a caution 
Cannot, in my opinion, be juftified, by 
which the owner lofeth many advantages^ 
and whereof all men, who dcferved to 
be confided in, may with fome rcafoii 
complain. Hi& love of procraftination 

(where- 
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(wherein doubdefs nature hath her (hare) 
may probably be increafed by the fame 
means; but this is an imputation laid 
upon many other great minifters, who, 
like men under too heavy a load, let fall 
that which is of the leaft confequence, and 
go back to fetch it when their (boulders 
are free ; for time is often gained, as well 
as loft, by delay, which at worft is afault 
on the fecurer fide. Neither probably is 
this minifter anfwerable for half the cla- 
mour raifed againft him upon that arti*- 
cle: his endeavours are wholly turned 
upon the general welfare of his country, 
but perhaps with too little regard to that 
of particular perfotis, which renders him 
lefs amiable, than he would otherwife have 
been from the goodnefs of his humour, 
and agreeable converfation in a private 
capacity, and with few dependers. Yet 
feme allowance may perhaps be given to 
this failing, which is one of the greateil 
he hath, fince he cannot be more careleis 
of other men's fortunes than he is of his 

own. 



X 



176 HISTORY OF THE FOtJll 

f ( 

own. He is mafter of a very great and 
faithful memory, which is of mighty ufe 
in the management of publick aifairs; 
and I believe there are few examples to 
be produced in, any age, of a perfon who 
hath pafled through fo many employ- 
ments in the ftate, endowed with a great 
Ihare, both of divine and human learn-^ 
ing. 

I am perfuaded that foreigners, as well 
as thofe at home, Ivho live too remote 
from the fcene of bufinefs to be rightly 
informed, will not be difpleafed with this 
account of a perfon, who in the fpace of 
two years, hath been fo highly inftrumen-- 
tal in changing the face of affairs in Eu-- 
ropey and hath deferved fo well of his oyrn 
prince and country. 

In that perplexed condition 6f the pub- 
lick debts, which I have already de- 
fcribed, this minifter was brought into 
the Treafury and Exchequer, and had the 
chief diredlion of affairs. His firft re- 
gulation was that of exchequer bill$,r 

whichi 
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which, to the great difcouragement of 
jpublick credit) and fcandal to the 
crown, were three per cent, lefs in value 
than the fums Ipccified in^ thehi. Thef 
prefentTreafurcr, being then chancellor of 
the Exchequer, procured an a<S of parlia- 
ment, by which the Bank of England 
fhould be obhged, in confideration of 
forty- five thoufand pounds, to ^ccept and 
circulate thofe bills without any difcoiinf* 
Jle then proceeded to flop the depreda-^ 
tions of thofe who dealt in reniittances of 
money to the army, who, by unheard-of 
.exactions In that kind of traffick, had 
amafled prodigious wealth at the publick 
coll, to w^ich the Earl of GoDotPHiN 
had given too much way, * poJJ^ly by 
negletl i for 1 think be cannot be accujed 
of corruption. 

But the new T^reafurer's chief concern 
was to reftore the credit of the nation, by 
finding fome fettlement for. unprovidecj 

debts, amounting in the whole to ten mil- 

. . .* . \ • ' 

' * Added in the author's own hand-writing. 
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lions, which hung on the publick as a 
load equally heavy and difgraceful, with- 
out any profpcft of being removed, and 
which former minifters never had the care 
or courage to infpcia:. He refolved to go 
at once to the botton;i of this evil ; and 
having computed and fummed up the 
debt of the navy, and vidualling, ordi- 
nance, and tranfport of the army, and 
tranfport debentures made out for the 
fcrvicc of the laft war, of the general 
mortgage-tallies for the year One dioufand 
feven hundred and ten, and ibme other 
deficiencies, he then found out a fund of 
intereft fufficient to anfwer all this, which, 
being applied to other uies, could not^ 
raifc prcfent money for the war, but in a 
very few years would clear the debt it 
was engaged fpr. The intermediate ac- 
cruing intereft vvas to be paid by the Trea- 
surer of the navy ; and, as a farther ad- 
vantage to the Creditors, they (hould be 
ere<3:ed into a company for trading to the 
South*feas> and for encouragenicnl of 

fifh- 
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fishery. When all this was fully pre- 
pared and digefted, he made a motion in ^ 
the houfe of Gommons (who deferred 
extremely to his judgment and abilities) 
for paying the debts: of the Navy> and 
other unprovided deficiencies) without 
entering into p^ticulars, which was im*^ 
mediately voted. But a fudden ftop was 
put to this afiair by an unforeieen acci* 
dent. The Chancellor of the Exchequer - 
(which was then his title) being flabbed 
with a penknife, the following day, at the 
Cockpit, in the midft of a dozen lords of 
the councU, by th^ Sieur 0£ Guiscard, 
• a French - papift ; the circumftances of 

which fa<9: being not, withinthe coropals 

■ 

of this hiftory , I (hall only obfcrve, that 
after two months confinement, and fre<- 
qoent danger of his life, he returned to 
his ^at in parliament ^^ , 

The overtures made by this minift^r, 
of payirtg fo vafl a debt, under the prcf- 

* Sec the particular account in the Examiner. 
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fures of ^ long war, and the difficulty of 
finding fupplies for continuing it, was, 
during the time of his illncfs, ridiculed 
by his enemies as an impradicable and 
vifionary projefl: : and when, upon his re- 
turn to the houfe, he had explained his 
p^opofal, the very proprietors of the debt 
were, many of them, prevailed on to op- 
pofe it ; although the obtaining this trade, 
either through Old Spaifiy ot dire(5tly to 
the Spanijh Weft-Indies, had been one 
principal end we aimed . at by this war. 
However, the bill pafled ; and, as an im- 
mediate confequence, the Naval bills rofe 
to about twenty per cent.' fior never fell 
v^ithin ten of their difcount.. Another 
good cfFeft of this work appeared by the 

parliamentary lotteries, which kave been 
fince ereded. /The laft of that kind, 
under the former miniftry, was ;. eleven 
weeks in filling.; whereas thefirft, under 
the prcfcnt. was filled in a very few hours, 
although it coft the government lefs; and 
the others, which followed, were full be- 
• • - fore 
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fore the adls concerning them could pafs. 
And to prevent incumbrances of this kind 
from growing for the future, he took care, 
by the utmoft parfimony, or by fufpehd- 
ing payments, where they feemed lefs to 
prefs, that all ftores for the Navy fliould 
be bought with ready money ; by which 
cent, per cent, hath been faved in that 
mighty article of our expence, as will 
appear from an account taken at the Vic- 
tualling-office on the ninth of Augufti 
One thoufand feven hundred and twelve. 
And the payment of the iatereft was 
lefs a burthen upon the Navy, by the 
ftores being bought at fo cheap a 
rate. 

It might -look inviduous to enter into 
farther particulars upon this head, but of 
fmaller moment. What I have above re- 
lated, may ferve to fhew in how ill a con- 
dition the kingdom ftood, with relation 
to its debts, by the corruption as well as 
negligence of former management; and 
what prudent, effedlual meafures have 

N 3 fince 
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fince been taken to prpvide for old in« 
cumbrances, and hinder the running into 
new- This may be fufficient for the in- 
formation of the reader, perhaps already 
tired with a fubje<fl fo little entertaining 
as that of accounts : I fhall therefore now 
return to relate fome of the principal mat- 
ters that paiTed in parliament, during this 
fefllon. 

Upon the eighteenth of January the 
houfe of Lords fent down a bill to the 
Commons, for fixing the precedence of 
the Hanover family, which probably 
hadrireen forgot in the afts for fettling the 
fucceflion of the crown. That of Henry 

• 

VIII. which gives the rank to princes of 
the blood, carries it no farther than tei 
nephews, nieces> and grand-children of 
the crown j by virtue of which the Prin- 
cefs Sophia is a princefs of the blood, as 
niece to King Charles I. of England,^ 
and precedes accordingly; but this pri- 
vilege doth not defcend to her ion the 
Ele&or, or the Electoral Prince* To 

fupply 
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fupply which defedt, and pay a compli**- 
ment to the prcfumptive heirs of the 
CroWh, this, bill, as appcareth by the 
preamUei was iteommended by her Ma-* 
jeftf to the houfe of Lords ; which the 
Commons, to (hew their zeal for evcrv 
tluDg that ought be thought to concern 
. the intereft os honour of that illuftrious 
&mily, ordered tb be read thricb^ and 
pafled nemiTte cmtradicente^ and retiimed 
to the Lords^ withobt any amendthent, on 
the very day it was fent down. 

But the houie feetned to have nothing 
more at heart than a ftri<St inquiry infti 
the ftate of the nation, with refpqft to 
foreign alliances. Some difcourfes had 
been.publiihed in print, about the begins 
ning of the feflion, boldly complaining 
61 certain articles in the Barrier-treaty, 
concluded about three years fince by the 
Lord VifcountTowi4SBND, between Great 
Britmm and the States General y and , 
(hewing, ih Many partitulars, the unequsd 
conduct of thefe powers in our alliance^ 

N4. _ in 
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in furnidiing their quotas and fupplie9< 
It was affertcd by the lame writers, *^ That 
'^ thefe hardfhips, put upon Englandy had 
*^ been countenanced and encouraged by 
*' a party here at home, in order to pre-^ 
^^ ferve their power, which could be no 
** otherwife maintained than by conti- 
** nuing the war, as well as by her Ma*- 
*' jefty's general abroad, upon account of 
^^ his own peculiar intereft and gran^ 
«* deur." Thefe loud accufations Ipread- 
ing themfelv^s throughout the l^ingdom^ 
delivered in fadts diredly charged, and 
thought, whether true or not, to be but 
weakly confuted, had fufficiently prepared 

< 

the minds of the people 5 and, by putting 
iirguments into every body's mouth, had 
filled the town and country with contrbn- 
verfies, both in writing and difcourfe. 
The point appeared to be of great con- 
fequence, whether the war continued or 
not : fof , in the former cafe, it was n^Cr 
ceflary that the allies /hould be brought 
to a more equal regulation 5 and that the 

' ^ State* 
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States in particular, for whom her Ma- 
jefty had done fuch great things, (hould 
explain and corred: thofe articles in the 
Barrier-treaty which were prejudicial to 
Britain; and, in either cafe, it was fit the 
people fhould have at leaft the fatisfaftion 
of knowing by whofe counfels, and for 
what defigns, they had been fo hardly 
treated. 

In order to this great inquiry, the Bar- 
rier-treaty, with all other treaties and 
agreements entered into between her Ma- 
jcfty and her allies, during the prefent 
war, for the raifing and augmenting the 
proportions for the fervice thereof, were, 
by the Queen's dired:ions, laid before the 
houfe. 

Several refolutions were drawn up, and 
reported at different times, upon the de- 
ficiencies of the allies in furnifhing their 
quotas, upon cJertain articles in the Bar- 
rier-treaty, and upon the flateof the war; 
-by all which it appeared, that whatever 
had been charged by publick difcourfes in 

3 pr^t 
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print againft the late roiniftry, &nd the 
condud: of the allies, was much lefs than 
the truth. Upon thcfe refolutions (by one 
of which the Lord Vifcount Townsend, 
who negotiated and iigned the Barrier- 
treaty^ was declared an ehemy to the 
Qijpcn and kingdom), and upon foide 
farther directions to the committed, z^^ 
prefentation was formed j and foon after 
the Commons in a body prefented it to 
the Queen, the endeavours of the adverfe 
party not prevailing to have it recom^ 
uiitted. 

This reprefentation (fuppofed to be the 
work of Sir Thomas Hanmer's pen) is 
written with much energy and fpirit, and 
will be a very ufeful authentick record, 
for the aiCftance of thofe who at any tihie 
(hall undertake to write the Hifto^ of 
the prefent times. 

I did intend, for brevity fake, to have 
given the reader only an aUlradt of it ; 
but, upon trial, found myfelf unequal td 
fuch a taik, without injuring fo excellent 
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a piece. And although I thln^ hiftorical 
relations are but ill patched up with long 
txanfcripts already printed, which, upon 
that account, I have hitherto avoided ^ yet 
this being the fum of all debates and re- 
folutions of the houfe of Commons in 
that great affair of the war, I conceived it 
could not be well omitted. 

" Moft gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majefty s moft dutiful and 
loyal fubje£ts, the Commons of Great 
Britain in parliament aflembled, having 
*^ nothing fo much at hearty as to enable 
** your Majefty to bring this long and ex- 
'* penfive war to an honourable and happy 
** condufion, have taken it into our moft 
•* ferious confideration, how the neceflary 
♦* fuppUes to be provided by us may bfe 
beft appUed, and how the common 
caufe may in the moft efFedual manner 
be carried on, by the united force . of 
the whole confederacy; we have 
thought ^urfelvcs obliged, in duty to 

<<your 
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** your Majefly, and in difcharge of the 
** truft repofed in us, to inquire into the 
" true ftate of the war, in all its parts, we 
" have examined what flipulations have 
'* been entered into between your Ma- 
♦* jefiy and your allies ; and how far fuch 
engagements have on each fide been 
made good. We have confidered the 
" different interefts which the confede- 
^^ rates have in the fucccfs of mis war, 
*' and the different fhares they have oon- 
" tributed to its fupport : we have with 
'^ our utmoft care and diligence endea-^ 
** voured to difcover the nature, extent^ 
and charge of it, to the end, that by 
comparing the weight thereof with our 
own ftrength, we might adapt the one 
'* to the other in fuch meafure, as neither 
^^ to continue your Majefty's fubjefts un- 
"dcr a heavier burthen, than in reafori 
and juftice tjiey ought to bear 5 nor de- 
ceive your M^efty, your allies, iand our- 

" felves, by undertaking more than the 

*^ nation 



cc 
tc 






LASTtEARS of the QUEEN. 1S9 

'** nation in its prefent circumilances is 
*'. able to perform. 

« Your Majefty has been gracioufly 
** pleafed, upon our humble applications^ 
** to order fuch materials to be laid before 
** us, as have furnifhed us with the necef- 
V fary information upon the particulars 
** we have inquired into 5 and when we 
** fhall have laid before your Majefty our 
** obfervations, and humble advice upon 
**'this fubje£t, we promife to ourfelvp§ 
?' this happy fruit from it, that if your 
?' Majefty 's generous and good purpofes, 
** for the procuring a fafe and lafting peace, 
f' fhould, through the obftinacy of the 
f * enemy, or by any other means, be un- 
?* happily defeated, a true knowledge and 
^f underftanding of the p^ft conduct: of the 

** war will be the beft foundation for a 

' . . ■ , 

^' more frugal and equal management of 
^' it for the time tb come. 

■ * * 

: *' In order tp take the more perfed 
" view of what we proppfed, and that 
'^ we mi^ht be able to fet the whole be- 
. " fore 
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••fore your Majefty in a true light, we 
" have thought it ncccffary to go back to 
" the beginning of the war, and beg leave 
" to obferve the motives add reafons, 
upon which his late Majefty King Wil- 
liam firft engaged in it. The treaty 
of the Grand Alliance, explains thofc 
" reafons to be for the fupporting the pre- 
" tenfions of his Imperial Majefty, then 
" actually engaged in a war with die 
French King, who had lifurped the in- 
tire Spanijh monarchy for his grandfon 
the Duke of Anjoitj and for the aiM- 
ing the States General, who, l^ the lofs 
of their barrier againft France y were 
" then in the fame, or a more dangerous 
** condition, than if they were actually 
" invaded. As thefe were the juft and 
** neceffary motives for undertaking this 
" wdJ", fo the ends propofed to-be ob- 
" tained by itj were equally wife aiid 
" honourable ; for as they are fet forth in^ 
" the eigbth article of the fame treaty,* 
" they appear to have been the ^octaring 

2 ^^ an 
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an equitaile and reajbnable fatisfaBion 
to bis Imperial Majefiy^ and Jujicient 
fecurities for the dominions^ provinces^ > 
navigafiony and commerce of the King of 
" Great Britain, and the States General^ 
** and the making effeStual prcniijion^ that 
the two kingdoms of France and Spain 
jhouU never bt united under the fame go- 
*^ vernment ; and particularly, that the 
** French flibuld never get into the pof- 
feffion of the SpaniJhWcA Indies, or 
be permitted to fail thither, upon the 
** account of traffick, or under any pre- 
tence whatfoever; and kftly, the fe- 
curtng to the ftibjetas of the King of 
*^ Great Britain^ and the States General, 
all the fame prii^ileges, and rights of 
Commerce, throughout Ae whole do- 
minions oiSpain^ as they enjoyed before 
the death of Charles the lid. .King of 
Spain y by virtue of any treaty, agree- 
ment, or cuftom, or any other way 
" whatfoever. For the obtaining thefe 
" ends, the three confederated powers 

" en- 
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engaged to aflift one another with their 
whole force, according to fuch propor- 
tions as fhould be fpecified in a parti- 
*^ cular convention, afterwards to be made 
for that purpofe : we do not find that 
any fuch convention was ever ratified ; 
** but it appears, that there was an agreer 
" ment concluded, which, by common 
** confent, was underftood to be binding 

w 

." upon each party relpeftively, and ac* 
" cording to which the proportions of 
Great Britain were from the beginning 
regulated and founded. The terms of 
that agreement were. That for the fer- 
vice at lapd, his Imperial Majefty fhould 
" furnifli ninety thoufand men, the King 
" of Great Britain forty thoufand, and 
" the States General one hundred and two 
" thoufand, of which there were forty- 
**, two thoufand intended to fupply their 
*' garrifons, and fixty thoufand to a<3: 
/* againft th? common enemy in the field; 
** and with regard to the operations of the 
/^ war at fea, they were agreed to be per- 

" formed 
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** formed jointly by Great Britain and 
** the States General, the quota of fhips 
" to be furniflied for that fervice being 
" five eighths on the part of Great Bri^ 
" tain, and three eighths on the part of 
" the States General. 

" Upon this foot, the war began in the 
** year One thoufand feven hundred and 
*' two, at which time the whole yearly 
" expence of it to England amounted to 
" three millions^ feven hundred, and fix 
** thoufand four hundred ninety-four 
** pounds ; a very great charge, as it was 
" " then thought by your Majefty's fubjedsj 
" after the fhort interval of eafe they had 
*' enjoyed from the burden of the former 
" war, but yet a very moderate propor- 
" tion> in comparifon with the load which 
*' hath fince been laid upon them : for it 
^' appears, by eftinates given in to your 
** Commons, that the fums neceflary to 
carry on the fervice for this prefent 
year, in the fame manner as it was per^ 
f* fornied the laft year, amount to more 

O '' than 
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'^ than fix millions nine hundred and 
" fixty thoufand pounds, befidcs intereft 
•• for the publick debts, and the deficien- 
*^ cies accruing the laft jrcar, which two 
articles require one million one hun- 
dred and forty-three thoufand pounds 
" more : fo that the whole demands upon 
your Connnons are arlfen to more than 
eight millions for the prefent annual 
fupply. We know youf Majefty's ten- 
der regard for the welfare of your 
^ people, will make it uneafy to yott- fo 
" hear of fo great a preffure as thi& upon 
" them ', and as we are affured, il will 
" fully convince your Majefty of the ne- 
** Gcffity of our prefent inquiry 5 fo wc 
** beg leave to reprefent to you, froiii 
" what caufes, and by what ilepig, Aii 
** knmenfe charge appears to have grown 
*' upon us. . ; 

" The fervice at fea, as it has been vei^ 
" large and extenfive in itfelf, fo it had 
" been carried on, through the whole 
" courfe of the war, in a manner highlj^ 

"difad- 
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difadvantageous to your Majcfty and 
your kingdom; for the neceffity of 
affairs requiring that great fleets fhould 
" be fitted out every year, as well for the 
" maintaining a fuperiority in the MeJi-^ 
*' terraneariy as for oppofing any force 
x^hich the enemy might prepare, either 
at Dunkirk^' or in the ports of Weji 
*•" France y your Majefly's example and 
" readinef^ in fitting out your proportion 
"of fhips, for all parts of that fervice, 
** have been fo fat from prevailing withr 
the States General to fifeep pace with 
you, that they have been deficient every 
*^ year to a: great degree, in proportion to 
" what your Majcfty hath furniflied 3 
*^ fometimes no lefs than two thirds, and 
" generally more than half of their quota: 
*^ from hence your Majefty has been 
oHiged, for the preventing difappoint- 
ments in the moft preffing fervice, to 
fupply thofe deficiencies by additional 
'* reinforcements of your own Ihips ; nor 
^* hath the fin^e incrcafc of fuch a charge 

O 2 « been 
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* been the only ill confequence that at- 

* tended it ; for by this means the debt of 

* the navy hath been inhanced, fo that 
*;thc difcoiints arifing upon the credit of 

* it have afFefted all other parts of the 

* fervice, from the fame caufe. Your 

* Majefty's fhips of war have been forced 

* in greater numbers to continue in re- 
' mote feas, and^t uiifeafonable times of 

* the year» to the great damage and de- 

* cay of the Britijh navy. This alfo hath 

* been the occafion that your Majefty 
' hath been heightened in your convoys 
^ for trade; your coafls have been ex- 
^ pofed, for want of a fufficient number 

* of cruifers to guard them ; and you have 

* been difabled from annoying the enemy, 

* in their moft beneficial comtnerce with 

* the Weji Indies j from whence they re- 

* ccived thofe vaft fupplies of treafure, 

* without which they could not haVe 
' fupported the expences of this war. 

" That part of the war which hath 
** been carried on in Flanders y was at firft 



" imme- 
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** immediately neceflary to the fecurity of 
" the States General,' and hath fince 
" brought them great acquifitions, both 
" of revenue and dominion ; yet evca 
" there the original proportions have been 
" departed from, and, during the courfe 
" of the war, have been finking by de- 
" grees on the part of Holland -^ fo that in 
** this laft year, we find the number in 
" which they fell fhort of their three 
fifths, to your Majefty's two fifths, have 
been twenty thoufand eight hundred 
" and thirty-feven men : we are not unr 
" mindful, that in the year One thoufand 
" fcven hundred and three, a treaty was 
** made between the two nations, for a 
" joint augmentation of twenty thoufand 
" men, wherein the proportions were va- 
" ried, and England confented to take 
*^ half upon itfelf. But it having been 
^^ annexed as an exprefs condition to the 
grant of the faid augmentation in par- 
liament, that the States General fhould 
^^ prohibit all trade and commerce with 

O 3 ** France^ 
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France^ and that condkion having not 
been performed by then^, the Com- 
mons think it reafoaablej that the firft 
rule of three to two ought to have 
taken place again^ as well in that as i^ 
other fubfequent augmentations, more 
efpecially when they confider, that the 
revenues of thofe rich provinces which 
have been conquered, would, if tfjey 
were duly applied, maintain a great 
number of new additional forces againft 
the common enemy; notwithftaading 
which, the States General have raifed 
none upon that account, but make-ufe 
of thofe frelh fupplies of m^oney, only to 
eafe themfelves in the /charge of their 
£rft eftabli^d quota. 

" As in the progrefs of the war in Flan-- 
dersy a difproportion was foon created 
to the prejudice of England i fo the 
very beginning of the war in Portugat^ 
brought an uneqiual fliare of burden 
upon us ; for although the Emperor 
aad the iStates General were equally 

** parties 
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parties with your Majcfty in the treaty 
with the King of Porfi/g/iJ,' yet the Em- 
peror neither furnifliing his third part 
*^ of the tropps and fubfidies ftipulated 
** for, nor the Dutch confenting to take 
an equal ihare of his Imperial Majefly'g 
defeat upon themfelves, your Majefty 
hath beeq obliged to furnlfh two thirds 
" of the intire expence created by thjut 
*^ fervice. Nor has the inequality flopped 
*' there J for ever jGnce the year One thov^- 
*' fand feven hundred and fix, when the 
" Englijh and Dutch forces marched out 
" of Portugal into Caftile^ the States Ge- 
*^ neral have . intirely abandoned the war 
" in Portugal^ sind left your Majefty tp 
*' profecute it fingly at your own charge, 
^* which you h^ve acccxdingly done, by 
*^ replacing a greater number of troops 
*' there, than even at firft you took upo|i 
*' you to provide. At the fame time you.r 
^' Majefty s generous, endeavours for the 
^* fupport and defence of the King of 
" Portugal^ have beieA .byt ilj feconded by 

O4 "that 
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'^ that prince himfclf j for notwithftand- 
" ing that by his treaty he had obliged 
** himfelf to furnifh twelve thouland foot, 
" and three thoufand horfe, upon his own 
" account, befides eleven thoufand foot, 
" and. two thoufand horfe more, in con- 
** fideration of a fubfidy paid him ; yet, 
^* according to the beft information your 
" conitoons can procure, it appears, that 
^' he hath fcarce at any time furniflied 
^* thirteen thoufand men in the whole. 

^' In Spain the war hatji been yet more 
^* ynequal, and burdenfome to your Ma- 
^* jefty, than in any other branch of it ; 
^* for being comnienced without any 
f* treaty whatfoever, the allies have al- 
^^ moft wholly declined taking any part of 
f ' it upon themfelves. A fmall body of 
^^ Englijh znd Dutch troops were fent thi- 
^* ther in the year One thoufand fevpn 
** hundred and five, not as being thought 
^' fufficient to fupport a regular war, or to 
^* make the conqueft of fo large a coun- 
^' t^Yi but ^ith a view only of afBfting 
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the Spaniards to fet King Charles 
upon the throne ; occafioned by . the 
great aflurances which were given of 
** their inclinations to the houfe of Aus- 
"tria: but this expedlation failing, 
" England was infenfibly drawn into an 
" eftablifhed war, under all the difad- 
" vantages of the diftance of the place, 
'* and the feeble efforts of the other allies. 
The account we have to lay before 
your Majefly, upon this head, is, that 
although the undertaking was entered 
" upon at the particular and earneft re- 
" (jueft of the Imperial court, and for a 
" caufe of no lefs importance and concern 
" to them, than the reducing the Spanijh 
monarchy to the houfe of Austria; 
yet neither the late Emperors, nor his 
" prefent Imperial Majefty, have ever 
" had any forces therie on their account, 
" till the laft year ; and then, only one 
regiment of foot, confifting of two 
thoufand men. Though the States Gc- 
^* neral have contributed fomething more 

"to 
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•* to this fervice, yet their fh^e aJib hath 
" been inconfiderable ; for in the fpace of 
" four years, from One thoufand feven 
*' hundred and five, to One thoufand feven 
" hundred and eight, both inclufive, all 
"the forces they have fent into that 
" country have not exceeded twelve thou- . 
•* fand tw^o hundred men; and from the 
" year One thoufand feven hundred and 
" eight to this tinae, they have not fent 
." any forces or recruits whatfoever. To 
" your Majefty's care and charge, the re- 
" covery of that kingdom hath been in a 
" manner wholly left, as if none elfe 
" were interefted or concerned in it. And 
" the forces which your Majefty hath 
" fent into Spairiy in the fpace of feven 
" years, from One thoufand feven hun- 
" dred and five, to One thoufand feven 
*' hundred and eleven, both ioclufive, 
** have amounted to no lefs than fifty-. 
" feven thoufand nine hundred feventy- 
*^ three irien, befides thirteen battalions 
" and eighteen fquadrons, for which your 

" Ma- 
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^ Majefty hath paid a fubfidy to the Em- 
" peror. 



cc 



How great the eftabliflied expence of 
a number oi men hath been, your Mar* 
jefty very well knows, and your Com- 
** mpns very fenfibly feel ; but the weight 
" will be found much greater, when it is 
" confidered how many heavy articles of 
*^ unufual and extraordinary charge have 
*^ attended this remote and difHcult jfer- 
" vice, all which have been entirely de- 
" frayed by your Majefty, except that one 
" of traniporting the few forces, which 
*^ were fent by the States General, and the 
^* vidtualling of them during their tranf- 
" portation only. The accoujats delivered 
" to'your Commons fhew, that the charge 
" of your Majefty's (hips and veiTels, em- 
" ployed in the fervlce of the war in Sj^in 
*' and Portugal^ reckoned after the rate 
" .of four pounds a man per month, fropi 
" the time they failed from hence, till 
" they returned, were loft, or put upon 
*^ other fervices, hath amounted to fix 
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" millions five hundred forty thoufand 
" nine hundred and fixty-fix pounds four- 
teen (hillings : the charge of tranfports 
on the part of Great Britainy for carry- 
ing on the war in Spain and Portugal^ 
*' from the beginning of it till this time, 
" hath amounted to one million three 
hundred thirty-fix thoufand feven hun- 
dred and nineteen pounds^ nineteen 
(hillings, and eleven-pence ; that of 
vidlualling land-forces for the fame fcr- 
** vice, to five hundred eighty-three thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy pounds, 
eight (hillings, and fix-pence ; and that, 
of contingencies, and other extraordina- 
ries for the fame fervice, to one million 
eight hundred forty thoufand three hun^ 
" dred and fifty-three pounds. 

** We fhould take notice to your Ma- 
jefty of feveral fums paid upon account 
of contingencies, and extraordinaries in 
FlanderSy making together the fum of 
" one million one hundred feven thou- 
** fand and ninety-fix pounds : but we 

^^ arc 
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*< are not able to make any comparifon of 
" them, with wKat the States General have 
" expended upon the fame head, having 
"no fuch ft ate of their extraordinary 
" charge before us. There remains there- 
" fore but one particular more for your 
" Majefty's obfervation, which arifes front 
*^ the fubfidies paid to foreign princes. 
" Thefe, at the beginning of the war, 
" were borne in equal proportion by your 
" Majefty, and. the States General j but in 
" this inftance alfo, the balance hath been 
" caft in prejudice of your Majefty : for 
" it appears, that your Majefty hath fincc 
" advanced more than your equal propor- 
" tion, three millions one hundred and 
" fifty-five thoufand crowns, befides ex- 
" traordinaries paid in Italy ^ and not in- 
" eluded in any of the foregoing articles, 
" which arife to five hundred thirty-nine 
" thoufand five liundred and fifty-three 
** pounds. 

" We have laid thefe feveral particulars 

** before your Majefty in the (horteft maur 

**xier 
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*' ncr we have been able ; and by an ef- 
timate grounded on the preceding fads, 
it does appear, that over and above the 
quotas on the part of Grtat Britain^ 
anfwering to thofe contributed by your 
" allies, more than nineteen millions have 
" been expended by your Majcfty, during 
*^ the courfe of this virar, by way of fur- 
** plufage, or exceeding in balance; of 
" which none of the confederates have 
" furniflicd any thing whatfocver. 

" It is with very great concern, that we 
" find fo much occafion given us,to reprefent 
" how ill an ufe hath been made of your 
" Majefty's and your ftibjed:s zeal for the 
*^ common caufe ; that the intereft of that 
", caufe hath not been proportionably pro- 
" moted by it, but others only have been 
" eafed at your Majefty's and your fub- 
" jedts coft, and have been connived at, in 
" laying their part of the burthen upoi) 
" this kingdoni, although they have upon' 
*^ all accounts been equally, and in moft 
** refpedls, much more nearly concerned 

*' than 
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** than Britain in the iffue of die war* 
" We are perfaaded your Majefty will 
" think it pardonable in us, with fome 
" refentment to complain of the little re- 
" gard, which fome of thofe, whom your 
^* Majcfly of late years intruded, have 
" (hewn to the interefts of their country, 
" in giving way, at leaft, to fuch unrea- 
" fonable impofitions upon it, if not in 
" fome meafure contriving them. The 
" courfe of which impofitions hath been 
** fo Angular and extraordinary, that the 
" more the wealth of this nation hath 
" been exhaufted, and the more your Ma- 
"jefty's arms have been attended with 
" fuccefs, the heavier hath been the bur- 
" then laid upon us 5 whilft on the other 
.*' hand, the more vigorous your Majefty's 
" efforts have been, and the greater the 
** advantages which have redounded thence 
" to your allies, the niore thofe allies have 
** abated in their (hare of the expence. 

*• At the firft entrance into this war, the 

" Commons .were induced to exert them- 

I '^ felves 
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** felvcs in. the extraordinary manner they 
" did, and to grant fuch large fupplies, as 
** had been unknown to former ages, in 
" hopes thereby to prevent the mifchiefs 
" of a lingering war, and to bring that, 
" in which they were neceflarily engaged, 
" to a fpeedy conclufion ; but they have 
" been very unhappy in the event, whilft 
** they have fo much reafon to fulpedl, 
" that what was intended to (horten the 
" war, hath proved the very caufe of its 
** long continuance ; for thofe, to whom 
'* the profits of it have accrued, have not 
" been difpofed eafily to forego them. 
^* And your Majefty will from thence 
" difcern the true reafouy why fo many have 
** delighted in a wary which brought in fo 
*' rich an harveji yearly from Great Bri* 
" tain. 

'* We are far from defiring, as wc 
*^ know your Majefty will be from con- 
*' eluding any peace, but upon fafe and 
** honourable terms ; and we are far from 
" intending to excufe ourfelves from raifing 

4 *♦ aft 
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** all neceflary and poffibk/ttpplies, for an 
efi€(ftual proiibcution of the vyar, till fuch 
a peace can be obtained i all that your 
^ faithful Commons aim at^ all that thej^ 
•^ wi(h, is aii equal concMrrence from the 
*^ other powers, engaged in alliance widi 
•* your Majefty j and a juft application of 
^' what hath been already gained from 
** the enemy, towards promoting the 
" common caufe. Several large countries 
•* and territories have been reftored to the 
** houfe of Aujiria^ fuch as the kingdom 
** of Napks, the dutchy of Milany and 
^^ other places in Italy $ others have bften 
^ conquered, ^nd added to their domi^ 
** nions, as the two electorates of Bavaria 
and Cobgfiy the dutchy oiMantuay and 
the bifhoprick of Liege j thefe having 
^* beeti reduced in great mcafure by our 
^^ blood and treafure, may, we humbly 
« conceive, with great reafon, be claimed 
^* to come in aid towards carrying on the 
^^ war in Sp^in* And therefore we make 

** it our carncft requeft to your Majefty 
^ P *' that 
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•• that you will give inftrudtions to your 
•^miniftcrs^ to infift with the Emperor, 
*^ that the revenues of thofe feveral places, 
" excepting only fuch a portion thereof as 

is neceffary for their defence, be adlually 
fo applied : and as to the other parts of 
•* the war, to which your Majefty hath 
obliged yourfelf by particular treaties tb 
contribute, we humbly befeech your 
*' Majefty, that you will be pleafed to 
** take efFeftual care, that your allies do 
*• perform their parts ftipulated by thofe 

** treaties j and that your Majefty will, for 
" the future, no otherwife furnifh troops^, 
" or pay fubfidies, than in proportion to 
** what your allies (hall a&ually furnifli 
•* and pay : when this juftice is done to 
" your Majefty, and to your people, there 
" is nothing which your Commons will 
"not chearfully grant, towards fupporting 
** your Majefty in the caufe in which you 
•* are engaged. And whatever farther 
^^ {hall appear to be neccflary for carry- 
" ing on the war, either atfea or land, we 

*' will 
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^' will efFedtually enable your Majefty'to 
** bear your reafonable fhare of any fuch 
** cxpenccj and will Ipare no fupplies 
" which your fubjefts are able, with theit 
" utmoft efforts to afford* 

" After having enquired into, and con-* 
" fidered the ftate of the war, in which 
" the part your Majefly has borne, ap-^ 
" pears to have been, not only fuperior to 
" that of any one ally, but even equal to 
" that of the whole confederacy ; your 
" Commons naturally inclined to hope^ 
.*' that they fhould find care had been 
*' taken of fecuring feme particular ad- 
*^ vantages to Britain^ in the terms of a 
" future peace ; fuch as might afford a 
" profpeft of making the nation amends, 
" in time, for that immenfe treafure 
** which has been expended, and thofe 

heavy debts vs^hich have been con trac- 
ed, in the courfe of fo long and bur- 

" thenfome a war. This reafonable ex- 
*^ pedtation could no way have been better 
** anfwered, than by fome provifion made 

Pa " for 
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" for the further fecurity, and the great 
^* improvement of the commerce of Great 
«' Brildin j but we find ourfelves fo very 
" far difappointcd in thcfe hopes, that in a 
" treaty not long fince concluded between 
" your Majefty and the States General, 
" under a colour of i mutual guarantee,. 
" given for two points of the greateft im- 
" portance to both nations, tfee fucceffibn, 
*' and the barrier ; it appears, the intercft 
" of Great Britain hath been not only 
«' neglefted, but facrificed ; and that fe- 
•' veral articles in the faid treaty, are de- 
" ftrudivc to the trade and welfare of this 
*^* kingdom, and therefore highly difho- 
" nourabfe to your Majefty, 

" Your Commons obferve, in the firft 
" place, that feveral towns and, places ar,e, 
" by virtue of this treaty, to be put into 
" the hands of the States General, parti- 
" cularly Newport y Dendermond^ and the 

** caftle of Gheniy which can in no fenfe 

> 

" be looked upon as a part of a barrier 
" againft France^ but being the ke3rs oi 

"the 
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** the Netherlands towards Britain^ nmft 
" make the trade of your Majefty'3 fub- 
jedta in thofe parts precarious, and when- 
ever the States think fit, totally exclude 
** them from it. The pretended neceflity 
*^ of putting thefc places into the hands 
** of the States General, in order to fe- 
" cure to them a communication with 
" their barrier, muft appear vain and 
•* groundlefs y for the fovereignty of the 
** Low Countries being not to remain to 
** an enemy, but to a friend and an ally,. 
** that communication muft be always fe- 
^* cure and uninterrupted 5 befides that, 
" in cafe of a rupture, or an attack^ the 
" States have full liberty allowed them to 
'* take poffeffion of all the Spajiijh Nether^ 
^' lands ^ and therefore needed no particu-^ 
** lar ftipulation for the towns above- 
^^ mentionedt 

*' Having taken notice of this concef* 
** fion made to the States General, for 
** feizing upon the whole ten provinces j 
^ wecaijnot but obferve tpyouf Majefty, 

P 3 « that 
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•^ that in the manner this article is ftzmod^ 
** it is another dangerous circumftancQ 
" which attends this treaty 5 for had fuch 
*< a provifion been confined to the care of 
'* an apparent attack from France only, 
^\ the avowed defign of this treaty had 
*? been fulfilled, and your Majefty's in- 
^' ftrudtions to your ambaffador had been 
" purfued : but thi§ neceflary reftri^ion 
♦* hath been omitted, and the fame liberty 
*^ is granted to the States, to take poffef- 
•^ fioq pf all the Netberlandsy whenever 
^' they (hall think themfelvcs attacked by 
*^ any other neighbouring nation, as when 
<' they (hall be in danger from France; fo 
^' that if it fhould at any time happen 
^' (which your Commons are very unwill- 
^* ing to fuppofe) that they fhould quarrel, 
^* even with your Majefty, the riches, 
<* ftrength, and advantageous fituation of 
" thefe countries, may be made ufe of 
^* againft yourfelf, without whole . gene-« 
<' rous and powerful affiftance they had 
^^ Rever been conquered^ 

'' To 
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** To return to thofe ill confequenccs 
which relate to the trade of your king- 
doms, we beg leave to obferve to your 
** Majefty, that though this treaty revives, 
*^ and tenders your Majefty a party to the 
** fourteenth and fifteenth articles of the 
** treaty of Munfter^ by virtue of which, 
" the impofitiohs upon all goods and mer- 
** chandizes brought into the Spanijh Low 
^* Countries by the fea, are to equal thofe 
*^ laid on goods and merchandizes im- 
*^ ported by the Scheldt and the canals of 
** Safs and Swynriy and other mouths of 
*' the fea adjoining j yet no care is taken 
*^ to preferve that equality upon the ex- 
i* portation of thofe goods out of the Spa* 
** ni/h provinces, into thofe countries and 
•' places, which, by virtue of this treaty, 
•' are to be in the poffeflion of the States ; 
'* the confequence of which muft in time 
*' be, and your Commons are informed, 
** that in fome inftances it has already 
•^ proved to be the cafe, that the impofi- 
^^tions upon goods carried into thofe 

V P 4 ** con* 
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f ' couatries and places, by the fubjedts of 
^' the States General, will be taken ofi]| 
^* while thoie upon the goods iolported by 
*^ 3rour Majcfty's fubjeds reniain : by 
^* which means, Orea Britain will en- 
^* tii:ely Iqfe this moft beneficial branch 
^^ of trade, whibh it has in all ages been 
^^ pofleiTed of, even from the time wheq 
^^ thofe countries were governed by the 
?* houfe of Burgundy^ one of the nioft an- 
^' tient, as well as the moft qfeful allies 
^* to the crown of England. 

^* With regard to the other dominions 
^* and territories of Spainy your M ^efty's 
^ fubjeds have always been diftinguiOied 
f^ in their commerce with them, and both 
^ by antient treaties, and an uninterrupted 
f* cuftom, have enjoyed greater privileges 
^ and immunities of trade, than either 
" the HoUanderSy or any other nation 
^ whatfoever. And that wife and excel- 
lent treaty of the Grand Alliance, jmx)- 
vides eflfeftually fbr the fecurity and 
?? continuance of thefe valuable privileges 

*?to 
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^^ to Britain^ in fucb a manner, as that 
^f each nation might be left, at the end of 
** the war, upon the fame foot as it ftood 
*< at the commencement of it : but this 
^^ treaty we now complain of, inftcad of 
•^ confirming your fubjcdls rights, furren- 
** ders and d^ftroys them ; for although by 
^* the fixteenth and feventeenth articles of 
^* the treaty of Munfievy made between 
** his CathoUck Majcfly and the States 
« Genet al, all advantages of trade arc fti- 
" pulated for, and granted to the Hol^ 
** landersy equal to what the Engli/h en- 
" joyed s y^' ^^ crown of England npt 
** being a party to that treaty, the fubjefts 
« of England have never fubmitted to 
" thofc articles of it, nor even the Spa^ 
^* wi?r^5 themfelves ever obferved them j 
** but this treaty revives thofe articles in 
^* prejudice of Great Britain^ and makes 
your Majcfty a party to them, and even 
a guarantee to the States General, for 
^* privileges againft your own people. 

"In 
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** In how deliberate and extraordinary 
a manner your Majefty^s ambaifador 
coniented to deprive your fubje£ts of 
their ancient rights, and your Majefty 
of the power of procuring to them any 
new advantage, moft evidently appears 
from his own letters, which, by your 
Majefty 's dirediions, have been laid be- 
fore your Commons : for when matters 
of advantage to your Majefty, and to 
your kingdom, had been offered, as 
proper to be made parts of this*treaty, 
they were refufed to be admitted by the 
States General, upon this reafon and 
principle, that nothing foreign to the 
guaranties of the fucceiSon, and of the 
barrier, fliould be mingled with them 5 
notwitbftanding wl;iich, the States Ge- 
neral had no fooncr received notice of a 
treaty pf commerce concluded between 
your Majefty and the prefent Emperor, 
but they departed from the rule pro- 
pofed before, and infifted upon the ar- 
ticle, of which your Commons now 

'' com- 
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^^ complain ; which article your Majcfty's 
" ambaflador allowed of, although equal- 
<^ ly foreign to the fucc?ifion, or the bar- 
" rier ; and although he had for that rca-» 
^^ fon departed from other articles, which 
*' would have been for the fcrvice of his 
** own country, 

" We have forborne to trouble. your 

*^ Majefty with general obfervations upon 

*^ this treaty, as it relates to and afFe<3;$ 

** the Empire, and other parts of Europe. 

" The mifchiefs which arife from it t6 

** Great Britaitiy are what only we have 

^^ prefumqd humbly to reprefent to you, as 

<^ they are very evident, ai^d very great: 

^* and as it appears, that the Lord Vif- 

" count TowNSEND had not any orders, 

^^ or ?iuthority, for concluding feveral of 

" thofc articles, which, arc moft prejudi*. 

^' cial to your Majefly's fubjedts ; we have 

** thought we could do no lefs than de-^ 

*.* clare your faid ambaifador, who nego^ 

^' ciated and figned, and all others Wha 

<^ gdvifed the ratifying of this treaty, 

J ^\ enemies 
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" enemies to yourMajefhr and your king* 
" dom, 

** Upon thefc faithful informations, and 
advices from your Commons, we affure 
ourfelvcs your Majefty, in your great 
goodnefs to your people, will refcue 
them from thofc evils, which the pri^ 
^' vate councils of ill defigning men have 
" cxpofed them to ; and that in your 
^' great wifdom you will find fbme means 
** for the explaining, and amending, the 
" feveral articles of this treaty, fo as that 
•* they may confift with the intereft of 
** Great Britaitty and with real and laft* 
" ing friendfliip between your Majefty 
** and the States General," 

Between the reprefentation and the 
firft debates upon the fufojed of it, fever^ 
weeks had pafled ; daring which tin^ the 
parliament had other matters likewife be^ 
fore them, that deferve to be mentioned. 
For on the ninth of February was re^ 
pealed the ad for natoralizing foreign 

4 pro* 
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proteftants, which had been under the 
laft miniftry, and, as many people 
thought, to very ill purpofes. By this 
adl any foreigner, who would take the 
oaths to the government, and profefs 
himfelf a protcftant, of whatever deno- 
mination, was immediately naturalized, 
and had all the privileges of an Englijh^ 
born fubjedt, at the expence of a fhilling. 
Moft proteftants abroad differ from us 
in the points of church-governaient ; fo 
that all the acquifitions by this a<5i: would 
increafc%the number of diffenters; and 
therefore the propofal, that fuch fo- 
reigners (hould be obliged to conform to 
the eftabliihed worfhip, was tejeded. But 
becaufe feveral perfons were fond of this 
projed, as a thing that would be of mighty 
advantage to the kingdom, I fhall fay a 
few words upon it. 

The maxim, " That people are the 
** riches of a nation," hath been crudely 
underftood by many writers and rcafoners 
upon that fubjedt. There arc feveral ways 

by 
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by which people are brought into a court* 
try. Sothetimes a nation is invaded and 
fubdued ; and the conquerors feize the 
lands, aftd make the natives their under-* 
tenants or fervants. Colonies have been 
always planted whefe the nath^es were 
driven out or deftroyed, or the land un-^ 
cultivated and wafte. In thofp countries 
where the lord of the foil is mafter of the 
labour dnd liberty of his tenaiits, or of 
flaves bought by his money, men's riches 
are reckoned by the number of their vaf- 
fals* And fometimes, in governments 
newly inftitutdd, whefe there are not 
people to till the ground, many laws 
have been made to encourage and allure 
numbers from the neighbouring coun- 
tries. And, in all thefe cafes, the few 
comers have either lands .allotted them, 
or are flaves to the proprietors. But to 
invite helplefs families, by thoulands, into 
a kingdom inhabited like ours, without 
lands to give them, and where the laws 

will not allow that they ftiould be part of 

the 
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the property as fervants, is a \^rong appli^ 
cation of the maxim, and the fame thing, 
in great, as infants dropped at the doors, 
which are only a burthen and charge to 
the parifli. The true way of multiply- 
ing mankind to publick advantage, in 
fuch a country as England, is to invite 
from abroad only able handicraftfmen 
and artificers, or fuch who bring over a. 
fufficient fharc of property to fecure them 
from want ; to enadl and enforce fuftip- 
tuary laws againft luxury, and all exceflcs 
in cloathing, furniture, and the like j to 
encourage matrimony, and reward, as the 
Romans did, thofe vi^ho have a certain 
number of children. Whether bringing 
over the Palatines were a mere confe- 
quence of this law for a general naturali- 
zation J or whether, as many furmifed, it 
had fome other meaning, it appeared ma- 
nifeftly, by the iiTue, that the publick 
was a Ipfer by every individual among 
them> and that a kingdom can no more 
be the richer by fuch an importation, than 

a: 
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a man can be fatter by a wen^ Which is 
uniightly and tfoublcibgie» at beft, and 
intercepts that nourifhment, which would 
otherwife diffufe itfeif throagh the whole 
body. 

About a fortnight after, the Commons 
fent up a bill for fecuring the freedom of 
parliaments, by limiting the number of 
members in that houfe who (hould be al- 

lowed to poflefs employments under the 
crown. Bills to the fame effcd, pro- 
moted by both parties, had, after making 
the like progrefs, been rejected in former 
parliaments 5 the court and miniftry, 
who will ever be againft foch a law, 
having ufually a greater influence in the 
houfe of I^ords, and fb it happened now, 
Aldiough • that influence were lefs, I am 
apt to think that fuch a law would be tod 
thorough a reformation in one pointy 
while we have fb many corruptions in the 
reft ; and perhaps the regulations, already 
made on that article, are fuffident, t^ 

which feverd employments incapacitate 

a 
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a man from being chofen a member, anid 
all of them bring it to a new election. 

For my own part, when I confider the 
temper of particular perfons, and by what 
maxims they have ad:ed (almoft without 
exception) in their private capacities^ I 
cannot conceive how fuch a bill ftiould 
obtain a majority, unlefs every man ex- 
pe<5ted to be one of the fifty, which, I 
think, was the limitation intended. ' 

About the fame time, likewife, the 
houfe of Commons advanced one confi- 
derable ftep towards fecuring, us againft 
farther impofitions from our allies, re* 
folving that the additional forces fhould 
be continued ^ but with a condition, that 
the Dutch ftiould make good their pro- 
portion of three fifths to two fifths, which 
tbofe confederates had fo long, and in lb 
great degree, negledted. The Duke of 
Marlborough's dedudtion of two and 

« 

a half per cent, from the pay of the fo- 
reign troops, was alfo applied for carry- 
ing on the war. 

■ 

Q. Laft- 



"-^ 
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» Laftly, within this period is to be in-* 
eluded the aft pafled to, prevent the dif- 
.tiirbing thofe of the cpifqopal comm«nion 
in Scotland in the exerci£e of their reli- 
gious worihip, . and in the ufe of the Li- 
turgy of the church of England, k is 
known enough, that the moft confider- 
able of the nobility and gentry there, as 
well as grjcat numbers of the people, 
dread the tyrannical difcipline o£ thofe 
fynods and prclby teries 5 and at the fame 
time have the utmoft contempt for the 
abilities and tenets of their teachers. It 
was beiides thought an inequality, be- 
yond all appearance of reafpn or juftice, 
that diffcnters of every denomination here^ 

who are the meaneft and moft illiterate 

> • 

part amongft us, fhould polTefs a tolera^ 
tion by law, under colour of which they 
might, upon occafjoi^, be bold enough to 
infult the religion eftabliftied,^ while thofe 
of the epifcopal church itv . Scotland ^ 
' groaned under a real perfecutipn. The 
only fpecious objedtion againft this bill 

was. 
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Niyja.;?; thj^t it fct the religion by law, ^n 
.both parts of .the ift^od, uppn a differept 
.foot,' dircdly contrary to the Vnioii ; b,c- 
caufe, hy an aft paffed this very fefliqn 
aga^inft occ^fional conformity, our diffen^ 

ifcrs were fliut out frqm ^U employments^ 

■" ■- • » 

,A p^tipn frqm Carst^^irSj, and other 
,!^cotcb profeflors, a^ainft this bill^, w^3 
oiFered to the houfe, bv»t npt accepted^; 
.^4 a motion made by the , (^.th.er party, 
to receive a claufe that fhquld ^eftrain dl 
pcrfonSj who have any office in Scotland^ 

from going to repifcopal meetings^ pafled 

* . . ■ .1 

in the negative. It is manifeft,' that the 
promoters of this daufe wer^ not moved 
by any regard for >S'(f<?/Aa:;7<j/, 'which is by 
no means their favourite at ^refent ; only 
they hoped, that, if it were niade part of 
a law, it might occafion fuch a choice of 
reprefentatives in both'houfes, from Scoi-^ 
larrd^ as would be a conMer'able ftreiigth 
to their faiftion here. But the prdpofitidn 
was in itfclf extremely abftird, that fo 
ra^ihy lords, and other perlbn's of 4rftiric- 

Q^- ^ tioh. 
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tion, who have great employments, pen- 
fions, pdfts in the army, and other places 
of profit, many of whom are in frequent 
or conftant attendance at the court, and 
utterly diflikc their national way of wor- 
fhip, ftiould be deprived of their liberty 
of confcience at home ; not to mention 
thofe who arc fent thither from hence to 
take care of thd revenue, and other af- 
fairs, v^ho would ill digeft the changing 
of their religion for that of Scotiand. 

With a farther view of favour towards 

the epifcopal clergy of Scotland^ three 

' members of that country were direfted 

to bring in a bill for reftoring the patrons 

to their antient rights of preferiting mi- 

nifters to the vacant churches there, 

.which the kirk, during the height of 

. their power, had obtained for themfelves. 

i- And, to conclude this fubjedt at once^ the 

Queen, at the clofe of the feiSion, com- 

, manded Mr. Secretary St. John to ac- 

. quaint the houfe, " That, purfuant to 

" their addrefs, die profits arifing from 

A "the 



LAST YEARS of the QUEEN. 229 

** the bifhops eftates in Scotland^ which 
" remained in the crown, fhould be ap- 
•V plied to the fupport of fuch of the 
" cpifcopal cler^ there, as would take 
" the oaths to her Majefty/' 

Nothing could more amply juftify the 
proceedings of the Queen and her mini- 
flers, for two years paft, than that famous 
reprefentation above at large recited ; the 
unbiafled wifdom of tHe nation, after the 
firidleft inquiry, confirming thofe fads 
upon which her Majefty's counfels were 
grounded : and many perfons, who were 
before inclined to believrf that the allies 
and the late miniftry had been too much 
loaded by the malice, mifreprefentationS;, 
or ignorance of writers, were now fully 
convinced of their miftake by fo great 
an authority. Upon this occafion I can- 
not forbear doing juftice to Mr. St. John, 
who had befen Secretary of War, for fe- 
veral years, under the former adminiftra- 
tion, where he had the advantage of 
pbferving how affairs were managed both 

• Qv3 . at 
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at home and abroad. He was one of 

• * • • 

thofc who ihared in the prtfent 1Crea-» 
jTurcr^s fortune, refigning up his employ- 
ment at the Jame time ; and upon that 
minifter's being again taken into favour, 
this gentleman was fome time after miule 
Secretary of State. There he began a- 
frefh, by the opportunities of his ftatioft, 
to look into paft mifcarriages 5 and, by 
the force of an extraordinary genius, and 
application to publick affairs, joined with 
an invincible eloquence, laid open the 
fcene of mifcarriages and corruptions 
through the whole courfe of the war, in 
fo evident a manner, that the houfe of 
Commons feemed principally diredled in 
their refolutions, upon this inquiry, by his 
information and advice. In a ihort time 
after the reprefentation was publilhed, 
there appeared a memorial in the Diitcb 
Gazette, as by order of the States, re- 
fledling very much upon the faid rcpre-» 

• • * 

fentation, as' well as the refolutions on 
which it was founded, pretending to deny 

foniQ 
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fome of the fa£ts, and to extenuate others. 
This memorial, tranflated into Engltjhy 
a -common writer -of news had the bold- 
nefs to infert in one of his papers. A 
complaint being made thereof to the 
houfe of Commons, they voted the pre- 
tended memorial to be a falfe, fcandalous, 
malicious Kbel, and ordered the printer 
to he taken into cuftody . 

It Was the misfortune of tile minifters, 
that wliile they were baited by their pro- 
fei£sd adverfeiries of the difcontented fac- 
tion, ading in confederacy with emiffa- 
Ties of foreign powers, to break the 
meaftireis her Majefty had taken towards 
a peace, they met at the fame time with 
freqtrent difficulties from thofe who agreed 
trfrd €ngj(ged with thei!n to purfue the 
-fame general end ; but fometimes difap- 
pfoved the methods as tpo flack and re- 
mifs, or, in appearance, now and then , 
perhaps a little dubious. In the firft fef- 
lion of this parliament, a confiderable 
number of gehtlefaien, all members of 

Q^ ^ the 
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the houfe of Commons, began to meet 
by. themfelves, and confult what courfc 
they ought to fteer in this new world. 
TThey intended to revive a new country- 
party in parliament, which might, as in 
former times, oppofe the court in any 
proceedings they difliked. The whole 
body was of fuch who profefs what is 
commoniy called High- church principles, 
upon which account they were irrecon- 
eileable enemies to the late miniftry and 
all its adherents. On the other fide, con- 
iidering the temper of the new men in 
power, that they were perfons who had 
formerly moved between the two cx^- 
tremes, thofe gentlemen, who were im- 
patient for an intire change, and to iee all 
their adverfaries laid at once as low as the 
duft, began to be apprchenfive that the 
work would be done by halves. But the 
juncture of affairs at that time, both at 
home and abroad, would by no means 
admit of the leaft precipitation, although 
fhe Queen and her firft minifter had been 

dif. 
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difpofed to it, which certainly they were 
not. Neither did the court feem at all 
uneafy at this league, formed in appear- 
ance againft it, but compofed of honeft 
gentlemen who wiflied well to their coun- 
try, in which both were entirely agreed, 
although they might differ about the 
means; or if fuch a fociety fhould begin to 
grow refty, nothing was eafier than to di- 
vide them, and render all their endeavours 
infeffedtual. 

But in the courfe of that firft feffion, 
many of this fociety became gradually re- 
conciled to the new miniftry, whom they 
found to be greater objefts of the common 
enemy's hatred than themfelves • and the 
attempt of Guiscard, as it gained far- 
ther time for the deferring the difpofal of 
employnients, fo it much endeared that 
perfon to the kingdom, who was fo near 
falling a facrifice to the fafety of his coun- 
try. ' Upon the laft feffion of which I am 
now writing, this OSlober club (as it was 
called) renewed their ufual meetings, but 

were 
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were now very much akered from thek 

original inftitution, and ieemed to have 

wholly dropped the defign^ ts of no fur-- 
ther ufe. They faw a point carried in the 

houfb of Lords againft the courts that 
would end in the ruin of the kingdom ^ 
and they obferved the enemy's whole ar- 
tillery diredlly levelled at the Treafurer's 
head. In ihort, the majority of the club 
had fb good an underftanding with the 
great men at court, that two of the latter, 
to {hew to the world how fair a corres- 
pondence there was between the court and 
country-party, confented to be at one of 
' their dinners; but this intercourfe had an 
event very different from what was ex- 
pedted : for immediately the more zea- 
lous members of that fociety broke otf 
from the reft, and compofed a new one, 
made up of gentlemen, who feemed to 
cxpeft little of the court ; and perhaps^ 
with a mixture of others who thought 
themfelves difappointed, or too long de- 
layisd. Many of tliefe were obferved to re- 
tain 
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tain. aft incurable jealoufy of the Trea- 
fufcr, and to interpret all delays, which 
they could not comprehend, as a referve 
of favour in this minifter to the pcrfons 
and principles of the abandoned party. 

Upon an occafion offered about this 
time, ibftie pifrfons, oiit of diftruft to the 
Treifurer, endeavoured to obtain a point, 
which could not have been carried with- 
out putting all into confufion. A bill was 
brought into the houfe of Commons, ap^ 
pointing cbmmifBoners to examine into 
the value of all lands, and other ihterefts 
granted by the crown fiuce the thirteendi 
day of February y Otte thoufand fix hun- 
dred and eighty-eight, and upon whiit 
confideratiofis fuch grants had b^en made. 
The united country-intereft in the houfe 
was extremely fet upon paffing this bill. 
They had conceived an opinion from for- 
mer precedfents, that the court would cer- 
tainly Oppofe all fl:eps towards a reiump- 
tion of grants J and thofe who were appre- 
henfive that the 1* reafurer inclined the 

3 fame 
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lame way, propofed the bill fljould be 
tacked to another, for railing a fund by 
duties upon foap and paper, which hath 
been always imputed, whether juftly or 
no, as a favourite expedient of thofe called 
the Tory party. At the fame time it was 
very well known, that the houie of Lords 
had made a fixed and unanimous refolu-/ 
tion againft: giving their concurrence to 
the paffing fuch united bills : fo that the 
confequences of this projedt muft have 
been to bring the miniftry under difficul- 
ties, to flop the neceflary fupplies, and en« 
danger the good correlpondence between 
both houfes ; notwithftanding all which 
the majority carried it for a tack ; and the 
committee was inftrudted accordingly to 
make the two bills into one, whereby the 
worft that could happen would have fol- 
lowed, if the Treafurer had not convinced 

the warm leaders in this affair, by unde- 
niable reafons, that the means they were 

ufing would certainly difappoint the end ; 
that neither himfelf, npr any other of the 

Queen's 
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Queen's fervants, were at all agairift this 
enquiry 5 and he promifed his utmoft credit 
to help forward the bill in the houfe of 
Lords. He prevailed at laft to have it 
fent up fingle ; but their lordfliips gave 
it another kind of reception. Thofe who 
were of the fide oppofite to the court, 
withftood it to a man, as in a party-cafe : 
among the reft, fome very perfonally con- 
cerned, and others by friends and rela- 
tions, which they fuppofed a fufficient 
^xcufe to be abfent, or diflent. Even 
thofe, whofe grants were antecedent to 
this intended infpe<Stion, began to alarmed 
as men, whofe neighbours houfes are on 
fire. A (hew of zeal for the late King's 
honour, occafioned many reflexions upon 
the date of this enquiry, which wa j to 
commence with his rei^ : and the Earl 
of Nottingham, who had now flung 
away the mafk which he lately pulled ofi^, 
like one who had no other view but "that 
of vengeance ^gainft the Queen and her 
friends, adted cpnfiftently enowgh with his 

defign^ 
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.de0gn> by votkig as a jbr4 ag^ft the 
bill) after he had dire^ed his fon in th^ 
bcM^kie of Copipfons to vote for the tack. 

Thus mifcarried this popyl^r bill for 
appointing . conM9iflioncrs ipto roystl 
grants ; but whether tjhofe ^lyiefly coa- 
cemed did r^htly cojiji^lt thqr own 
i&tereft> hath been nxade a ^i^eftion, 
which perhaps time will ni^folve. It was 
.«gr?pd l;hjat the Qj^en, by \xqv own ?iu- 
thority, might have ii^we^ out a com- 
mi^on for fqch an enquiiy, and eyeiy 
body believed, th^ the intfpntiq^nL of the 
parliament waa only to t^the grants 
with about thr^e years parchafe, aqd at 
the &me time eftabliih the prppdetors in 
tpoflefiion of the remainder for ever ; fo 
that, upon t^c whole, the grantees wsjild 
have been gre^t gainers by.Xuch an aft, 
fince the titles of thofe land$, as they 
flood then, were hardly pf half value with 
Qjdicrs either for f^e or fet^tlement. Be^ 
fides, the examp^s of the Irijb forfeitures 
might have taug^ thefe pfecarious own* 

crs. 
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«rs, that when the houfc of CommoHS 
fiath once engaged in a purfuit, which 
they think is right, although it be flopped 
or fufpended for a while, they will be fore 
to renew it upon every opportunity thkt 
oiFers, and feldom fail of fuccefs : forin- 
ftance, if the refumption ftiould happen 
to be made part of a fupply, which can be 
eafily done without the objeiftion of a tack, 
the grantees might poffiWy then "have 
much harder conditionS'giren them j apd I 
do not &t how they could prevent k. 
Whether the refuming of royal grants be 
confiftent with good policy or juftice, 
would be too long a difquifition : befides, 
the proilifion of kings is not like to be . a 
grievance for the liiture, becaufe thare 
have been laws fince made to provide 
againft that evil, or, indeed^ rather becaufe 
the CTOwn has nothing lefr to give fiway. 
But the objedtion made againft the date of 
the intended enquiry ^was invidious and 
trifling ^ for King James II. made very 
few grants : ho w^ • ^ better managar, 

and 
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and fquandering was none of his faults ; 
whereas the late King, who came over 
here a perfed: ftranger to our laws, and 
to our people, regardlefs of pofterity, 
wherein he was not likely to furvivc, 
thought he could no way better ftrengthen 
a new title, than by purchafing friends at 
the expence of every thing which was in 
his power to part with. 

The reafonablenefs of uniting to a mo- 
ney-bill one of a different nature, whieh 
is ufually called tacking, hath been like- 
wife much debated, and will admit of ar- 
gument enough. In antient times, when 
a parliament was held, the Commons firfl: 
propofed their grievances to be redreffed, 
and then gave their aids 5 fo that it was a 
perfcdt bargain between the King and the 
fubjedl. This fully anfwered the ends 
of tacking. Aids were then demanded 
upon occafions which would hardly pafs 
at prefent ; fuch, for inftance, as thofe 
for making the King's fon a knight, mar- 
rying his eldeft daughter^ and fome others 

of 
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bf the like fort Moft of the money went 
into the King's coffers for his private ufe j 
neither was he accountable for any part 
of it* Hence arofe the form of the King's 
thanking his fubje<fts for their benevo- 
lence, vi^hen any fubfidies, tenths, or fif^ 
teenths were giv^n him : but the fupplies 
now granted are of another nature, and 
cannot be properly called a particular be- 
nefit to the crown, becaufe they are ^11 
appropriated to their feveral ufes : ib tha;( 
when the houiie of Commons tack to a 
money-bill what is foreign and hard to be 
digefted^ if it be not pafTed, they put 
themfelves and their country in as great 
difficulties as the prince. On tlie other 
fide> there have been feveral regulations 
made, through the courfe of time, in par*- ' 
liamentary proceedings ; among which il- 
ls grown a rule, that a bill once rej€fic4, 
(hall not be brought up again the fame 
ffiflion > whereby the Commons feem to 
have loft the advantage of purchafing arc- 
drefs of their grievances, by granting fup- 

R ' plies, 
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plies, which, upon fbnie emergencies, 
hath put them upon this expedient of 
tacking : fo that there is more to be faiA 
on each fide of the cafe, than is convenient 
for me to trouble the reader dr iftyfelf in 
deducing. 

Among the matters of importance du- 
ring this feflion, we may juftly number 
the proceedings of the houfe of Commons 
widi relation to the prefs, lince her Ma- 
jefty's meffage to the houfe, of yanuary 
the feventeenth, concludes with a para- 
grapbi, reprefenting the great licences taken 

in publifbing falfe and fcandalous libels, 
fuch as are a reproach to any govern- 
ment; and recommending to them to find 
a remedy equal to the mifchief The 
meaning of thefe words in the meffage, 
feems to be confined to thefe weekly and 
daily papers and pamphlets, reflecting 
upon the perfons and the management of 
the miniftry. But the houfe of Com- 
mons, in their addrefs, which anfwers thi 
mcflage, makes an addition of the biaf- 

4 phcmies 
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phemies agdnft God and religion ; and it 
is certain, that nothing would be more ibr 
the honour of the legillature, than fome 
effcftual law for putting a ilop to this uni- 
verfal mifchief : but as the perfon *, who 
advifed the Queen in that part of her mef- 
fage, had only then in his thoughts the 
redreffing of the political and fadtious li-^ 
bels, I think he ought to have taken care, 
by his great credit in the houfe, Co have 
propofed fome ways by which that evil 
might be removed ; the law for taxing 
(ingle papers having produced a quite con- 
trary cfFedt, as was then forefeen by many 
perfo'ns, and hath iihce been found true 
by experience. For the advcrfe party, full 
of rage and leifure fince their fall, and 
unanimous in defence of their caufe, em- 
ploy a fet of writers by fubfcription, who 
are well verfed in all the topicks of defa- ' 
mation, and have a ftyle and genius le- 
velled to the generality of readers j while 
thbfe who would draw their pens on the 

* Mr« Secretary St. John, now Lord Vi&ount Bo- 

LINGBROKE. 

R 2 fid* 



144 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 

fide of their prince and country, arc diC^ 
couraged by this tax, which exx:eeds the 
intrinfick value both of the materials a.nd 
the work ; a thing, if I be not miftaken^ 
without example* 

It muft be acknowledged, that thd 
bad pradtices of printers have been fueh, 
as to deferve the fevereft animadverfioh^ 
of the publick j and it is to be wiftied^ 
the party-quarrels of the pen wefe d- 
ways managed with decency and truth : 
but in the mean time, to open the 
mouths of our enemies and ffiut our 
own, is a turn of politicks that wants a 
little to be explained. Perhaps the mi-* 
niftry now in poflefllon, becaufe they are 
in poflcflion, may dcfpife fuch trifles as 
this; and it is not to be denied, that 
a<fting as they do upon a national intereft, 
they may feem to ftand in lefs need of 
fuch fupports, or may fafely fling them 
down as no Iqngef neceflfary. But if the 
leaders of the other party had proceeded 
by this maxim, their power would have 
beeft none at all, or of very fliort dura- 
tion : 
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tjoa: and hadnotipme adtiv^ pens fallen 
in to improve thx^ goqd difpofitions pf the 
people, upon the late phange, and conti* 
nued fince to overthrow the faWhood, 
plentifttlty, and fometimes not ionplaufibly, 
icattered by the adverfjiries, I am very 
miack in doubt, whedier thoCe at the 
h^Im would now have reafon to be pleafed 
yrttk thek fuccefs. A particular perfon 
may, with more fefety, defpife the opi- 
pionof the vulgar^ becaufe it does a wife 
tam no J^al harm or good, but the admi- 
DtQf^Xion a gr^t deal ; and whatever iid^ 
has the folib management of the pisn, wiU 
foon find hands enough to write dowa 
their enemies ft$ Iqw as they pleafe/ If 
the people had no other idea of' thoii^ 
whom her Majefty trufts ia her greateft 
affairsy than what is conveyed by the pai^ 
£on^ of iiich as would compafs &a and 
knd for their deftrtK^ion, what could they 
^icpeA, bu): to he tcMrn an pieces by th« 
rage of the midtitude? How necdTaty 
&erefore was k, that the woild ihouid» 

« 

&oai tiiiie to 6tat, be undeocivod by true 
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rcprcfentations of pcrfons and fafts, which 
have kept the kingdom fteady to its in- 
tereft, againft all the attacks of a cunning 
and virulent fadlion. 

However, the mifchicft of the prefs 
were too exorbitant to be cured, by fiich 
a remedy as a tax upon the fmaller pa- 
pers ; and a bill for a much more effec- 
tual regulation of it was brought into 
the houfe of Commons, out fb late in 
the feffion, that there was no time to pafs 
it : for there hath hitherto always ap- 
peared, an unwillingnefs to croLthp over- 
much the iibert3r of the prefs, whether 
' from the inconveniencies apprehended 
from doing too much, or too little 5 or 
.whether- the benefit propofed by each 
party to themfelves, from the fervice of 
their writers, towards recovering or pre- 
ferving of power, be thought to outweigh 
the difadvantages. However it came 
about, this affair was put off from one 
week to another, and the bill not brought 
into the houfe till the. eighth of June. 
Jt was conimitted three days, and then 

heard 
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heard of no more. In this bill there was 
a claufe inferted/ (whether induftrloufly.- 
with defign to overthrow it) that the au- 
thor's name, and place of abode, ihould 
be fct. to every printed book, pamphlet, 
or paper ; whick I believe no man, who 
hath the le.aft regard to learning, would 
give his confent to : for, belides the.ob^ 
jeftion to this claufe from the pradtice of 
pious men, vvho, in pubjifhing cycellent 
writings for. the ■ igrykf ;pf - foKgidrv, . have 
chofcn, out of ah tmit^Ble-j^flij^n fpirit, 
to conceal their. n^mes^ k is certaia*, . that 
all perfons of tttlfe^gj^nios for 4s:nowl edge 
have an invincible raodcfty and fufpicion 
of themfelves, upon their firft fending 
their thoughts into the world ; and that 
t^ofe who are dull or fuperficial, void of 
all tafte and judgment, have difpofitions 
direiftly contrary:, fo that if this claufe 
had made part of a law, there would laave 
been an end, in all likelihood, of any va- 
luable production for the future, either in 
•^ wit or learning: and that infufferafcle race 

R 4 of 



248 HISTORY OF THE FOUR 

of ftupid people, who are now every day 
loading the prefs, would then reign alone, 
in time deftroy. our very firft principles of 
reafon, and introduce barbarity amongfl: 
us, which is already kept out with io 
much difficulty by fo few hands. 

Having given an accouht of the fevcral 
fteps made towards a peace, from the firft 
overtures begun by France^ to the com- 
mencement of the fecond felfion, I fhall 
in the fourth book relate the particulars of 
this great negociation, from the period 
laft-mentioned to the prefent time ; and 
becaufe there happened fome paffages ia 
both houfes, occafioned by the treaty, I 
fliall take notice of them under that head. 

There only remains to be mentioned one 

• 

affair of another nature, which the Lords 
and Commons took into their cognizance, 
after a very different manner, wherewith 
X fhall elofe this part of my fubjeft. 

The fed: of Quakers amongfl us, whofe 
fyflem of religion, firft founded upon en- 
thufiafm, hath been many years growing 

into 
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into a craft, held it an unlawful adtion to 
take an oath to a magidrat^. This doc«- 
trine was taught them by the author of 
their fe<5l, from a literal application of the 
text, Swear not at ali; but being a body of 
people, wholly turned to trade and com- 
merce of all kinds, they found themfelves 
on many occafions deprived of the benefit 
of the law, as well as of voting at elec- 
tions, by a fooHfli fcruple, which their ob- 
ftinacy would not fufFer them to get over. 
To prevent this inconvenience, thefe peo-^ 
pie had credit enough in the late reign to 
have an adl pafled, that their folemn affir- 
mation and declaration (hould be accept- 
ed, inftead of an oath in the ufual form. 
The great concern in thofe times, was to 
lay all religion upon a level ; in order to 
which, -this maxim was advanced, that 
no man ought to be denied the liberty of 
ferving his country upon account of a dif- 
ferent belief In fpeculative opinions, under 
which term fome people were apt to in- 
clude' every doftrine of CHriftianity : how- 
ever. 
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ever, this a<5t, in favour of the Quakers, 
was only temporary, in order to keep 
them in conftant dependance, and expired 
cf courfe after a certain term, if it were 
not continued. Thofe people had, there- 
fore, very early in the feffion, offered a pe- 
tition to the hoJfe of Commons for a con- 
tinuance of the aft, which was not fuffered 
to be brought up ; upon this they applied 
thcmfelves to the Lords, who pafled a bill 
accordingly, and fcnt it down to the 
Commons, where it was not fo much as 
allowed a j&rft reading. 

And indeed it is not eafy to conceive 
upon what motives the legiflature of fo 
great a kingdom could defcend fo low, as 
to be minifterial and fubfervient to the 
caprices of the moft abfurd herefy that 
ever appeared in the world ; and this in a 
point, where thofe deluding or deluded 
people ftand fingular from all the reft of 
mankind who live under civil govern- 
roent : but the defigns of an afpiring 
party, at that time were not otherwife to 

be 
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be compafled, than by undertaking any 
thing that would humble and mortify the 
Church 5 and I am fully convinced, that 
if a feft of fcepltick philofophers (who 
profefsto doubt of every thing) had been 
then among us, and mingled their tenets 
with fome corruptions of Chriftianity, 
they might have obtained the fame privi- 
ledgej and that a law would have been 
enadted, whereby the , folemn doubt of 
the people called Scepticks, fhould have 
been accepted inftead of an oath in the 
ufual form; fo abfurd are all maxims 
formed upon the inconfiftent principles of 
faiflion, when once they are brought to 
be examined by the ftandard of truth 
^nd reafon. 
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WE left die plenipotentiaries of^thei 
allies, and thofe of the eiitmy, 
pFepatring to affetnbie at Utrecht 
en the firft of January^ N. S. in order td 
form a congre^ for negotiatiing a general 
peace; vHheriein althotrgh the Ihdcb had 
made a migiacy merit of thrir complkmce 
wk;h the Queen, yet they fot aU daeir inn 
£brumjeM8 at work to inflame both hoiijfi^ft 
againll: her Majefty's mcafnres. Mon|< 

Both- 
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^BoTHMAR, the Hanover envoy, took care 
to .fvmt and . difperfe his memorial, of 
which I have formerly fpokea: Hoff- 
man, the Emperor's refident, was foli- 
citing for a yatcht , and convoys to bring 
over Prince Eugene at this jiindure, 
fortified, a6 it was given out, yrith great 
propofals from the Imperial court : the 
Earl of Nottingham became a convert, 
for reafons already mentioned : money 
was diftributed where occafion required ; 
and the Dukes of Somerset and Marl- 
borough, together with the Earl of Go- 
dolphin, had put themfelves at the head 
of the Junto, and their adherents, in or- 
der to attack the court. 

. Some days after, the vote paffed the 
houie of Lords for admitting into the ad- 
drefs the Earl of Nottingham's claufe, 
againfl any peace without Spain. Monf. 
Buys, the Dutch envoy, who had been 
d^ep in all the confultations with the 
diicontented party for carrying that point, 
was defired to meet with the Lord Privy- 

feal. 
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leal, the Earl of Dartmouth, and Mr. 
Secretary St. John, in order to fign a 

• • • 

treaty between the Queen and the States, 
to fubfift after a peace. There the envoy 
took occafion to expoflulate upon the ad- 
vantages ftipulated (ovBrkain with France; 
faid " m-#as his opinion, that thofe mi- 
" nifters ought, in refped: of the friend- 
<* fhip between both nations, to acquaint 
" him what thefe advantages were ; and 
" that he looked upon his country to be 
*^ intitled, by treaty,' to fhare them equally 
*^ with us: That there was now another 
*^ reafon why we fhould be more difpofed 
*^ to comply with him upon this head; 
" for lince the late refolution of the houfe 
*' of Lords, he took it for granted, it 
** would be a dangerous ftep in us to give 
" Spain to a prince of the houfe of 
** Bourbon ; and therefore, that we fliould 
" do well to induce the States, by fuch a 
" conceflion, to help us out of this diflri- 
" culty." 



Mr. 



45^ HISTORY o^ THE FOUR 

Mr. St. John made anfwer, " That 
there was not a man in the Caeca's 
council capable of £b bafe a thought : 
That if Buys had any thing to com- 
plain of, which was injurious to JEfo/- 
landy or juftly tending to hurt the good 
correfjpondcnce between us and the 
States, he was confident her Majefty 
would at all times be ready to give it 
up; but that the miniftcrs fcorned to 
fcreen themfelves at the expence of 
their country : That the refolution Buys 
mentioned, was chiefly owing to foreiga 
minifters intermeddling in our affairs, 
and would perhaps have an effedl the 
projectors did not forefee : That, if the 
peace became imprafticable^ the houfe 
of Commons would certainly put the 
war upon another foot, and reduce the 
publick expence within fuch a compafs 
as our treaties required in the flrideft 
fenfe, and as our prefent condition 
would admit, leaving the partifans for 
war to fupply the reft/* 

. Al- 
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Although the $e.<;r€^ry belieyed this 
^Ayer would put an end to fuch in-f 
f^moua prppofgls, i^t fcl| out otherwises 
^ (bprtly after;i Mopf. Suys ?ppUed him-: 
^If VQ th^ Tff ^(ftrcr, prpmifip^'to under- 
lie) *^ Ti^at hi§ mailers ^ould give qp 
the article of Bpain^ p](t)vided t^ey 
m}g;ht ihar^ with us in the AfUcnto for 
** Negroes " To w^iph the Treafurcrs 
gnfwer was fliort, ^* That \xt would rathcjf 
" lpf<; his hca4 than confcnt to fuch an 
" offer/' 

It is mgpifeft, by this proc^^ding, thaf 
whatever icheme^ were forming here at 
home^ in this jnn^pre^ by the enemies to 
the peace, the Dutch only defigned to fali 
in with it as far i}S it would anfwer their 
pwn 3a:oiint; siid> by a fttain of the lower 
p<>liticks, wherein they muft bp ^Ibwed 
to excel every country in CirifijaUbm, lay 
ttpo» the watch for ji good b3.rg3in> by 
taking advantage of die diilrcj^ th^y thetn^ 
fclyes bad brQV^hi; uppD tk^f nejreft 

iwighbour smd ally. 

$ But 
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• But the Queen highly rcfcnted this 
indignity from a republick, upon whom 
(he had Conferred fo i^any obligations. 
She could not "endure that the Dutch 
fhould employ their inftruments to a£k 
in confederacy with & cabal of fadtious 
jpeople, who were prepared to facrifice 
the fafcty of their prince and country to 
the recovery of that power they had fo 
long poffeflcd and abufed. Her Mijefly 
knew very well, that whatever were the 
miftaken or afFedted opinion of fotoe 
people At home, upon the article of Spairiy 
it was a point the States had long given 
up, " who had very openly told our mi- 
niftry, " That the war in ^that country 
" was only our concern^ and what their 
" republkk had nothing to do with/* It 
is true, the part;5r-leadcrs W0re equally 
convinced, that the recovery of Spain was 
hnpradticable j but many things may be 
excuied in a profdfled adverfary, fallen 
under difgrace,- which are highly crimi- 
nal in an ally, upon w:hom we are that 
: • veiy 
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Vciy ihftant cdnFerririg new favours. Her 
Majefty ''therefore thought it high time 
to exert herfelf, sfhd at length put a, 
Aop to foreign influence upon Britijh 
counfels ; fo that, after the Earl of Not- 
tingham's claufe againft any peace, with- 
out Spain^ was carried in the houfe of 
Lords, directions were immediately fent 
to the Earl of Strafford at the Hague^ 
to inform the Dutcbj " That it was ob- 
tained by a trick, and would confe* 
quently turn to the difappoihttnent and 
" confufion of the contrivers and the 
** aiftors/* He Was likewife inftriiiSed to 
be very dry and referved to the Peiifionary 
and Dutch minifters; to let them know* 
" the Queen thought herfelf ill treated j 
*' and that they would foon hear what 
** efFedls thofe meafures would have upon 
a mild and good tamper, wrought up 
to refentment by repeated provocations : 
That the States might have the war 
"continued, if they pl^afed; but that 
** the Queen would 4iet -be foiled to carry 

S 2 < "it 
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" it on after thek manoer^ nor W6a£l 
*' ixxStt them to make her peact» or to 
'* fettle the iitfereih of ho: ki^gdoms«^' 

To others^ in Hollandy who appeared 
to; be more Km)derate» the Earl was di«« 
rented to fay) '^ That the States were upoA 
'^ a wrong fcent : That their miniiler here 
" miflook every thing tibat we had pro* 
** mifed : That we would perforni all they 
'^ could reafenably afk from «$, ia rela- 

^^ tion to their barrier and their trader 
and that Mohf. Buys dealt very uofair«- 
ly, if he had not told them as much» 
^^ fiut that Britain proceeded^ in bm^ 
*^ refpe£ts> upon a new fcheme of poli« 
" ticks ; would no longer ftnigg^ for 
*^ impoffibilitieS) nor be amufed by words: 
*' That our people came more and moro 
" to their fenfea; and that the fingle 
*^ difpute now was» whether the Dutch 
'^ would join with a faction, againft t^ 
** Queen, or with the nation, for her? " 

The court likewiie refolved to diicou^ 
rage Prince Eugsnb from hk joumqi to 
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&9ghmi, which fae was about this tiine 
iMidertakingt im^ o£ which I hav^ fpoken 
bfifore. He was told, '^ That the Qgeen 
"^ wanted no exhortatioiis to carry on the 
war; but thie projad: of k i&oukl fae 
agreed abroad) upon whkh her Mar- 
^* je%'$ celcdtttions mi^it fcon be figni*- 
*^ fied: faat uotil ihe faw what the £nv 
** peisor and allies Wepp r^eady to do, flie 
wou24 neither proimie wv engage for 
amy diuag*"" At the £^me time Mr. 
St. Joiu told HptPFMAV^ the Emperor's 
refideot here, ^' That if the Prince bad a 
*^ naind to divert himfi^ in London^ the 
^^ «)lnifters would do their part to entet^ 
^* tain hHHj and be iurf to trouble hini 
*^ with no manner of }Miiiae&/' 

This cddnei6 retarded the princ^^s jour^- 
Diey for fome days ^ but did not prev^t it» 
^though he had a fecond tnef&ge by the 
Queen's order, with this farther addition, 
^^ That his name had laldy been made 
*^ ufe of, on many occafions, to create a 
^^ ferment, and ftir up iedition ; and that 

S3 '' her 
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" her Majefty judged it would be neither 
" fafc for him, nor convenient /or her, 
" that he fhould come over at this time.*' 
But all would not do : it was enough that 
the C^en did not abfolutely forbid him, 
and the party-confederates, both foreign 
and domeflick, thought his prefence would 
be highly neceflary for their fervice. 

Towards the end of December^ the 
Lord Privy-feal * fet out for Holland. He 
was ordered to ftop at the HaguCy andi in 
conjundlion with the Earl of Strafford, 
to declare to the States, iii her Majefty 's 
name, *' her refolutions to conclude no 
^^ peace, wherein the allies in general, and 
^' each confeders^te in particular, might 
" not find their ample fecurity, and their 
^' reafonable fatisfa<5tion : That (he was 
" ready to infift upon their barrier, and 
*^ advantages in their trade, in the manner 
^' the States them/elves , fhould deflre; 
^* and to concert with them fuch a plan 

♦ Pr, Robinson, bifhop (£ Brifitl^ 
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" of treaty, as both power? might be un- 
" der n^utual engagements never to recede 
"from: That nothing could be of greater 
" importance, than for the minifters of 
" Great Britain and tlolland to enter the 
" congrefs under the ftridteft ties of confi- 
" dence, and intirely to concur through- 
*^ out the courfe of thefe negociations. 
" To which purpofe, it was her Majefty's 
" pleafure, that their Lordfhips (hpuld 
" adjuft with the i)^/Ci6 minifters, the beft 
^' manner and method for opening and 
** carrying on the conferences, and de- 
" clare themfelves inftrufted to gommu- 
". nicate freely their thoughts and niea- 
" fures to the plenipotentiaries of the 
" States, who, they hoped, had received 

" the fame inftrudlions." 

•■ ♦ 

Laftly, the two lords were to fignify to 
the Penfionary> and the other minifters, 
" That her Majefty s preparations for the 
^^ next campaign were carried on with all 
" the diipatch and vigour, which the prcf . 
^* fent circumftances would allows and 

S4 "to 
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^' to iofift, d^:at die fkme txngfat be ^bne 
by the States j and that bddi |>ower$ 
(hould join in preffing the Eniperor, 
** and tjther allies, to inakp greater efibrt^ 
^5 than they had hitherto done j without 
^ which the war inuft langdJfh, and the 
terms of peace becoine every day liibre 
difadvantageoa^." 
iThe two BrttiJJj plenipotentiaries wept 
*tb Utrecht with very large inftrudibns, 
and, aftdr the lifual manner, were to makie 
much higher demands from France (a^ 
leaft in behalf of the allies) thain they 
could haVe any hope tq obtain. The 
fum of what they had in charge, betides 
matter of form, was, to concert with "the 
mihifters of the fever al powers engaged 
^gainft France^ " That all diference? 
>* arifing among theai fhould be accom- 
f' modated betwieh thepifelVes, Withbut 
** fufFering the Frenef) to interfere : That 
** whatever \yere propofed to France by 
5* a minifter of th? alliance, fliould be 
^i backed by the whole ponfcd?r?ldy : That 
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^ a tttife m^lit be fixed for the cbndu-* 
^ fiofi) as "^ittt h^d hmi ht H^ com^ 

to b$ deman^jl oitt 6f ihe tuoids ^f th$ 

means for preventing lite ^nitti «f tliait 
idi^dG^ vrith Prance i and whatever con- 
dkiOns the allies cduld agret tipoii fojr 
hindering thtt ^niotii t^k l^'clAiil^e 'wtr0 
peremptorily to infift on. 

As llie interdls of eadb ^y in .particu- 
lar, the ))knipoteatiaries of Btitahf wiere 
40 d«niand '' Strajbtttgh^ the fojt of J&j&/^ 
^^ with its dependencies^ And like tdwti of 
Brifacj with its tcnrritory, itDr die £mi- 
peror : That frante 4tmiA poifefs allr 
Jatiny according «e *hc trea^ diWeJi^ 
phalia^ with the r%ht tff the prefed^re 
^^ only over the ten Imperial ^ties in that 
" country : That tl>c fortifications of the 
^' faid ton cities be put into the condidon 
f^ they were in at that time of the fei4 
'^ treaty, except Landau^ which was to \» 
^' demapded for the Eippercw and Empire^ 
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^ witlv liberty of dcmolifliing the fortift- 
" cations : That the French King Ihould 
** at a certain time, and at his own ex- 
*f pence, demolifh the fortrefles of Hun^ 
•* ningeUj New BrifaCy and Fort Lewis^ 
". never to be rebuilt* 

" That the town and fortrefe of Rbin-r 
felt fhould be demanded for the Land-^ 
grave of HeJfe-Ca/fel^ until that matter 
•* be otherwife fetded» 

**" That the daufe relating to religion, 
^* in the fourth article of the treaty of 
•• Rifwicky and contrary to that oi Wefl^ 
^^ phalia^ fhould be annulled, and the 
" ftate of religion in Germany reftored to 
^^ the tenour of the treaty oiWeJipbalia. 



cc 



" That France flioul J acknowledge the 



fc 



King of Pr^^?, and give him no dif^ 
** turbance in Neufchatel and Valengin : 
** That the principality of Orange, and 
•^ other eflatfes belonging to the late King 
^* William, fhould be reftored, as laW ' 
♦♦: fk^uld direa:. 
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" That the Duke" of Hanover (hould 
be acknowledged Ele£ton 

That the King of Portugal fhould 
enjoy all the advantages ftipulated bc- 
" tween hint and the allies. 

^J That the States fliould have for their 
*' barrier Furnes^ Fort Knocks Menin^. 

ipres^ Lijley T^ournayj Condiy Valen-- 

defines y MaubeugeyDouay, Bethune Avie-^ 
** St. Venanty and BouchaWy with their 
** cannon, Gfc. That the French King 
^^ fhould reftore all the places belonging 
" to Spainy now or during this war in his 
*' poffeffion, in the' Netherlands / That 
" fuch part of them as (hould be thought 
'*^fit, might be allowed likewife for a 
** barrier to the States : That France 
^* (hould grant the tariff of Onethoufand 
^^ fix hundred and fixty-four to the States, 
^* and exemption of fifty pence per tun 
*\ upon Dutch gQods trading to that king-^ 
*' dom. 

^* But ' that thefe articles in favour of 
** die States (hould not be concluded, till 

" the 
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^ the barrter-tKaty were czplaified to the 
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Que^i's ratisfi(i£lioD. 

That the Duke ofJSavfy ihodd be 

put in poifeiiion of all taken from hiot 

in this war^ and enjoy the placesyielded 
^< to him by the Emperor, and other al- 
" lies : That France fliould likewile yield 
^* to him ExUles, Fenejirelles^ Cbaumounf^ 
" the valley of Pregatay and the land 
" lying between Piedmount and Mount 
" Genu. 

^^ That the article about demolifhtqg 
*' of Dunkirk ihould be explained." 

As to Bnitainy the pknipotieiitiaries 
were to infift, " That NieupQrt^ Dender* 
<' mmdy GbetU^ and all places wUch ap« 
'^ pear to be a barrier rather againft Eng* 
^^ land titan France^ fhould either not be 
^< given to the Dutcb^ or at leaft in fudi 
^^ a manner^ as not to hinder i3at Qoera's 
'^ fubjefts free paiTage to and fi-om the 
^* Low Countries. 

*^ That the fevcnth article df the Bar- 

4 

^^ rier-treaty, which impowers the States, 

- " in 
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^ in cafe of an attack, to put troops at 
«< difcretion to all the places of the Lw^ 
^* Countries^ ihould be fo explaiaed as to 
^^ be underftood only of an attack iiroin 
** France. 

«* That Britain fhould trade to th© 
** Lov Countries with the fame privileges 
^' as the States themfelves. 

That the moft Chriilian King ihonld 
acknowledge the fuccd&on of Hako* 
VEJt, and immediately oblige the Pre- 
^} tender to leave France ; and diat the 
^^ iald King fhould promife, for himfelf 
^^ and his heirs, never to acknowledge 
" any pcrlbn for King or Queen of Eng-- 
^^ lamir otherwiie than according to the 
^^ Settlements now in force. 

'^ That a treaty of commerce (hould be 
*< commenced, as foon as poflible, be- 
" twcen France and Britain 5 and in the 
^^ mean time, the necefi^ points relating 
" to ft be fettled. 

"That die Me of St. Cbrijkfber's 
^< ihould be furrcndcrcd ^o the Queen, 
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^^ Hudfons Bay reftorcd, Placentia and 

•••the whole Ifland of Newfoundland 
yielded to Britain by the moft Chrif- 
tian King ; who was likewiie -to quit 
ail claim to Nova Scotia and Annapolis 
RoyaL 
" That Gibraltar and Minorca (hould 

•* be annexed to the Briti/h crown. 

That the Afliento fhould be granted 
to Britain for thirty years, with the 

*' fame advantage as to France ; with an 

extent of ground on the river of Plata^ 

» 

for keeping and refrefhing the Ne-^ 

groes. 

That Spain (hould grant to the fub- 

jeds of Britain as large privileges as to 

any other nation whatfbever^ as like- 
" wife an exemption of duties, amounting 
"to an advantage of at leaft fifteen per 
^^ cent. i 

" That fatisfa<aion , fliould , be de- / 

" manded for what fhould appear to be 

jtiftly due to her Majefty, from the 

Emperor and the States. 

[' La%, 
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** Laftly, That the pknipotfentiarics 
^ fhould cbnfuk with thofe of the Pro- 

" teftant allies, the moft efFeftual me- 
\^ thods for reftoring the Proteftants of 
•* Frame to their religious and civil liber- 
" tics, and for the immediate releafe of 
" thofe who ar^ now in the galleys/' 

What part bf thefe demands were to 
be iniifled on, and what were to be given 
up, will appear by the fequel of this ne- 
gociation. But there was no difficulty of 
moment enough to retard the peace, ex- 
cept a method for ipreventing the uaion 
of France and Spain . under one prince^ 
and the fettling the .harrier iot Mdlland ^ 
which laft, as claimed by the , States, 
could, in prudence and fafety, be no more 
allowed , by us than by i^r^w^. 

The ' States General having appointed 
Monf Buys to be one of their plenipo- 
tentiaries at Utrecht, that minifter ief^ 
England a few days after the Lord Pri^- 
ieal. In his laft conference with ithe 
lords of the council, he abfolutely de- 

^ clared^ 
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cbred, " That his maftcrs had clone tbctr 
«' utiiK^> both by i«a ^nd land : That k 
was wreaion»bl« to expefl mpre: Tha* 
they h»l exceeded their prop(»tiaD> 
^' even beyond Britain s and Uiat as to 
^^ the £mperor» and other aUie8> he knew 
^' no expedioit kft for making them a^ 
^^ with more vigour» than to purfue ^em 
« with pathetical exhortation^/' 

Thi&nsinifler waa lent over hither> in^ 
ftrudted and impowered by halvea* The 
ferment raifed by ihe united epdeavour^ 
df our party4eader9,. among whoin h^ 
was a confUnt felbw4ahottref to tho 
utmoft of his fkill, had wholly CQi»^ 
founded him; and drinking to take the 
advantage of ne^odating well for Ib/^ 
land at the expence of Britainy he ^tded 
l»}| ill for hi^ Qvrn country, and worfe 

£df the commfNa caufe. Hpw^ver, thcr 

Q}ieen'$ nunifters and h« pditfd with ^ 

greateft civflity ; and her Majefiy'a {nrei^nt 

was double the value of what is ufual ta 

iStkQ diarader he bore. 

C As 
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• As the Queen was deteraiined to alter 
her meafures in making war, fo fhe 
thought nothing would fo much con- 
♦iiice the Statcfs of the neceffity of a 
peace, as to haye them frequently ptit iu 
m}nd of this ifefolution, which hdr ani- 
baflador Straffordj then at the HagWy 
was acccMrdingly directed to do : and if 
they £hould pbjed, of whgt ill confe- 
quence it would be for the ejoemy to 
kncTw her M^efty defigned Co leflen her 
expences, he might anCwer, ^' Tbdt the 
^ minifters here were forry far it ; but 
^* t&e Dutch could only blame them** 
feiycs, for forcing into fuch a necdBty 
a prmcds^ ta x^ofc fricndfliip they 
^ owed the preferVatiw ancf grandeur of 
^'tbcir rq^ubJick, and chufing to lean 
*^ on a broken fa<Sbo, rather than place 
-" their oonfefcnce in the Queen.'* 

It was her Majefty's earned: defirc, that 
tfierc fhould be a perfeft agreement at 
this treaty between the minifters of all 
the allies, than which nothing could be 

T more 
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more efFeftual to make France comply 
with their juft demands: above all, (he di- 
refted her plenipotentiaries to enter into 
the ftridteft confidence with thofe of Hol- 
land i and that, after the States had con- 
fcnted to explain the Barrier-treaty to her 
reafonable fatisfadtion, both powers (hould 
form between them a plan of general 
peace, from which they would not recede, 
and fuch as might fecure the quiet of E«- 
ropCy as well as the particular intereffe of 
each confederate. 

TheDxtf^Awere accordingly prefled, be- 
fore thecongrefs opened, to come to fomc 
temperament upon that famous treaty ; be- 
caufe the minifters here expedted it would 
be foon laid before the houfe of Commons, 
by which the refentment of the nation 
would probably appear againfl thofe who 
had been aftors and advifers in it : but 

* 

Monf.Bu vs, who ufually fpoke for his col- 
leagues, was full of oppofition, began tm 
expoflulate upon the ad vantages-Br//tf/« had 
ftipulated with France^ and to infift, that 

2 his 
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his mafters ought to fhare equally in them 
• all, but efpecially the Affiento contra<ft : 
fo that no progrefs was made in fixing a 
previous good correfpondence ^between 
Britain and the States, which her Ma- 

jeftyhad lb earneftly recommended. 

Certain regulations having been agreed, 
upon, for avoiding of ceremony and other 
inconveniencies, the conferences began at 
Ufrecbfj upon the twenty-ninth of yanu- 
aryy N. S. One thoufand feven hundred 
and eleven-twelve, at ten in the morn- 
ing. The minifters of the allied" going 
into the Town-houfe at one door, and 
thofe of France^ at the fame inftant, at 
another, they all took their feats without 
diftindtion j and the Bifliop of Bristol, 
Lord Privy-Seal, firft plenipotentiary of 
Britain^ opened the affembly with a fhort 
fpecch, directed to the minifters of FrancCy 
in words to the following effeft r 
*« Mefficurs, 

" We are here met to-day, in the name 
" of God, to enter upon a treaty of gene- 

T 2 *'ral 
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" ral peace, between the High AHies an^ 
" the King your mafter. W? bring fin- 
•* cere intentions, and exprcfs orders from 
our fuperiors, to concur, on their part, 
with whatever may advj^nce and pa:- 
fedt fa falutary and chriftian a wotk* 
On the other fi4ej WG hop? ypu h^ve 
" the fame difpofition 5 and that y^ur or-? 
" dcrs will be fo full, a^ to be aUe, 
" without lofs of time, tQ anfwer the eaf* 
" pedtation of the High Allies, fey ex- 
" plaining yourfelves dearly and roundly 
" upon* the points we ilwll have to fettle 
upon . thefe conferences 5 and tlMit ypu 
will perforn;^ this in . fo plain and ipeci^ 
^' fick a manner, as every prince ai^idftate 
" in the confederacy may find a juft aod 
** rcafonable fatisfadtioi^." 

The French began, by promifing to 
explain the overtures which Monf. Misr* 
NAQER had delivered to the Queen Oookft 
months before, and to give in a fpecifick 
projeft of what their ipafter would yiald, 
provided the allies would each give a ipe^ 

cifick 
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tificfe fthfwer, by making their feveral jie^ 
mands ; which method, after many difR* 
CulfieSj and afFefted delays in the Dutcb, 
Vr^s at length agreed to. 

But the States, who had, with the ut- 
tnoft difcontent, feen her M^efty at the 
hedd of this negociation, where they in- 
tended to have placed themfelvcs, begaii 
to difcover their ill-humour upon every 
occafion ; they raifed endlefs difficulties 
about fettling the Barrier-treaty, as the 
Queen defired ; and In erne of the firft ge- 
neral conferences, they would not fuffer 
the Bfitijh Secretary to take the minutes, 
but nominated fome Du/cb pfofeffor for 
that T)ffice, which the Queen refafed, and 
refented-^ thtir behaviour as an ufelefs 

cavil, intended only to fhew their want 
cf refpeft. tht Brttifh plenipotentiaries 

had great reifortta fufpedt, that ihz Dutch 
were, at this time, privately endeavour- 
ing to engage in fbme feparate meafures 
ifridi Prance^ by the intervention of one 
MoLO, a biiify faftious agent at Amjier^ 

T 3 dami 
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dam^ who had been often en^ployed in 
fuch intrigues: that this was the caufe 
which made them fb litigious and flow in 
all their fteps, in hopes to break the con- 
grefe, and find better terms for their trade 
and barrier, from the French^ than we ever 
could think fit to allow them. The Dtitcb 
miniilers did alfo apply themfelves with 
induftry, to cultivate the Imperial pleni- 
potentiary's favour, in order to fecure all 
^ advantages of commerce with Spain and 
the fFe/i Indies^ in cafe thofe donunions 
could be procured for the Emperor : for 
this reafon they avoided fettling any ge- 
neral plan of peace,, in concert with the 
plenipotentiaries of Britaitiy which her 
Majefty defired s and Monf. Buys plainly 
told their lord/hips, that it was a point, 
which neither he nor his colleagues could 
confent to, before the States were ad- 

initted equal fharers with Britain in the 

« 

trade of Spain. 

The court having notice of this untrada- 
ble temper in the Dutcb^ gave diredt or- 
ders 
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dcrs to the plenipotentiaries of Britain^ 
for prefling thofe of the States to adjuft 
thegrofs inequalities of the Barrier-treaty, 
fince nothing was more ufual or agreeable 
to reafon than for princes, who find them- 
felves aggrieved by prejudicial contrads, 
to expe<3: they fhould be modified and ex- 
plained. And fince it now appeared by 
votes in the houfe of Commons, that the 
fenfe of the nation agreed with what her 
Majefly defired, if the Dutch minifters 
would not be brought to any moderate 
terms upon this demand, their lordfhips 
were diredled to inaprove ^nd amend the 
particular conceflions made to Britain 
by France y and form them into a treaty ; 
for the Queen was determined never to 
allow the States any (hare in the Afliento, 
Gibraltar y and Port-^Mabon ; nor could 
think it reafonable, that they ihould be 
upon an equal foot with her in the trade 
of Spairiy to the conqucft whereof they 
had contributed fo little. 

T 4 Nor 
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Nor was die conduft of the Imperial 
minifter at this time lefs perplexing dian 
that, of the States, both thofe powers ap- 
pearing fully bent, eidner upon breaking 
off the riegociation, or, upon forcing from 
the Queen thofe advantages fhe expefted 
by it for her own kingdoms. Her Ma- 
jefly therefore thought fit, about the be- 
ginning of Marchy to fend Mr, Thomas 
Harlet, a near relatioo of the Trea-r 
furer's, to Vtrecbty fully informed of her 
mind, which he was dire&ed to commu- 
nicate to the plenipotentiaries of Britain. 

Mr. HARLfeY flopped in his Way to 
Utrecht at the HaguCj and there told die 

Penfionary, "That nothing had happened 
" lately in England but what was long 
" ago foretold him, as well as the other 
" miniftefs of the allies : That the proceed- 
" ings of the houfe of Commons, parti- 
" cularly about the Barrier-treaty, muft 
" chiefly be afcribed to the manner in 
" which the Queen and the nation had 
^^ been treated by Mpnf. Bothmar, 

" Count 






LASt YEARS OF tms QUEEN. 281 

•* Count Gallas, Buys, and other fb- 
" reign minifters : That if the States 
** would yet enter into a ftrid: union with 
" the Queen, give her fatisfa^ion in the 
*^ faid treaty, and join in concert with 
" her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht^ a fafe 
and advantageous peace might be ob- 
tained for the whole alliance ; otherwife 
her Majefty muft fave her own country, 
, ^ and join with fuch of her allies as 
^* would join with her. 

" As to' the war, that the conduft of 
" the allies, and their oppofition to the 
" Queen, by private intrigues carried on 
" among her own fubjedls, as well as by 
^< open remonftrances, had made die 
" houfe of Commons take that matter 
^* out of the hands of the minifters. 

" Laftly, that in cafe the prefent treaty 
*^ were broken off by the Dutch refufing 
to comply, her Majefty thought it rea- 
fonable to infift, that fome cautionary 
" places be put into her hands as pledges^ 
** that no other negociation fhould fee en- 
I " tered 
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^^ tered into by the States General, with* 
•* out her participation/' 

: Mr. Harley's inflrudtions to the 
Quecn^s plenipotentiaries were, " That 
" they fliould prcfs thofe of France, 
to open themfelves as far as poiiibley 
in concerting fuch a plan of a gene- 
ral peace, as might give reafonable 
^^ fatisfa£Hon to all the confederates, 
5' and fuch as Jicr parliament would ap- 
" prove: That the people of England be- 
" lieved France would confent to fuch a 
" plan ; wherein if they found themfelves 
deceived, they would be as eager for 
profecuting the war as ever/' 
Their lordfliips were to declare openly 
to the Dutch, " That no extremity (hould 
" make her Majefty depart from infiftiog 
" to have the Affiento for her own fub- 
" je£ts, and to keep Gibraltar and Port-- 
" Mabon \ but i£ the States would agree 
•* with her upon thefe three heads, flic 
" would be content to reduce the trade 
*' of Spain and the Weji Indies, to the con- 

" dition 
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** ditioii^t was in under the late Catholick 
'' King Charles II." 

The French were farther to be prcfled, 
" That the Pretender fhould be im- 
" niediately fent out of that kingdom ; 
" and that the . nioft cfFe<3:ual method 
** (hould be taken^ for preventing the 
" union of France and Spain under one 
^* pnnce. 

About this time her majefly's minifters, 
and thofe of the allies at Utrecht j delivered 
in the feveral poftulata, or demands of 
their matters to the French plenipoten- 
tiaries, which having been fince made 
publick, and all of them, except thofe 
of Britain^ very much varying in the 
courfe of the negociation, the reader 
would be but ill entertained with a traur- 

f 

fcript of them here. 

Upon intelligence of the laft Dauphin's 
death, the father, fon, and grandfon, all 
of that title, dying within the compafe 
of a year, Monf. Gaultier went to 
France with lettei^s to the Marquifs of 

TORCY, 
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ToRCY, to propofb her Majefty's expe- 
dient for preventing the union of that 
kingdom with Spain ; which, as it was 
the moft important article to be fettled, 



in order to fecure peace for Europe, fo it 
was a point that required to be fpeedily 
adjufled under the prefent circumftances 
and iltuation of the Bourbon family, 
there being only left a child of two years 
old to ftand between the Duke of An jou 
and his fucceeding to the crown of France. 

Her Majefty likewife prtScd France by 
the fame difpatches, to fend full inflruc- 
tions to their plenipotentiaries, empower- 
ing them to oScr to the allied fuch a plan 
of peace, as might give reafonable fatis^ 
faAion to all her allies. 

The Queen's propofd for preventing 
an union between France and Spain was, 
that Philip fliould formally renounce 
the kingdom of France for himfelf and 
his poflerity -, and that this renunciation 
*• fbould be confirmed by the courts or 
" ftates of Spaitty who, without qucftkm, 

" would 
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would heartily concur againft fuch an 
union, by which their country miift 
"become a province to France.'' In like 
manner, the French princqs of the blood 
were feverally to renounce all title to 
Sfain. 

The French raifed many difficuUk^ 
upon feveral particulars of this expedient; 
but the Queen pcrfifted to rcfufe any plaa 
of peace before this weighty point were 
iettled in the m^ner flie propofed, which 
was afterwards fixbn^tted to, as in proper 
place we {ball obTerve. In the mean 
time,^ the negoqiation at Utrecht proceeded 
with a very flow pace ; the Dutch inter- 
pofing all obftru£bioha they could con- 
trive, refufipg to come to any reafonable 
temper upon, the Barricr-ntreaty, or to offej 
a plan, in concert with the Queen, for a 
general peace. Nothing tefs would fa-^ 
tisfy them, than the partaking in thofe 
advantages we had ftipulated for ourfelves, 
and which did no ways interfere widb 
their tirade or fccurity^ They ftill ex- 

pe<5led 
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pcfted fome turn in England i their 
friends on this fide had ventured to aflure 
them, that the Queen could not live, 
many months, which, indeed, from the 
bad ftate of her Majefty's health, was 
reafonable to expeft. The hritijh pleni- 
potentiaries daily difcovered new endea- 
vours of Holland to treat privately with 
France ; and, laftly, thofe among the 
States, who defired the war (hould con- 
tinue, ftrove to gain tirne^ until the cam- 
paign fhould open ; and by refblving to 
enter into adtion with the firft oppwtunity, 
render all things deiperate^ and break up 
the coiigrels. 

This fcheme did cxadly fall in with 
Prince Eugene's difpofitions, whom the 
States had chofen for their general, and 
of whofe condud, in this conjunAiire, 
the Queen had too much reafon to be jea- 
lous ; but her Majefty, who was refolved 
to do her utmoft towards putting a good 
and fpeedy end to this war, having placed 
the Puke of Ormond at the head of her 

forces 
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forces in Flanders y whither he was now 
arrived, dircdlcd him to keep all the troops 
in Britijh pay, whether fubjefts or fo- 
reigners, immediately under his own com- 
mand ; and to be cautious, for a while, in 
engaging in any a<Stion of importance; 
unlefs upon a very apparent advantage. 
At the fame time the Queen determined 
to make one thorough trial of the difpq- 
fition oif the States, by allowing them the 
utmofi conceffions that could any way 
fuit either with her fafcty or honour. She 
therefore directed her minifters at Utrecht^ 
to t%^0fDuUb, '^ That, in order to fliew 
•* hojw§^firous flie was to live in per^ 
kSt^^jky with that republick, fhe 

^^^M^IN^^ ^P ^^ fifteen per centi 
** adiranfag&.»aipon Englifh goods fent to 

" thtSpdm/b dominions, which the French 
*' King had offered her by a power from 
** his grandfon, and be content to reduce 
*^ that trade to the flate in which it was 
*' under the late King of Spain. She Would 
*« accept of any tolerable foftening of thefc 

** words 
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^^ word$ih the fevcnth article of thcBarricr- 
" treaty, where it is faid, the States ihall 
have power, ia cafe of an appareut at* 
tack, to pat as many troops as they 
** pleafe into all the places of the Nether^ 
^"^ lands y withouifc fpecifying aa attack 
** from the fide of France y as ought to 
•* have been done 5 otherwife, the Qiioen 
*^ might juftly tfeink they were preparing 
^ thcmfelves for a rupture with Britain. 
<* Her Majcfty likcwifc confented, that the 
'** States fhould keep Nimf^ty Dender* 
^^ mond, and the caille of Gitenty as aA 
^* addition to their harrwr, although fhe 
** we^e fenfible how injarioos thofe con- 
" cefEons would be to the trade of her 
^ fubjefts) and wcmld wave the demand of 
" Offend being delivered into her hands, 
" which fhc might with juftice infift on. 
In return of all this, th^t the Queen 
only deiired the minifters of the States 
" would enter into a clofe cocrefpondence 
^* with her*s, and fettle between them 
" Ibme plan oF a general peace, which 

[' might 
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** give reafonable content to all her al- 
lies j and which her Majefty would en** 
deavour to bring France to confent td. 
*• She defired the trade of her kingdoms 
** to the Netberlandsy and to the towns of 
** their barrier, might be upon as good a 
** foot as it was before the war began : 
*' That the Dutch would not infirt: to have 
^^ fhare in the Aflicnto, to which they, 
"had not the leart pretenlions, and that 
** ihey would no longer encourage the 
" intrigues of a fadtion againft her go- 
" yernment. Her Majefty aflured them 
" in plain terms, that her own future 
" meafures, and the condudt of herple- 
" hipotentiaries, Ihould be wholly go- 
** verned by their behaviour in thcfe 
** points 5 and that her offers were only 
" Conditional, in cafe of their compliance 
" with what {he defired/' 

But all thefe proofs of the Queen's 
kindnefs and finccrity Would not avail. 
The Dutch minifters pleaded, they had 
no power to concert the plan of general 

U peace 
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peace with thofe of Britain: however^ 
they afTured the latter, that the Affiento 

was the only difficulty which ftuck with 
their maftcrs. Whereupon, at their de* 
fire, a contract for that traffick was twice 
read to them > after which they appeared 
rery well fatisfied, and faid they would 
go to the Hague for further inftrudtionsr 
Thither they went, and, after a week's 
abfence, returned the fame anfwer, *^That 
'* they had no power to fettle a fcheme of 
" peace j but could only difcourfe of i^ 
" when the difficulties of the Barrier- 
" treaty were over." And Monf. Buys 
took a journey to Amflerdamy on purpofe 
to ftir up that city, where he was Pen- 
iionary, againft yielding the Aifiento to i 

Britain y but was unfiiccefsfwl in his ne- 
gociation ^ the point being yielded up there, 
and in moft other towns in Holland. 

It will have an odd found in hiftoiy^ 
and appear hardly credible, that in feyeral 
petty republicks of fingle towns, which 
make up the States Gcaeral, it fhould be « 

formal** 
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Ibrmally debated, whether the Qjueen of 
Great Britainy who preferved the com- 
monweahh at the charge of fo many 
millions, {hould be fuffcred to enjoy, after 
a peace, the liberty granted her by Spain 
pf felling African flaves in the Spanijf^ 
dominions oi America! But there was a 
prevailing fadlion at the Hague ^ violently 
bent againft any peace, where the (^en 
mvft adt that part which they had in* 
tended for them^felvcs. Thefe politiciaris^ 
who held conftaht correfpondence with 
their old dejedled friehds in England^ were 
daily fed with the vain hopes of the 
Queen*8 death, or the party's reftoration. 
They likewife endeavoured to fpin out the 
time, till Pri-nce Eugene's activity had 
pufihed on fome great event, which might 
govern or perplex the conditions of peace* 
Therefore the Dutch plenipotentiaries^ 
who proceeded by the inftrudions of 
thofe miftaken patriots, aftcd in every 
point v/ith a fpirit of litigioufnefs, than 

which nothing could give greater advan- 

U 2 tagc 



*94 HtSTORY OF THE JPOUR 

tage to the enemy; a Arid: union be-* 
twcch the allies, but cfpecially Britaitt 
and Hx)Iland^ being doubtlefs the only 
means for procuring fafc and honourable 
terms from France. 

But neither was this the worfl: j for 
the Queen received undoubted intelli- 
gence from JJtrechty that tha DUtck were 
again attempting a feparate correfpon- 
dence with France. And by letters, in- 
tercepted here, fronl Vienna^ it was found, 
that the Imperial court, whofe minifters 
were in the utmoft confidence with thofe 
of Holland^ expreffed the moft furious 
rage againft her Majefty, for the fteps (he 
had taken to advance a peace. 

This unjuftifiable treatment, the Queen 
could not digeft from an ally, upon 
whom flie had conferred fo many fignal 
obligations, whom fhe had • ufed with fo 
much indulgence and fincerity during the 
whole courfe of the negociation, and had 
fo often invited to go along with her in 
every motion towards a peace. She ap- 
prehended 
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prehended likewifc, that the negociation 
might be taken out of her hands, if France 
could be fecure of eafier conditions ia 
Holland^ or might think that Britain 
wanted power to influence the whole 
confederacy. She refblved therefore, on 
this occafion, to exert herfelf with vigour, 
fteadinefs, and difpatch 5 and, in the be^ 
ginning of May^ fent her commands to 
the Earl of Strafford to repair imme- 
diately to Englandy in order to confult 
with her miaifters what was proper to be 
done* 

The propofal above mentioned, for 
preventing the union oi France and Spain ^ 
met with many difEculdesj Monf. de 
ToRCY railing objeftions againft feveral 
parts of it. But the Queen refufed to 
proceed any farther with France^ until this 
weighty point were fully fettled to her 
fatisfadlion } after which, (he promifed to . 
grant a fufpenfion of arms, provided the 
town and citadel of Dunkirk might be 
jdelivered as a pledge into her hands : and 

U3 pro- 
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J>ropofcd that Ipres inight be furrendcr'ed 
to the Dutchy if diey tirdiild . eonfent to 
come into the fufpenfion. Ftatice abib* 
lutely f efiifed the latter 5 arid the State'fe 
General having ad:ed in perpetual con* 
tradition to her Majefty, fhc preflfed thrt 
matter no farther; becaufe (he doobted 
they would not agree to a cefiation of 
arms. However, (he relbfved to put a 
fpeedy end, or it kaft iritermiffion, to her 
own fliAre in the war: and tS^i^ French 
having declared themfelves ready to agrefe 
'to her expedients, for preventing the 
union of the two crowns, and confuted 
to the delivery of Dunkirk i pofitive or- 
ders were fent to the Duke • of Ormond 
to avoid engaging in any battle or fiege, 
until he had further inftnidions ; but he 
was diredled to conceal bis orders, and to 
find the beft excufes he could^ if any 
preffing occafion fhould oScr, 

The reafons for thi^ unufual proceed*, 
ing, which made a mighty noife, wfere df 
fufficic^nt weight to jUftify it 1 forj pur^ 

fuant 
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ftiant to the agreement made between us 
and France^ a courier was then difpatched 
{torn Fantainbleau to Madrid^ with the 

lifFcr of an alternative to Philips either of 
refigning Spain immediately to the Duke 

of Savoy J upon the hopes of fucceeding 
fO France^ and ibme prefent advantage^ 
Vi^hich^ not having been accepted, is need- 

« 

Jkfa to dilate on ; or of adhering to Spain^ 
drtd renouncing all future claim to France 
for himielf and his poilerity. 

Until it, could be known which part 
Philip would accept, the Queen would 
not take pofieflion of Dunkirk^ nor fufFcr 
«tk armiftice to be declared. But, how- 
ever, fince the moft Chriftian King had 
agreed that his grandfon (hould be forced, 
in cafe of a refufal, to make his choice 
immediately, her Majefly could not en*- 
dure to think, that perhaps fomq thou- 
fands of lives of her own fubjeds and 
allies might be facrificed, without necef*- 
iity, if an occasion fhpuld be found or 
fought for fighting a battles wkich> (he 

U 4 very 
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very well knew. Prince Eugene would 
eagerly attempt^ and put all into confu* 
fion, to gratify his own ambition, the 
enemy of his new mailers the Dutch, 
and the rage of his court. 

But the Duke of Ormond, who, with 
every other quality that can accomplifh 
or adorn a great man, inherits all the 
valour and loyalty of his anceftors, found 
it very difficult to acquit himfelf of his 
commiflSon y for Prince Eugene, and all 
the field-deputies of the States, had be- 
gun already to talk either of attacking the 
enemy, or befieging ^tfefnoyy the confe- 
derate, army being now all joined by 
the troops they expeded; and accords- 
ingly, about three days after the Duke 
had received thofe orders from court, it 
was propofed to his Grace, at a meeting 
with the Prince and Deputies, that the 
French army fliould be attacked, their 
camp having been viewed, and a great 
ppportuhity offering to do it with fuccefs : 
for the Marechal de Villars, who had 

potice 
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notice fent him by Monf. de ToKcy of 
what wad paffing, and had fignified the 
fame by z trumpet to the Duke, (hewed 
le& vigilance than was ufual to that ge« 
;neral> taking no precautions to fecure his 
camp, or qbf^rve the motions of the allies, 
jMTobabty on purpofe to provoke them; 
the Duke faid, *' That the Earl of SxiAF-i* 
f* foub's fudden departure for .England, 
^* duade him believe there was fomething 
of confeqUence now tranfadting, whidi 
would be known in four or five days ; 
"And therefore defired they would defer 
^< this or atiy odier undertaking, until he 
*' could i<eceive frefh letters from Eng^ 
** knd.'* - Whereupon the Prince and 
Deputies immediately told the Duke, 
^[ That they looked for fuch an anfwer 
4§ he h9d^ given them : That they had 
Cu%e^f4 our meafures for fome time, 
f^ and thqtr fi;fpicion$ were confirmed by 
die cijjpfefs his Grace had fo lately re- 
ceived,, as well as by the negligence o^ 
^^ Moi;if. ViLLARs." They appeared ex- 

3 tremcly 
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traenely diffiiiasfiecl; and the Deputies fxM 
tbe Diikes that tikey would immediatdj 
fold in account of his aofwer t6 thai- 
maifanrSi which Acy according did ; alid 
foon aftdr> b^ ordrr from dye Ststes^ 
wttK^ him an e^poftuIatiDg ktttr^ ih a 
fl^ie left i«:^^f))l thaft bettttne thtmi 
de£ritrg, ateotlg ivbthor things, 6> e^pkili 
lum^iriiv whether he had |tofiti?e orders 
»ot to %bt the..Bi?XRC&;. and dftcrward^ 
fbkiliiai^ ^^ Thoc^ were fore he had foch 
f * er derSy otherwSfo he could liot a»fwd- 
^' \i4iit he had dQifc/- Sut ibe DukeftfH 
w'ated the <^tfeAk^ fayihg, ff:.he would 
«' 4)9 glad to havfs j)(ittdrs ff»nst\^A9sr^^» 
*V before :l!e efMered upott/ 'acaiett^ jmd 
^' th^ he expeftedchem dailjii" 

- t^ptn thit} ikci^n^, tke iil^l{)«i^ and 
|^6ral& ^ the: cities if!rim€f£Aely took 
A» alarm, vwitifeg their fUty m veiy vio- 
Ifti! «5tpfefi56ns againft the Qtieirt, iarid 
^^fe flie fempltiycd in her couhcitt : faid, 
*h^ wfcre Betrayed by Britain^ and af- 
iattk^ thfe ciodrittAance of thdfc Vhdthmk 

they 
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they have received an iiijury, and were 
difpofed to return it. 

The Duke of Ormondes army conififted 
of eighteen thoufand of her Majcfly's fab* 
Jeds, and about thirty thoufand hired from 
other prkices> either Wholly by the C^en, 
or jointly by her and the States, The Duke 
iflitacdiately infornied the court of the dtiP- 
" 'pbfitiohs he found aftioftg the foreign gc^* 
nerah upbn this octaiion \ and that, upofft 
an Exigency, he could only depend on At 
Britifh troops adhering to him j thofe cflF 
Hand^f- having already dcterminfed to 
deifert to the Dutch, tempted the Dams 
to do the like, and that he had reafoh to 
fuppofe the fame of the reft* 

Upon the news arriving at Utrecht y diSl 
the Duke of OkMOND had refufed to tti^ 
. gage in any adlion againft the enemy, 
the Dutth minifters tkerc Werit feff Hife- 
diaifely to make their complaihts to ihfe 
Lord Privy-feal; aggravating' the ftt^e- 
nefs of this proceeding, together wJfeh ttife 
cbnfcqueticfe of it, in the lofs ^ ft «lo!l 

favour- 
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favourable opportunity for ruining the 
French army, and the difcontent it muft 
needs create in the whole body of the 
confederates. Adding, how hard it was 
that they (bould be kept in the dark, 
and have no communication of what was 
done in a point which fo nearly concerned 
them. They concluded, that the Duke 
muft needs have adled by orders ; and 
deiired his lordfhip to write both to court, 
and to his Grace, what diey had now 
faid- 

The Biflhop anfwered, " That he knew 
" nothing of this fadt, but what they had 
** told him ; and therefore was not pre- 
*' pared with a reply to their reprefenta- 
tions : only, in general, he could ven- 
ture to fay, that this cafe appeared very 
" like the condudt of their field-deputies 
upon former occafions: That if fuch 
orders were given, they were certainly 
built upon very juftifiable foundations^ 
and would foon be fo explained as to 
/* tQnvince the States, aiid all the world, 

" that 
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that kilt common intercil would be 
better provided for. another way, than 
by a battle or fiegc : That the want of 
communication which they complained 
of, could .not make the States fo uneafy 
as their declining to receive it had made 
the Queen, who had ufed her utmoft 
endeavours to perfuade them to concur 
with her in concerting every ftep 
towards a general peace, and fettling 
fuch a plan as both fides might ap-, 
prove and adhere to 3 but, to this day,, 
the States had not thought fit to accept 
thofe offers, or to authorife any of their 
minifters to treat with her Majefty's 
plenipotentiaries upon that aflfair, al- 
though they had been prefled to it ever 
fince the negociation began ; That his 
lordftiip, to (hew that he did not (peak 
his private fenfe alone, took this oppor- 
tunity to execute the orders he had re- 
ceived the evening before, by declaring 
to them, that all her Majefty's ofi^ers 
'*' for adjufting the differences between 

" her 
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^^ her and the States were founded upol! 
this expreis condition. That they ihould 
come immediately into the Qaeen's 
*^ meafure8, and z6t openly and iincerely 
** with her ; and that, from their condiuft^ 
** £o diredUy contrary, £he now looked 
'' ufxm herfelf to be under no objigation 
" to them/' 

Monf. Buvs and his colleagues were 
ftunned with this declaration, made to 
them at a time when they pretended to 
think the right of complaining to be on 
their fide, and had come to the Biihop 
upon that errand. But after their furprifc 
\vas abated, and BuVs's long reafonings at 
an end, they began to think how matters 
might be retrieved j and were of opinion, 
diat the States fhould immediately dif- 
patch a minifter to England, unlefs his 
IbrdlDhip were empowered to treat with 
them J which, without new commands, 
he faid he was not. They afterwards 
defired to know of the Bifhop, what the 
meaning was of the laft words in his de- 

claration. 
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daration, ** That her Msy^y looked upQii 
" hcrfclf to be under no obligation to 
^^ them." He told dieni his opinion, 
•* That as the Queen wa« bound by treaty 
^* to concert with the States ifee condi- 
tions of a'peace, fo, upon their declin- 
ing the concert fo frequently oflfered, 
fhe was acquitted of that obligation: 
•* but that he verily believed, whatever 
".meafures herMajefty ftiould take, fhe 
*^ would always have ^ friendly regard to 
" the intereft of their commonwealth j 
" and that , as their unkindnefs had been 
^^ very unexpected and difagreeable to her 
" Majefty, fo their compliance would be 
" equally pleafing." 

I have been the more circumftantial in 
relating this affair, becaufe it furnifhe4 
abundance of difcourfe; and gave rife tp 
many wild conjed:ures and mifreprefenta- 
tions, as well here as in Holland y efpeci^Uy 
that part which concerned the Duke of 
Ormond ; for the angry fadion in the 

houfe of Commons, upon the firfl Intel- 
I Hgence, 
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ligencej that the Duke had declined to a<ft 
offenfively againft 'France^ in concurrence 
with the allies, moved for an addrefs^ 

wherein the Qjjeen (hould be informed of 
*^ the deep concern of her Commons for 
*' the dangerous confequences to the com- 
" mon caufe, which muft arife from this 
** proceeding of her general ; and to be- 
*^ feech her, that fpeedy inftrudtions tiiight 
" be given to the Duke to profecute the 
" war with vigour, in order to quiet the 
** minds of her people, Gfc/* But a great 
majority was againfl this motion, and a 
refolution drawn up and prefented to the 
Queen by the whole houfe of a quite con- 
trary tenour, " That they had an intirc 
" confidence in her Majefty's moft gra- 
" cious promife, to communicate to her 
** parliament the terms of the peace, be- 
^* fore the fame ihould be concluded j 
" and that they would fupport her Ma- 
" jefty, in obtaining an honourable ancf 
" fafe peace, againft all fuch perfons, 
" cither at home or abroad, who have 

" endea- 
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^* endeavoured) or fhall endeavour^ to ob* 
' « ftrudt the fame;" 

The courier ferit.With the altei-nitivc! 
tx> Spai?i was now returned, with an ac- 
count that PhiIiip had chofen to renounce! 
France . for himfelf and his poftcrity i 
whereof the Queen having rccfeived no- 
tice, her Majefty, upon the fixth of Junci 
in a long fpeech to both houfes of parliar- 
ment, laid before them the terms of a 
general peace^ ftipulated between her and 
France^, This fpeech, being the plart 
whereby both France and the allies hav6 

. been obliged to proceed in the fubfequent 
courfe of the treaty, I fhall defire the 
reader's leave to infert it at length) al- 
though I believe it hath been already in 
nooft hands. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

" The making peace and waf is the. 
** undoubted prerogative of the crown i 
" yet fuch is the jufl confidence I place in 
** you, that at the opening of this feffipn, 

X « I 
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^^ I ax:quainted you that a negodatiQn for 
'^ a general peace was began; and atfter^ 
" wardst, by mefSiges, I protm&d to coim^ 
V municate to you the terms of pe^ce» be* 
^^ fore tbe ikmc (bould be concluded. 
** In pyrftiance of that proniifc, I now 
come to let yon know ii^n what ti^ra» 
a general peace may be oiade. 

" { need not m^)tion the difficulties 
^* which arife from the veiy nature.of this 
<< aSTair ; a&d it i$ but too apparent^ that 
*^ thefe difficulties haine been increafed b^ 
" other obftrudion$, artfuJly contrived to^ 
'^ hinder this great and good work« 

NoAing, however X has moved me 
from ftcadity purAiing, in the firft place, 
•* the true interefts of my own kingdoms ; 
" and I have not omitted anything, which 
" might procure to all our allies what h 
*^ due to them by treaties, and what i» 
" neceflary for their fecurity. 

" The alfuring of the Proteftant . h^^ 
" ceinon>, as by law eftabKAed in the 
" houfe of Hanover^ to diefe kingdoms, 

being 
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» 

" being what I have neareft lit heart, par* 
" ticular eare is taken not only to have 
" that acknowledged in the ftrongcft 
•* terms, but to have an additions! fecu- 
" rity, by the removal of that perfon out 
" of the dominions of France^ who has 
" pretended to difturb this fettlement* 

" The apprehenfion that Spain and the 
" Weft Indies might be united to France^ 
" was the chipf inducement to begin this 
" war \ and the efFe(Sual preventing of 
^* fuch ^n union, was the principle I kid 
^* down at the commencement of this 
•* treaty : former examples,, and the late 
' " negociations, fufficiently fh^w how dijSfi- 
" cult it is to find means to accompliih 
" this work. I would not content myfelf 
" with fuch as are fpcculative, or depend 
*^ on treaties only : I infifted on what was 
" folid, and to have at hand the power of 
•* executing what (hould be agreed. 

"lean therefore now tell you, that 
" France at laft is brought to offer, thafi 
" the Duke of Jnjou (hall, for himfelf 

X 2 " and 
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" and his defccndants, renounce for evef 
** all claim to the crown of France : and 
" that this important article may be ex- 

pofed to no hazard^ the performance is 

to accompany the promife. 

" At the fame time the lucceffion to 
" the crown of France is to be declared, 
" after the death of the prefent Dauphin 
** and his ions, to be in the Duke oi Berry 
"and his fons, in the Duke oi Orleans 
" and his fons, and fo on to the reft of 
" the houfe of BotJftBoK. 

" As to Spain and the Indies^ the fuc- 
" ceffion to thofe dominions, after the 
" Duke oi Anjou and his children, is to 
" defcend to fuch prince as (hall be agreed 
"upon at the treaty, for ever excluding 
" the reft of the houfe of Bourbon* 

" For confirming the renunciations and 
" fetdements bcforcr mentioned, 'us fur- 
" ther offered, that they fhould be ratified 
" in the moft ftrong and folemn manner, 
" both in France and Spain ; and that 
"thofe kingdoms, as well as all the other 

"powers 
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"powers engaged in the prefent war, 
" (hall be guarantees to the fame. 

" The nature of this propofal is fuch, 
" that it executes itfelf : the intereft of 
f[ Spain is to fupport it -, and in France^ 
^* the perfons to whom that fucceflion is 

to belong, will be ready and powerful 

enough to vindicate their own right. 

" France and Spain arc now more et- 
•* feftually divided than ever. And thus, 
" by the bleffing of God, will a real 
" balance of power be fixed In Europe^ 
^^ and remain liable to as few accidents as 
" human affairs can be exempted from. 
A treaty of commerce between thefe 

kingdoms and France has been entered 
" upon \ but the exceffive duties laid on 
" fome goods, and the prohibitions of 
" others, make it impoffible to finifb this 
^* work fo foon as were to be defired. 
" Care is however taken to eftablifh a 
f* method of fettling this matter ; and in 
" the mean time provifion is made, that 
** the fame privileges and advantages, as, 

X 3 •' fhall 
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" fhall be granted to any other nation by 
*' France^ Ihall be granted in like man* 
" ncr to us. 

'^ The divifion of the ifland of St. 
*' Cbrijitfber^ between us and iht French^ 
^^ having been the cauie of great inconve-* 
^^ niency end damage to tay fubja5ts^ I 
^' have demanded to have an al^lute 
^< ceiHon made to me of the whole ifland, 
" and France agrees tp this demand. 

** Our intereft is fo deeply concerned in 
*' the trade of North America^ that I have 
«* ufed my utmoft endeavours to adjuft 
*^ that article in the moft beneficial man* 
♦* per. France confcnts to reftore to us 
** the whole bay and ftreights oiHu^ybn^ 
•* to deliver up the ifland of Newfound^ 
** land^ with Placentia ; and to make an 
*^ abfolute ceffion of Annapolis^ with the 
•* refl: of N(yi)a Scott a^ or Accadie : the 
*' fafety of opr home trade will be better 
^* provided for, by th« demolition of 
" Dunkirk, 

<« Our 
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^* Our Mediferrdnem trade^ and die 
*^ Britijh intereft and infltuenee in thofe 
^* parts^ will be fecnred by tbc poflcflion 
** of Gfiratk4ir cuid PeruMabm^ with the 
" whole iflafid of Minorca^ which, are 
" offered to netnain in my hands. 

*' The trade to Spain and the ^^>J In- 
dies may in general be fettled^ as it was 
in the time of the kte King of JSf^ih, 
'* Cbarks the lid* aaid a particular pro vi- 
^^ iion be made, that all advantages, rights, 
** or privikges, which have been granted, 
** OF may hereafter be granted^ by J^ain 
^* to any other nation, fhall be in like 
*^ manner granted to the fubjefts oi Great 
" Britain. 

** But the part which we have borne in 
^^ tlM: profecuiion of this war, intitHng us 
'^ to &>me di^indion in the; terms of 
*y peace, I have infiiled, and obtained, t^at 
*^ the Affiento, or contra<ft for furnifhing 
^' the Spanip Weft Indies with Negroes, 
*^ iball be made with us for the term of 
** thirty years, in th« faftie manner as it 

X4 *'has 
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** has been enjoyed by the French for tea 
♦* years paft. * 

^^ I have not taken upon me to deter-r 
^* mine the interefts of our confederates ; 
^* thefe muft be adjufted in the congrefs 
*' at Utrecht^ where my beft endeavours 
** {hall be employed, as they have hither- 
^' to conftantly been, to procure to every 
•' one of them all juft and reafonable fa- 
*^ tisfadtion. In the mean time, I think 
. ♦* it proper to acquaint you, that France 
*' offers to make the Rhine the barrier of 
^* the Empire ; to yield Brifacky the fort 
** of Kebly and Landau^ and to rsife all the 
^' fortreffes., both on the other fide of th? ' 
^* RhinCy and in that river. 

^^ A§ to the Proteftant itit^rcft in G^- 
^* many, there will be on the part of 
^* France no objedlion to the refettling 
*' thereof, on the foot of the ' treaty of 
'' JFejipbalta.. 

"The Spanifh Low Countries may go 
«< to his Imperial Majefty: the kingdon;s 
*^ pf Naples and Sardinia, the dutchy of 
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*^ Milan, and' the places belonging to 
^^. Spain on the coaft c^ Tufcany^ may 
** likewife be yielded by the treaty of 
*^ peace to th^e Emperor. . 

"As to the kingdom of Sicifyy though 
^* there remains no difpufe concerning the 
** ceffion of it by the Duke oi Anjou^ yet 
** the difpofition thereof is not yet deter^ 
^* mined. 

♦* The iaterefts of the States General, 
** with refpeft to commerce, are agreed 
" to, as they have been demanded by their 
" own minifters, with the exception only 
*' of fome very few fpecies of merchan-* 
" dize 5 and the intire barrier, as de^ 
*' manded by the States in One thoufand 
*' feyen hundred and nine from France^ 
*^ except two or three places at moft. 

" As to thefe exceptions, ftveral cxpe- 

» 

" dient§ are propofedj and I make ,no 
^* doubt but this barrier juay be io fettled, 
^* as to render that republick perfedly 
^* fecure againft any enterprize on th^ 
^^ pzrt of prance *^ whigh is the.founda-^ 

^* dation 
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*^ dation of all my fcBgageoieats upon this 
*^ head with the States. 

'^ The demands of Portu^ai depeiid'- 
ing on >the difpofitkm of Sfain^ and that 
article having been bog in difpute^ it 
has not been yet poffible to make any 
coafiderable progrefs therein ;. but my 
plenipotentiaried wiU now have aa op-*- 
portunity to affifl that king in hi& fMre^ 
^ tciifioiis* 

** Thofc of the King of Pru^ are 
^' fuch as, I hope» will admit of Utde 
difficulty on th? part of Prance ; and 
my utnK>fl: endeavours (hall not be 
wanting to procure all I am able to ib 
good an ally. 
'* The difference bctweea the barrier 
^ demanded ftr • the Duke of Savoy 
^ in One thoufand feveu hundred and 
nine, and the offers now made by 
France^, is very i nconliderable : but that 
prifkce having fo fignally diftinguiihed 
*• himfelf in the fcrvice of the common 
*• caufe, I am endeavouring to procure 
*^ for hiQi ftill farther advantages. 

" France 
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" France his confcnted, that tht Efec> 
** tor Palatine fball continue his preJfent 
*' rank among the Ele<3iors, ami Mmatn 
^^ in pofleifion of the upf>er Fiiktinatt. 

" The cle<3:ord dignity is likewife t<*- 
^* knowlcdged in the houfeof Hanovbr^ 
" according to the article infcfted ^ that 
^^ Prince's delire in my demands, 

** And as to the reft of the allies, I 
^' make no doubt of being able to fecurti 
** their feveral intereftj, 

^* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^ I have now communicated to you, 
** not oitly the terms of peace, which 
*^ may, by the future treaty, be obtained 
" for my own fubjedts j but likewife the 
•* prc^ofals of France^ fcfr fatisfying our 
** allies. 

" The former are fuch as I have reafbn 
** to exped, to make my people fome 
<• amends for, that great and unequal 
** burden which they have lain under, 
^^ tlpjrough the whole coorfe of this war > 

" and 
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and I am willing to hope, that none of 
our confederates, and efpecially thofe 
"to whom fo great acceffioiis of donad^ 
" nion and power are to accrue by this 
" peace, will envy Britain her fhare in 
V the glory and advantage of it. 

" The latter are not yet fo perfcdHy 
" adjufted, as a little more time might 
" have rendered them -, but the feafon of 
" the year making it neceffary to put an 
** end to this feffion, I refolved no longer 
** to defer communicating thefe matters to 
" you. 

" I can make no doubt but you are all 
*' fully perfuaded, that nothing will be 
" ncgledted on my part, in the progrels 
^' of the negoc^tion, to bring the peace 
" to an happy and fpeedy iffue 5 and Ide- 
" pend on your intire confidence in me, 
'' and your chcarftj concurrence with 
' me. 

* X 

The difcontented party in the houfe of 
Cbmmons, finding the torrent - againft 

them 
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them not to be ftemmed, fufpended their 
oppofition ; by which means an addrefd 
was voted, nemine contradicente^ to ac- 
knowlqdg^ her . Majefly's condefceniion^ 
to express' llieir fatisfadrion in what fhe 
had. already done, and to deiire ihe would 

pleaJ^ to proceed with the preient nego^ 
clatipns for the obtaining a fpeedy peaise. 

, Diiring thefe tranfaftions at hoifle, th<J 
Duke of <>RMOND was in a very utiealV 
fituation' at the army, employed in pfac- 
tHing'thofe arts which' perhaps are fitter'' 
for a fubtle negociator than a great com-^ 
m&ftdef. Bat as he had always proved 
his obedience, where courage or condudt 
coiild^bebf ufe i fo.the diity he profefled 
to his -prince, made hin^fubmit to coi**/ 
tinue in a ftate of inactivity at the head of 
his troops, however contrary to his na- ' 
ture, if it were for her Majeft/s fetvice.^ 
He had fent early notice to the miniftefs, 
that he could not depend upon the foreign * 
forces in .the Queen's pay, and he • now ' 

found ' 
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found fome attempts were already Btfgtitt 
tofedoce^em. 

WWle the courier' was cxpefted from 
Madridy the Duke had ovdtvs to Hiform 
the Marcchd i>E Villaw of the true 
ftate of this affiiir ; tfwrt his Grace wottid 
fefeve dccifive orders ifi three or* four d^* 
Inthe mean titAe» he defii^ the Mare^ 

chal would not oblige him to.ccme p any 
a^on» either to defend hixnielf^:9r (o joia 
with Prince Eugene's army,> which he 
Tn»& necefiarily do^ if the Prince were 
attacked. 

When the courier was arrived wi^ the 
account, that Fuilip bad chofen t0 ac« 
cept of SpaiMy her Majefly had pcopofed 
t(^ France a fufDexKlion of arms for two 
nioiaiths (to be prolonged three or. fbui?), 
between the .armies now in Flanders^ 
upon the following conditions : 

*^ Thsit) during the fufpeniif^j Cfl:dea* 
viHHr^ ^KHild be ufed for conclodiitg a 
geaecal peace ; or, at leaft> the artick 
** for preventing the union oi France and 

** Spain^ 
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** Spmn^ (houkl be pundually e^cecnuM 
** by PttiLip's renouncing France^ for 
" himfetf and his pcfterity ; and the 
** princes of Bourbon, in like manner, 
*' renouncing Spain : and that the town, 
** citadd^ and {orX% of Dunkirk^ fliouW be 

« 

** ittimediatdy delivered into the Queen% 
" han<b/' Her Majefty at the fame time 
cndeavoiired to get Camhray for iS^tDtctcb^ 
provided they would come rnto the fuf- 
penfion. . But this was abfolutely rejected 
by France ; - whieh that court would nevet 
have ventured to do, if thofe allies could 
have bew prevailed on to have a^cd 
with fincerity and opennefs in concert 
wiA her Maj^fty, as her plenipotentiaries 
had always defired. However, the Queeiit 
ppomifed, that, if the States would yietd 
to a fiifpenfiSn of arms, they (hould have 
fonae vakable pkdge pert mto their pof- 
feflion* 

But now frefh intelligence daily ar- 
rived, both from Utrecht and the army, 
of attempts to make the troops in her 

3 Ma- 
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Majefty's pay dcfert her fcrvice; and d' 
defign even of feizing the Britijb forces^ 
was whifpered about^ and with reafon- 
fufpedled. 

When the Queen's fpgcch was puh* 
iiAed in HoHaridy the Lord Privy-fcal told 
the Dtttcb minifters at Utrecht, " That 
*? what her Majefty had laid before her 
^* parliament could not, according to the 
*^ rules of treaty, be looked on ,as the ut* 
*^ moft of what France would yield in 
^* the courfe of a negociation; but only 
*^ the utmoft of what that crown would 
" propofe, in order to form the plan of a 
" peace : That thefe conditions would 
" certainly have been better, if the States 

had thought fit to have gone hand in 

hand with l%r Majefly, a* fhe had fo 
*' frequently exhorted them to do : That 
" nothing but the want of harmony 
" among the allies had Ipirited the French . 
" to ftand out fo long : That the Queen 
" would do them all the good offices in 

her power, if they thought fit to com-f 
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** ply ; and did not doubt of getting thetn 
^^ reafbnable fetisfadion, both in relation 
" to their barrier and their trade." But 
this reaibning made no impreflion: the 
Dutch minifters faid, the Queen's ipecch 
had deprived them of the fruits of the 
war. They were in pain, left Lijle and 
Tournay might be two of the towns to be 
©xpe<acd out of their barrier. The reft 
of the allies grew angiy , by the example 
of the Dutch. , The populace in Holland 
began to be inflamed : they publickly 
talked, thzt Britain had betrayed them. 
Sermons were preached in feveral towns 
of their provinces, whether by diredlion 
or connivance, filled with the higheft in- 
ftahces of difirefpefl: to her Britannick Ma- 
je^, whom they charged 4k a papiftj and 
ap enemy to their country. The Lord 
P$ivy-feal himfelf believed fbmething ex- 
traordinary was in agitation, and that his 
own perfon was in danger from the fury 
of the people. 

It 
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It 18 certein, that the St&te& appeartci^ 
but a ftw days before very much, dif-^ 
pofed to tompiy with die meafiires the 
Queeti had taken, and would have con-^ 
feated to. a. general armiftice> if Go»Dt^ 
^NZENtiORTy one of the pknipotentiane^ 
for the Emperor, had not^ by dked orders* 
fnom his Gourt, employed:.him&lf:in ibw^^ 
ing jealiDufies between Bmtain and: t^ 
States ; and at the fame time made pro- 
d^iQus offers to the'Utter> a&well asito 
the minifter of. PrufftOy the Palatina^s 
and Hanovery for continuing the . war^ 
That thpfe three Ele(!tars, who conCri^ 
butcd nothing, exce^ bodies df^meiiinv 
return of payand.fuhfidies, fhouldxeadify 
accept thef propofals. of the £mpefx>i^. is 

cafy to be accoifht«4 fSf- What appear^ 
hardly credibie is, that a grai^erepub^kv 
ufually cautious enough- in making theiir 
bargains, ihould venture tO' reje<^ the 
thoughts of a peace upon the proi^ife^^ 
of the houfe of Auflriay the little'^ralidity; 
whereof they had fo long experienced y 

and 
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ari(f cffieiciiiMy Wh6n' they cociiifcd upon 
ifcfihg the ftijipott 6f fiiW^^i- tTidr" mofik 
powerful ally r hu* tl^ ^^ hb^s giviri 
iffi^m By tSteir msMs mEn^kthd of l&b»! 

he^ diaiigle ih Aeir ft^^oui') dt ah^itoaj^trtii 
6on of briiiging if^n^c/ to bfcltt^: ts^nhsby 
f!he a^^eai^(e9e o^r^ptutiofll, a:(M^d td die' 
il^dakti^fifor edift^pfioii of fom^, v^h6 idi^ 
itniniftred their affairs, were iSbA trub' 
caufes vi'lncfi :drft' crS^d,- aiitf aftci'Watds 
ihflsiinda, AS' lifatftidlaljle' t^nop^r among 
memr 

' Tlfifii)aiB>riuiimiW^*^-^^^l^y dSf-' 
cbfic^tted arid' fori*ift<r, M^^i^ii' tfa<i' LOfd' 

iPHvy^ftal told^them; "That a^fuljifehfiori' 
« of armi io' ^H'NAB&Jdnds- wbuld' b«5* 
« nebel^tyj ahd- that' di6 D6kc of OkV 
*< ulrOKb" iiAeiii^d very foAn to dliclare' it^ 
« 9Sit\' hfe'had tikeh' {JblTeflloii of Duri-^ 
«* *ifrr • E^iit'lii^' iMihip cndeavoured'ta' 
ct)hvince^ thAih, th!at thjslflcid^It oiight^ 
lather to be a' rilotlt^ fbf haftefaitig^^ th<P 
Stkti ifito a* coftipliirice with hei* Ma- 
jefly. Hr likeWife cOrfitiiUliitated^ to thjs' 

. y 2 tni- 
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minifters of the allies the ofiers made by 
trance y as delivered in the fpecch from 
the throne, which her Majefty thought 
to be fatisfadlory, and hoped their mafters 
would toncur with her in bringing the 
peace lo a fpcedy conclufion, wherein 
each, in particular^ might be affured of 
her beft offices for advancing their jufl 
pretenfions. 

In the mean time the Duke of Or- 
MOND was directed to fend a body of 
troops to take pofleffion of Dunkirkj as 
foon as he fhould have notice from the 

Marechal de Villars, that the com- 
mandant of the town had received *or- 

ders from his court to deliver it j but the, 

, . . . 

Duke forefaw many difficulties in the exe- 
cuting this commiffion. He could truft 
fuch an entcrprize "to no forces, except 
thofe of her Majefty 's own fubjefts. He 
confidered the temper of the States in this 
conjund:ure, and was loath to divide a 
fmall body of men, upon whofe faithful- 
nefs ialone he could depend. He thought 
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k not prudent to expofe them to march 
through the enemy's country, with whom 
there was yet neither peace nor truce; and 
he had fufficient reafons to apprehend, 
that' the Dutch would either not permit 

fuch a detachment to pafs through their 
towns (as themfelves had more than 
hinted to him) or would feize them as 
they pafled : belSd^s, the Duke had very 
fairly ifignified toMarechal de Viblars, 
that he expedted to be deferted by all the 
foreign troops in her Majefly's pay, as 
foon as the armiftice ihould be declared ; 
at which the Marechal appearing ex- 
tremely difappointcd, faid, " the King his 
" mafter reckoned, that all the troops 
" under his Grace's command fhould yield 
** to the ceflation ; and wondered how it 
" fhould come to pafs, that thofe who 
" might be paid for lying ftill, would ra- 
" ther chufe, after a ten years war, to enter 
•* into the fervice of new mafters, under 
** whom they muft fight on for nothing/' 
In fliort, the opinion of Monf. Villars 

Y 3 was> 
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vats, jdi^ this di^cd,ty ss^xdj^d s^^ 
proJwiCc of iujn»pder;9g Dtm^rk j w|^ 
t^erefoi;e jl^e oppQjfcd as much a$ p$)^Ue, 
in f^e Ifttexs Jxc ^rit to hi$ ,90^. 

|Jpon the Pu^^ ^ d/iMONs's nepcer; 
fcptipg thofr djfiiqijjtifis, jtl^e Qge«n al- 
tprcd hex mcafurps, ^^ Sr<3«fc4 ^r^es up. 
bp fpot ffom England jto^e pg^flkufi pf 
Dunlari. The E)jij|ce ^ft? Jikej?ife ^ofla? 
manned tq tgU th« feiga gwerii^in hpc 

M^cflty'^ f?ryicj5, hpw higb^ ^c wonU 

rpient their defection i aiipt whifih,- fhcir 
mq^er§ ijjpft gjyg ijp gU , thoughts a£ aD]^ 
arrpgrs, eUher of p?y ftc fohfidy. ^ht 
Lpiid Privyr^al fppke tb^ fep^e Iai>guage: 
at JJirecbi, to tjjc f^YPr^l tntniftPfS of t]ie 
a|jie$ } ^^ ^r. ScpretifF §T. JPSfi? did t« 
tljpi^ yyhp regde4 I^fe J ftdtJiPg, M That 

" the prpp^eding .c^ the forfiign tcoc^s 
*' VK0«14 ^ t9oM Vpop « 9- 4?clw|tiQii 

"fpr <ir ^^ift he? Wefty- ani that:, 

'fin cafp tl^cy 4^frt -h?r ifervke. fl» 

« wquj^ Ipo^ on, hfrfelf ?is j^tftifted, hfr: 

** (?f 9 9.0^ afi^ W^ .^ ?»fl^nuf ^« net 

f ' gociatipii 
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*' gociation at Utrecht y or any cfther place, 
** wlietbei- l5ie allies concur or not." And 
particularly ^tTiutch were aflurcd, ^^ That 
** ii" their riiafters feduced the forces hired 
*• by the Queen, they niuft take the whole 
** pay, Arrears, and fubfidi?^ on them» 
«* felvts/' 

TheJEarl of Strafford, preparing 
about this time to return to Vtrecht^ with 
inftruiStions pr<5p§r to the prefent fitua- 
tion ot ^l&irs, went iirft to the army, and 
there infortited l9ie tfilke bf QrmoUd of 
hfer Majefty's ihteHtibns.. Hfe alfo ac-. 
quainted the States Deputies with the 
Queen's urteafim^fs, Jfeft, by the meafurea 
they were taking, khey fliould 4rive hei- 
to extremities, which (he defired fo much 
to avoid. He farther reprefented to them^ 
in fheplaineft terms, tlie provocations her 
Majefty had rtceivedi and the grounds^ 
and reafons for her prefeht conduft. Hq 
!ike\{^He declared to the commanders in 
chief of the foreign troops, in the Queen's 
pay, ?itid in the joint pay o( Britain andi 

Y4 tl^e 
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the States, with how much furprlze her 
Majcfty had hcard> " That there was the 
" leaft doubt of their obeying the orders 
** of the Duke of Ormond ; which if 
** they refufed, her Majefty would efteem 
** it not only as an indignity and affront, 
<' but as a declaration againft her ; and, 
" in fuch a cafe, they muft look on them- 
% fclves as no farther intitled either to 
** any arrear, or future payor fubfidies/' . 

Six regiments, under the command of 
Mr. Hill, were now preparing to em- 
bark, in CM'der to take poffeffion of Dun^ 
kirk ; and the Duke of Ormonp, upon 
the firfl intelligence fent him, that the 
French were ready to deliver the town, 
was to declare he could act no longer 
againft France. The Queen gave notice 
immediately of her proceedings to the 
States. She let them plainly know, " That 
** their perpetual caballing with her fac- 
" tious fubjedls, againft her authority, had 
** forced her into fuch meafures, as other- 
y wife fhe would not have engaged in. 

^*How- 
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" However, her Majefly was willing yet 

** to fo'rgpt all that ^ad pafled, and to 

" unite witbthem in the- ftridleft ties of 

*^ amity, which flie hoped they woul4 

" now do^ fince they could not but be 

" convinced^ by the late dutiful addreffes 

" of both houfes, how C^r their High 

" Mightineires had been deluded, and 

" drawp in as inftruments to ferve the 

" turn, and gratify the paffions, of a dit- 

" affe&ed party : That their oppofition, 

" and want of concert with her Majefty's 

" minifters, which fhe had fo often in- 

** vited them to, had encouraged France 

" to except towns out of their barrier, 

" which otherwife might have been 

*' yielded : . That, however, fhe had not 

" precluded them, or any other ally, 

" from demanding more ; and even her 

" own terms were but conditional, upon, 

" fuppofltion of a general peace to enfue : , 

" That her Majefly refolved to ad: upon 

" the plan laid down in her fpeech ;" and 

(he repeated the promife of her beft of- 

. 2 ficeft 
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Jfccs to |)romotc the intcrcft of flic Stafcs^ 
y they wouM deal finccrely wMi her. 

Some days before the I>uke of Or- 
MOND had notiop, ihat orders wrirc given 
for the furrender of Dunkirk^ f rincc 
Eugene oi" Savoy fent fef the generals 
of the allies, and alked theni feverally, 
whether, in cafe the armies feparated, 
they would march with him, or ftay 
with the puke? All of them, tixcept 
two, who commanded but fmall bodies, 
agreed to join with the Prince j who 
thereupon, about three days after, fent 
the Duke word, that he intended to march 
the following d^y (as it was fuppofed) to 
befiege Landrecy. The Diike returned 

9 

an anfwer, *^ That he was fvirprifed at 
** the Prince's mciTage, therf having been 
•^ not the leaft previous concert with 
him, nor any mention in the meflage^^ 
which wayx or upon what ^efign, the 
" march was inten,ded : therefore, that 
" the Duke could not refolv? to xiiarch 
^} widi him 5 much lefs could the Prince 

y expe^lj 



Cf 
CI 



J.A^T ¥EA]^S oy THE C^EEIJ, 331 

f ? €xpc^ #;ftancc fcom tjje<^a's E?Hiy, 
f^in apy defigij underta^qji pfter tj^s 
" pjaiMipr/' iphc Dqkp fojd this beforcrr 
|)?^j4, tJjst tip (^ Friqcc) might tak? U9 
rne^iiiirjss dj^cpfdingly^ and not attribute tn 
h^r Maj€^y'$ general s^^y ipisi^rtajr^e tha| 
|?}ighl happen* . 

On the ^xt^Atl) of Jufyy N, S. the 
&veral ^^nerals of the alli^ joined Prince 
Eugj:ne's army, and began their march, 
a£ter taking le^e of the puke and the 
Earl of Strafford, whqfe -expofttrla- 

w 

tion^ cc^id pot prevail 03 them to ftay 1; 
^hough^helatter aflured them, that the 
Queen had made neither peace nor truce 
with France, and that her forces would 

I 

|i6w be left expofed Xo the enemy, 

The next day after this famous defer- 
tion, the Duke of Ormond received a 
letter from Monf. pe Villars, with an 
account, that the town ^nd citadel of 
Dunkirk fhould be delivered to.Mr. Hill. 
Whereupon a ceflation of arms was de- 
clared, by found of trumpet, at the head 

'"-"'" of 
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df the Britift> army ; -which now confifted 
only of about eighteen thoufand men, all 
of 'her Majefty's fubje<^s, except the IJol^ 
Jleiners 2ind Count' Wallis^s 'dragoons. 
With this fmall^body of men the general 

began his march> and, purfuiant to or- 
ders from court, retired toward^ the fea, 
in the manner hie thought moft. conve- 
nient for the Queen's fervice. When he 
came as far as FiineSy he was told by 
fome* of his officers, that the comman- 
dants of Boucbaifij Douay^ l^ifl^y and 
^oumay^ had refpfed them paflage thro*' 
thofe towns, or even liberty. of- entrance, 
and faid it was by order of their mafters. 
The Duke imnaediately rccollefted, that 
when the Deputies firft heard of his re- 
folution to withdaw his troops, they told 
hini, they hoped he did not intend to 
march through any of their towns. This 
made him conclude, that the orders muA 
be general, and that his army would 
certainly meet with the fame treatment 
which his officers had done. He had 

like- 
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likewife, before the^ armic§ feparated, 
received information pf fome defigns 
that concerned the fafetjr, or at leaft the. 
freedom of his own perfon, arid (which 
he much more valued) that of thofe few 
Britijh troops i/itrufted to his care; No 
general was ever more truly. or deferved-. 
ly beloved, by, his foldiers, who,. 4^ a 
man, were prepared to . faprifice their 
lives in his fervice ; and whofe refent- 
ments were raifed to the utmoft, by the 
ingratitude, , as they termed it, of thqir 
deferters. . 

, Upon . thefc provpcations, he laid afidc 
all thoughts of returning to Dunkirk^ and 
began to coltifider how he. might perform, 
in fo difficult a conjundture, fomething 
important to the Queen, and at the fame 

time find a fecure retreat for his forpeSi 

..I . ^ * . 

He formed his plan without communi- 
cating it to any perfon whatfoever s and 
the dilpofition of the army being to march 
towards Warneton^ in the way to thm-- 
kirk^ he gave fudden orders to Lieutenant- 

General 
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(General Cadogan to change his fdufctfi 
accordhigtodie ittilitary phraife, aridinftvi? 
towards Orebm^ a town lekduigdittflljrfe? 

^hcn. Pfihcc JEtfGENE ahd &c Stete** 
deputies ifecelvied neWs bf Ifife BlilM's^ 
ifiodonS) they Wett alairmed' tb die tftiiibft^ 
dcgrte, and feht Cdilinf NAsSAit^» of /J^or- 
idfetefe/r^> to the general's camji' ri^ar Or-* 
icfftfjv to excufe v^Mt hadb^n doh(i» and' 
to aflure hiS Grkcc, that d$6fe' cbmfh'aiiii 
ifertts, v^o had refiifcd paflkge tb His^offii^ 
cers> had aded wholly without orcfers: 
Goiint Hem^seck, one of the- Dutcb 
gettfertk, cartie likbWlfe'lo thtf Dfakd vi^li'- 
thfe fame iloijr; but aU this v^^ litffe* 
i]^'prti[fion on thegenerd, whbhddt)ri his 
niirch, and ©n thcf twrotyithhii^ of yi^^^ 
N;S. eriteted ^j&£'«f , \<rhere'he was re- 
tcivcd with greattfubmifliofl by"th« irtfaa-^ 
tbitantsr, and took poiTeflion of &6 t0wfi> as 
h6 like wife did oCRruges^ aieiv daysaffen 

'Hie Duke of Ormond thought> that 
cohfidering the prefent' diipofitloirof ' the 

. States 
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S(«bes tQv^^ds Britnin^^ it migilMt be nte^ 
eeflary fdrtiHa<!^en to have ibmepd«dg€i:^ 
from thai republiejk io' her h^ndsi as^ 
tvell as from.JR^iwwe,. by which mimQt^. 
ller Maj$% would be id)fK)werdt to^ a££ 
die part thatrbeftbacdmerh€r> of boii^i 
ittodiat^i! a*ileaft: that' while Qbentvfzm 
ia thcr Q^ieenfa haruls^ no provifioD^.c£>ttid> 
pia&.thc Scbd£ot therLiV without hcrpem^ 
.mifixon,. fayr wlikh he hadat in his {tower* 
to fttnre th^c armyi The pofieificm off 
thefe towns might likewife teach thoi^ 
JEluUbrnd^JSmfiefiaifJls^ ta^ prefef ve a dc- 
giee; of d^celury ; and civility to her Ma^^ 
]q%» \i^idi/ibo(h of^ them were opotaiit 
feme occafi^mMo&^afftrto forget : and<be^; 
i)d^> there was ^liteady> in the totv^ <^r 
C^nti si^bnHiaHon of' BriUfhttc^i and ai 
detachfiaotf t)f . fiv«< hundred ^meii in th£[ i 
citiidd) tbgether wkb> a^ great quantity- of- 
^0)mUmtk)nrftore$ for. tbe> fervice . of the^ 
w^^ which' would ^ certainiy ha^e. t^eii^ 
felled or eiQq^e{$3led ; fg that, nd fervicc^^ 
cwildbi^S]»»ejreaibnable>or ufitful in th^^^ 

prefent 



336 HISTORY of the FOUR 

prefent jundture than this, which the 
Queen highly approved, and left the Duke 
a difbretionary power to aft as be thought 
fit on any f u t ure emergency. 

I have a little intercepted* the order of 
time, in relating the Duke of Or-mond's 
proceedings, who, after having placed a 

garrifon at Bn^es; and fent a fupply of 
men and ammunitidn to Dunyrk, retired 
to Gbenty where he continued fome 

months, till he had leave to return to 
England. 

Upon the arrival of Colonel Disney to 
court, with an account that Mr. Hil^l had 
taken pofleffion oiDtmkirky an univei^al joy 
fpread over the kingdom, this^ event being 
looked on as the certain fore-runner of a 
peace : befidcs, the French faith was in fo 
ill a reputation among us, that 'many per- 
fbns, otherwife fanguine enough, could 
never bring themfelves to believe, that 
the town would be delivered, till cer-; 
tain intelligence came that it was aS^ually 
in our hands. Neither were the minifterS' 

them* 
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themfelves altogether at eafc, or free from 
fofpicion, whatever countenance they 
made ; for they knew very well, that the 
French King had many plaufible reafons 
to elude his promife, if he found caufe to 
repent it. One condition of furrender- 
ing Dunkirk^ being a general armiftice of 
all the troops ia the Britifh pay, which 
her Majefty was not able to perform ; and 
upon this failure, the Marechal de Villars 
(as we have before-related) endeavoured 
to diffuade his court from accepting the 
conditions : and in the very interval, while 
thofe difficulties were adjufting, the Mare- 
chal DE HuxELLES, ouc of the French 
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht (whofe incli- 
nations, as well as thofe of his colleague 
Monf. Mesnager, led him to favour 
the States more than Britain) affured the 
Lord Privy-feal, that the Dutch were 
then preffing to enter into feparate mea- 
iures with his mailer : and his lordfhip, 
ip a vifit to the Abbe de Polionac, ob- 
fprying a perfon to withdraw as he en- 

Z tered 
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tercd the Abb6's charxrber, was told by 
this minifler, that the peribn he faw was 
one MoLEAU, of Amfierdam^ mentioned 
before, a famous agent for the States with 
France^ who had been entertaining him 
(the Abbe) upon the fame fubjed:, but 
that he had refufed to treat with Mo- 
LEAU, without the privity of England. 

Mr. Harley, whom we mentioned 
^bove to have been fent early in the ipring 
to Utrecbty continued longer mHoUanJ 
than w^ at firfl expeded; but having 
received, her Majefty's farther inftru^aioas, 
was about this tim@ arrived at Hanaver. 
It was the misfortune of his E^leSoral 
Highnefs, to be very ill ferved by Monf. 
BoTHMAR, his envoy here, who affifted^ 
at all the fadjbious meetings of the difton- 
tented partyi and deceived his maftcfr by 
a.falfe reprefentation of] the kingdom, 
drawn from the opinion of thofe to whom 
he confined his convcrfation. There was 
likewifc at die Elector's court a little 
I Frenchman^ without any merit or oonfe- 

quence. 



LAST YEARS of the QUEEN. 339 

quence, called Robithan, who, by the 
affiftance and encouragement of the lafl: 
miniftry, had insinuated timfelf into fome 
degree of that Prince's favour, which he 
ufed in giving his mafter the worft im- 
preflioris he was able, of thofe whom the 
Queen employed in herfervice; infinu- 
ating, that the prefent minifters were not 
ih the intereft of his Highnefs^'s family -, 
that their views were towards the Pre- 

m 

tender; that they were making an unfe- 
cure and di(h(Hiourable peace ; that the 
weight of the nation was againft them ; 
and that it Was impoflible for them to 
ffreferve .much longer their credit or 
power. 

' The Earl Rivers had, in the foregoing 
year, been fent to Hanover, in order to 
undeceive the Eledor, and remove what* 
ever prqudices might be infufed into his 
Highnefs againft her Majefty's proceed- 
ings ; but it fhould ieem, that he had no 
very great fuccefs in his negociation : for 
fbon after his return to Engkndy Monf. 

Z 2 Both 
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Bothmar's memorial appeared in thci 
manner I have already related, which diA 

4 

covered the fentiments oF.his Eledtoral 
Highnefs (if they were truly reprefented 
in that meniorial) to differ not a little 
from thofe of the Queen, Mr. Harley 
"was therefore direfted to take th^ firft 
opportunity of fpeaking tq the Eleftor in^ 
.private, to aiTure him, " That although 
her M^jefty had thought herftlf jjulUy 
pravoked by the conduct of his^minifteri 
«* yet fuch was her aff^dion for his High-« 
** nefs, Jind copc^rn for the interefts of 
" tis fapiily, that ipftead of (hawing th<j 
<* leaftmark of r'efentment, (he had chofen 
<* to fend him (Mr. Harley) fully in- 
" ftruded to open her defign^, and ihc^ 
" his Highnefs the real intcreft of jBri-. 
*^ tain in the prefcpt conJLundture." Mr, 
Harley was to give th^ Eledtor a true, 
account, of what had paffed ip England^ 
during the firft part of this feffion of parlia-. 
^ JRcnt ', to expofe to his Highnefs the \|!rea^-j 
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cefs of thofe with whom his iriinifter had 

iConfalted, aod under whofe 4ire£tioris he 

had adted 9 tcJ eortvincie him how much 

Jower that fdiftion muft become, when a 

^ peace (hotild be concluded, and when th« 

. natural ftrength of the kingdom, difin- 

cumber ed from the burthen of the war, 

ihould be at liberty to exert itfclf ; to fhew 

him how his intereft in the fucceflion w^s 

Sacrificed to that of ia party: that his 

•Highnefs had been hitherto a friend to 

both fidfesj but thit the meafures taken by 

his minifters, had tended only to itx him 

at the head of one in oppofition to thfe 

•other: to explain to the EleiStprj how 

fully the fafety of Europe was provided 

for by the plan of peace in her Majefty'is 

Ipeech 5 and how little reafdn thofe would 

iappear to have, who complained the 

loudeft of this plan^ if it were Compared 

either with our engagements to theili 

when we began the war, or with their 

|)erfotinahces in the courfe of it^ 

Z 3 Upon 
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' Upon this occaiion Mr. Harlev was 
to obfervc to the Eledlor, ** That it fhould 
** rather be wondered at, how the Queen 
" had brought France to offer fo much, 
than yet to offer no more ; becaufe, as 
foon as ever it appeared, that her Ma- 
jefly would be at the head of this treaty, 
*^ and that the intereils of Britain were 
" to be provided for, fuch endeavours were 
'^ ufed to break off the negociation, as are 
hardly to be paralleled; and the dif-- 
union thereby created among the allies, 
had given more opportunities to 4ie 
*' enemy, being flow in their conceffions, 
" thai! any other meafures poffibly have 
" done : That this want of concert 
" among the allies, could not in any fort 
be imputed to the Queen, who had all 
along invited them to it with the greateil 
" eari^eflnefs, as the furefl means tobring 
France to reafon : That fbe had always, 
in a particular manner, preffed the 
" States 'General to come into the ftridcft 
1^ union with her, and opened to them 

"her 
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" her intentions with the greateft free- 
" dotti ; but finding, that infteadof con-. 
" curring widi her M^efty, they were 
" daily carrying on intrigues to break off 
** the negociation, and thereby deprive 
" her of the advantages flie might juflly 
" expedt from the enfuing peace, having 
" no other way left, flie was forced to adl 
" with France as ftie did, by herfelf : 
" That, however, .the Qjieen 'had not 
** taken upon herfelf to determine the 
" interefts of the allies, who were at li- 
" berty of infifting on farther pretenfions, 
" wherein her Majefly would not be want* 
" ing to fupport them as far as ftie was 
" able, and improve the conceffions al- 
" ready made by France j in which cafe, 
^ a good underftandmg and harmony 
among the confederates, would yet be 
of the greateft ufe for making the ene- 
" my more tradable and eafy/' 

I have been more particular in reciting 
the fubftance of Mr. Harley's inftruc- 
tions, becaufe it will ferve as fi recapitula- 

Z 4 ' tioH 
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don of what I have already faid trpdh 
this fufajed:, and feems to fct her Majefty'^s 
intentions^ and proceedings at this tlme^ 
in the cleareft lights 

After the ceffatioh of arms declared by 
the Duke of Ormond, upon the delivery 
of Dunkirk^ the Britijh plenipotentiaries 
very earneftly prfefled thofe of Holland to 
come into a general armiflice; for if the 
whole confederacy adted in conjunction, 
this would certainly be the befl meads for 
bringing the common enemy to reafon- 
able terms of peace : but the States, de- 
luded by the boundlefs promifes of Count 
ZiNZENDORF, and the undertakir^ talent 
©f Prince Eugene, who dreaded the con- 
clufion of the war, as the period of his 
glory, would not hear of a ceiTation. 
The lofs of eighteen thoufand Britons was 
not a diminution of weight in the ba- 
lance of fuch an ally as the Emperor, 
and fuch a general as the Prince. Be- 
fides, they looked upon themfelves to be 
ftill fuperior to France in the field ^ and 

» although 
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although their computation was certainly 
right in point of number, yet, in my opi- 
nion> the conclufion drawn from it, was 
grotmded upon a great miftake. I hav^ 
been aflured . by feveral perfbns of cur 
own countfy, and fome foreigners of the 
firft rank, both for fkill and ftation in 
arms, that in moft vidories obtained in 
the prefent war, the Briti/h troops were 
ever employed in the poft of danger and 
honour, and ufually began the attack 
(being allowed to be naturally more fear- 
left than the people of any other country), 
by which they were not only an example 
of courage to the reft, but muft be ac- 
knowledged, without partiality, to have 
governed the fortune of the day; fince it is 
known enough, how fmall a part of an 
army is generally engaged in any battle^ 
It may like wife be added, that nothing is 
of greater moment in war than opinion. 
Th&Frenchjhy their frequent loflcs, which 
they chiefly attributed to the courage of 
our men, believed, that a Btitijh general^ 

at 
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at the head of Britijb trocps, was not to 
he oyercome ; and the Marechal de Vil- 
LARs was quickly fenfible of the advan- 
tage he had got ; for, in a very few days 

ft 

after the defertion of the allies, happened 
the Earl of Albbmarle's diigrace zt 
Denairiy by a feint of the Marechal's, and 
a manifefl failure fotnewhere or other^ 
both of courage and conduct on the fide 
of the confederates. The blame of 
which was equally fliared between Prince 
Eugene and the Earl; although it is ca:<- 
tain, the Duke of Ormond gave the lat* 
ter timely warning of his danger, oWerv- 
ing he was neither intrenched as he ought, 
nor provided with bridges iufficient for 
the fituation he was in, and at fuch a 
4iilance from the main army. 

The Marquis de Torcy had iifeewifc 
die fame fentimcnts, of what mighty con^ 
fcqucnce thofe few Britijh battalions were 
to the confederate army 5 fince he ad- 
vifed his maftcr to deliver up DanHrk^ 
aldiough the Queen could not pei*form 

the 
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the condition underflood, whidhi was a 
reflation of arms of all die foreign forces 
in her pay. 

It muft be. owned, that Monf. de 
ToRCY made great merit of this confi- 
dence that his matter placed in the 
Queen ; and obferving her Majefty's dif- 
pleafure againft the Dutch^ on account of 
their late proceedings, endeavoured to in- 
flame it with aggravations enough ; infi- 
nuating, that, fince the States had adled 
fo ungratefully, the Queen fhould let her 
forces join with thofe of France^ in order 
to compel the confederates to a peace. 
But although this overture were very ten- 
derly hinted from the French court, her 
Majefty heard it with the utmoft abhor- 
rence; and ordered her Secretary, Mr. 
St. John (created about this time Vif- 
count Bolingbroke), to tell Monf. de 
ToRCY, " That no provocations whatever 
** fhould tempt her to diftrefs her allies ; 
" but fhc would endeavour to bring xhtm 
t^ to reafoa by fair means, or leave them 

" to 
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«to their own condiia*. That if th^ 
" former (hould be found impradicablei 
^ (he would then make her own peace^ 
** and content hcrfelf with doing the of- 
'^ iice of a mediator betVveen both parties i 
" but if the States (feould at any time 
*• come to a better mind^ and fuffer their 
" miniders to afit in conjunftidn with 
" her's, (he would aflert their juft in- 
" tcrefts to the utmoft, and make no far- 
" ther progrefs in any treaty with France^ 
" until thofe allies received all reafonabk 
** fatisfadlion, both as to their barrier and 
" their trade." The Britijh plenipoten- 
tiaries were directed to give the fame af- 
furances to the Dutch minifters at titrecbfy 
and withal to let them know, " That the 
" Queen was determined, by their late 
*' conduS, to make peace either with or 
" without them; but would much rathei! 
" chufe the former*'* 

There was, however, one advantage 
which her Majeffy refolved to make bjr 
this defedtion of her foreign^Si She hdd 

3 been 
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been led, bj the mifbken politicks of 
fome years paft, to involve herfclf in 
feveral guaranties With the princes of the 
North, which were, in fome fort, con-r 
tradidory to one another; but this con«« 
duft of thcir's wholly annulled ^1 fuch 
engagements, and left iher at liberty to 
interpofe in llie affairs of thofe parts of 
Europe^ in fuch a ^nanner as would bell 
ferve theintecefts of her own kingdoms, 
as well ias that of the Proteftant religion, 
and fettle z due balante of power in Hoc 
North. ^ .': 

The grand article for preventing the 
union of France and SpaitiyVrzs to be 
eiecuted'durirtg a Ceflation of arms. But 
many difficulties arifing about that, and 
fome other points of great importance to 
the common caufc, which could not eaiily 
be adjufted either between the French 
and Brttfjh plenipotentiaries at TJtrecht^ or 
by cqrrefpondence between Monf. de 
ToRcy arid the miniftry here ; the Queen 

tbok the refblution of feoding the Lord 

Vif- 
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ViTcount BcLtNcSiOtoKB knefedbtely to' 
France^ fully ifWirUfted ift all h«E iivlea- 
tetitions^ and autkoritfed to negotiate every 
tking necel&ry for fettling the treaty of 
peace in fmzki a courfe^ as might bring it 
to a happy and .^edy concltadEort. He 
was irapc\med to agree to a general 
fbfpoifiDn Q^'tittes^ by fe^and latid^ htr 
tweini Gareat 'Brjkmny Frame > md Spmrty 
tacQiitmud iof/Som: months^ or i until ther 
cxmclu&oii of ^0 peace; proi^djsd France 
asift Spain woulei previouf^ give pt^tive 
aiTurances to make good the terms* de- 
mandjcd by her Majcfly for Jthe Duke of 
Savoy ^ and would likewife adjtift and de- 
tcrJBftine the fcrais- of the" feveral renun- 
dations to be made by both thof6 crowns^ 
ip^rder to prevent their being.cver united. 
The Lord Bolingbroke was likewife 
ajUthorifed to fetik ibme differences re- 
lating' ta the £le43:or oiBaiutrlay for whoie 
ifl^refts France was fo mui^h concerned 
2i^'hs:c Msjefty was for diefe of the Duke 
o£ Savoy i to exphtin all doubtful articles 

which 
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which particularly related to the adran- 
tagcs of Britain j to know the real ulti- 
matioix, as it is termed, of France upon 
the general plan of peace y and laftly, to 
cut off all hopes from diat court of ever 
bringing the Queen to- force her allies to 
a diiadvantageous peace; her Majefty re- 
folving to impofe no fcheme at all upon 
them> or to debar them from the liberty 
of endeavouring to obtain the beft condi- 
tsons they couM. 

: The Lord Bolingbroke went to 
France in the beginning of Augu/iy was 
received at court with particular marks of 
difUndlion and refped: > and in a very few 
days,, by his ufual addrefs and ability, per- 
formed every part of his commiffion, ^-' 
tremely to the Queen's content and his- 
Qfwn honour* He returned to England 
before the end of the month; but Mr. 
Prior, who went along with him, was 
left behind, to adjuft whatever differences 
n^ght remain or arife between the two* 
orowns. 

2 In 
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In the mean time the general confe- 
rences at Utrecht y which for feveral weeks 
had been let fall, fincc the delivery of 
Dunkirk^ were now refumed. But the 
Dut(h ftill declaring againft a fu^enfion 
of arms, and refufipg to accept the 
Queen's fpeech as a plan to ncgociatc 
upon, there was no progrefs made for 
fome time in the great work of the peace 
Whereupon the Briti/b plenipotentiaries 
told thofe of the States,." That if the 
Queen's endeavours could not* procure 
more than the contents of her fpeecb> 
*^ or if the French fhould ever fall fliort of 
•^ what was there offered, the Dutch 
" could blame none but themfelves, who, 
** by their condud:, had rendered things 
*^ difficult, that would otherwife have been 
« eafy/' However, her Majefty thought 
it prudent to keep the States flill in hopes 
of her good offices, to prevent them from 
taking the defperate coUrfe of leaving 
themfelves wholly at the mercy of 
France 5 which was an expedient they 

former-!' 
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loriHcrty jpntdtjife^ and wj^i(^ « party 
ttflf^oi^ ^0m w#s 90W iac^n^d to advife« 
Whilft the c^Qgr^ zt Vfrfcbt re^ 
mzinsd in this Jaai^iv'e ftate, the Qgecn 
proceeded tOipctf^&. that importoot article 
for preventing the union of Prance and 
Spain. It was prbpofed and accepted, 
that Philip thpuld renounce iTV^wf'^ for 
iiimfQlf and his posterity ; and that the 
moAX^riftian Kiqg, and all the princes 
of his bloody flibuld^ in the Hke manner;, 
denounce Spain. 

It piuft he confefled, that this projeft of 
denunciation lay under a great difrepute, 
Iby tfie former prafticcs of this very King, 
iLrwis XIV. purfuant to an abfurd notion 
^mong many in that Jdngdom, of a divine 
right, annexed to proxitnity of blood, not 
to he controlled by any human law. 

But it is plain, the French ihem- 
felves had rccourfe to diis method, af- 
ter ajl their infra^ons of it, fince the 
Py'renean treaty j for the firfl: Dauphin, 
iSn whom the originid daim was vefted, 

]reaounce4> for hlmfelf aa4 lu& eldeft 

A a /on, 



354 HISTORY o» thb FOUR 

iovii wbioh opisned the way to Philip 
Duke of AnJQu ; who would however 
hardly have fuctieeded^ if it had not 
been for the will made iii his favoot 
by the laft King, Charles IL 

It is indeed hard to refled, with any 
patience, upon the unaccountable ftu- 
pidity of the princes of Eurt^e for fome 
centuries paft, who left a probability to 
France of fucceeding in a few ages to all 
their dominions ; whilft, at the fame time, 
no alliance with that kingdom could be 
of advantage to any prince, by reafon of 
the Salique law. Should not commoa 
prudence have taught every fbvereign ia 
Cbrijtenaom to enadt a Salique law, with 
refpe<9i: to France ; for want of which, it 
is almoA a miracle, that the Bourbon 
family hath not pofTefTed the univerfal 
monarchy by right of inheritance ? When 
^th,e French aflert a proximity of blood 
gives a divine right, as fome of their mi- 
niijers, who ought to bfr more wife or 
honeft, have lately advanced in this very 
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cafe, to the tide of Spain ^^ do they not, by 
allowing a French fucceffion, make their 
own kings ufurpers ? Or, if the Salique 
law be divine, is it not of univerfal cbliga- 
don, and coniequently of force, to ex- 
clude France from inheriting by daugh>- 
t^^ ? Or^ laftly, if that law be of human 
inftitution> may it not be enaifted in any 
ftate, with whatever ^tent or limitation 
the le^ature iholl think fit? For the 
notion of to unchangeable human law is 
an abfurdity in government, to be believed 
only by ignorance^ and fupported by 
powen From hence it follows, that the 
children of the lateX^ueen of France^ al- 
though fhe had renounced, were as legally 
excluded from fucceeding to Spain^ as if 
the Salique law had been fundamental in 
that kingdom; fince that exclufion was 
eftablifhed by every power in Spain, 
which poilibly give a fandUon to any law 
there; and therefore the Duke oi Anjou\ 
tide IS wholly founded upon the bequefl 
of his predcceffor (which hath great aiH 

A a 2 thority 
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thority in that monarcliy, as k fbn|ieify 
had in oar's), upon the confirmafion cf 
the Cortes, and the general coilfent ti 
the people. 

It is certain, the faith of princes is fi> 
frequently fubfervient to their amVitkHi, 
that renunciations hare Ktde ^alidil^^^ 
otherwife than from the powers and par- 
lies whoTe intereft it is to fbppert ^leiti. 
But dijs renunciation, which the Qtma 
hadi exaded fr<»i ^ Ptmd King and 
his grandiixi, I take it to be armed^vith 
all the eflential circuin(lanc» diat caa 
fortify fuoh an aft. For as it is ncceShtff 
for the fecurity of every prince in Bn^d^ 
that diofe two pt^t Ida^gdoms ti^puld 
peyer be united ; fo the chief ^mofig 
them will readily conCeat ta be gunf^ntees 
for preventing fuch a o^slMtone. 
, Befides, this propoftd (aopcK'diiig tp h«T 
Majefly's exprefiion in her ^ech^ is of 
fuch a nature, that it executes itfdf >. bpraufe 
the Spaniards y yrho dread fuch an unkn, 
for every reafoo that caa have wdgfat 
JL among 
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ftmcjpg men) took care that their Kuig 
ihould not only renounce, in the mofl 
iblemn manner; but likewife, that the 
a<3: fhould be framed in the ffa-ongeft 
terms themfelves could invent, or we 
could furni(h them with. As to France^ 
upon fuppofal of the young Dauphin's 
dying in a few years, that kingdom will 
not be in a condition to engage in a long 
Vf^r againft a powerful alliance, fortified 
with the addition of the Spaniards^ and 
the party of the Duke of Berry ^ or who- 
ever elfe (hall be next claimer : and the 
longer the prefent Dauphin lives, the 
weaker muft Philip's intercft be in 
France i becaufe the princes, who are to 
fucceed by this renunciation, will hayc 
moil power and credit in the kingdom^ 

The mifchiefs occafioned by the want 
of a good under ft anding between the al- 
lies, efpecially Britain and Holland^ were 
raifcd every day ; the French taking the 
advantage, and raifing difficulties, not 
only upon the general plan of peace, but 

A a 3 like- 
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likewife upon the explanation of feverd 
articles in the projcded treaty between 
them and her Majefly : They iniifted to 
have Lijky as the equivalent for Dun^ 
kirk; and demoded Tourm^, Mauieuge, 
and C(m(iey for the two or three towns 
mentioned in the Queen s fpeech ; which 
the Britijb plenipotentiaries were fo far 
from allowing, that they refufed to confer 
with thoie of France upon that foot; al- 
though, at the fame time, the former had 
frefli apprehenfions that the Dufcby in a 
fit of defpair, would accept whatever 
terms the enemy pleafed to offer, and, by 
precipitating their own peace, prevent h©r 
Majefty from obtaining any advantages, 
both for her allies and herfelf. 

c • ' • •• - 

t 

It is moft certain, that the repeated 
loffes fuffered by the States, in little more 
than tyvo months after they had with- 
drawn tjiemfclvcs from the Queen's af- 

fiftancc, did wholly difconcert their coun- 
fels ; and their prudence (as it is lifual) 

began to forfakc them with their good- 

fortune» 
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fertune. They were' fo weak as to be 
fBll deluded by their friends in England^ 
who continued ta give thenfi hopes of 
Tome qfiighty and immediate refource 
from hence ; for when the Duke of Or- 
MOND had been about a month in Ghenf^ 
he received a letter from the Marechal de 
ViLLARS, to inform him, that the Z)«/ri& 
generals, taken at DenatHj had told the 
Marechal publickly, of a fudden revolu*- 
lion expeded in Britain i that particular- 
ly the Earl of Albemarle and MonH 
HoMPECCK difcourfed very freely of it, 
and that nothing was more commonly 
talked of in Holland. It was then like-^- 
wife confidently reported in Ghenty that 
the Queen was dead s and we all re^ 
member what rumour flew about here at 
the very fame time, as if her Majefty's 
health were in a bad condition* 

Whether fuch vain hopes as thefe gave 
ipirit to iht Dutch', whether their frequent 
misfortunes made them angry and fuL 
Utif whether they ftill expedfcd to dver^ 

A a 4 reach 
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reach us by fome prwate ^ttHtiqii& wi^ 
France^ tluro' the mediKboa< <£ the %\&^ 
tor of Bavaria^ as that Priiico iiftecw^d^ 
gave out ; or wbateverelfe wa&^h^ c^Vi^ 
they utterly re&&d a cefiatioiv of arms; 
and made not the le^neturn to all the ad« 
vances and invitations made by her Ma-« 
jefty> until the clofe of the campaign. 

It was then the States firft be^n io vkw 

&eir affairs in anodier light ; ta coiifidt^ 

how little the va^ promifes of Cotmt 

ZiNZENDORP were to be relied on^j fo be 

convinced that Ptan^e . was ndt diip^ed 

to break with hit Majefly, only to gratify 

^eir ill^'humour, or unreafonabl^ de* 

mands; to difcover that their fa»5Hous 

correipondents on this iide the wat^ had 

ihamefuUy mifled them ; that fome of 

their own prindpal towns grewhear^Iyr 

weary of the war, and backward \vk their 

loans; and, laftly, that Prince Eugene, 

their new general, whether his genius or 

fortune had left him, was not for thcic 

turn. They, therefore, diredled their 

mini- 
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H^aifteFS ^Utrecht to fignify to the Loid 
Privy-&al afld the l^arl of Straf:ford, 

^^ Thftb th& States were dUpofed to com-- 
^< ply^ with her Maje%» and to defire her 
<« good offices with France^, particalarljiv 
^^ that Tvurnay and Ccnde might be left ts 
** them as part of their barrieri without 
*' which t^ coald not be fafe : That 
^< the Eledtor of Bavaria might not be 
" fuffered u> retain any town in the J\&- 
" tberlanJsy which would be as bad for 
** Holland as if thofe places were in the 
*^ hands of France : Therefore the States 
^* propofed, that Luxembpurg^ Namur^ 
" Charkroy^ and 'Nieuport^ might be ddi- 
** vered to the Emperor. Laftly, That 
<* the French might not infift on excepting; 
*^ the four fpecies of goods out of the tariff 
^' of One thoufand fix hundred and fixty- 
*' four : That if her Majefty could prevail 
" with France to fatisfy their matters on 

^^ thefe articles, they would be ready to 
^' fubmit in all the reft." 

When the Queen received an ac-^ 
counf of this good diipofition in the 

States 
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States General, immediately orders wire 
icnt to Mr. Prior, to inform the mi-- 
fiifters of the French court, *^ That her 
** Majefly had now Ibme hopes of the 
** Dutch complying with her mea- 
** fares 5 and therefore flte rcfolved, as 
** flie had always declared, whenever 
^ thofe allies came to diemfelves, not to 
^ n)ake the peace without their rcafou- 
^' able fatisfaaion." The difficulty that 
moft preffcd, was about the difpofal of 
Tournay and Conde. The Dutob infifled 
ftrongly to have both, and xht French were 
extremely unwi ling to part with eithpn 

The Queen judged the former would 
fuffice, for compleadng the barrier of 
the States, Mr. Prior was dicrefore 
direded to prefs the Marquis db Torcy 
cfFcSually on this head, and to terminate 
ail that minifter's objedions, by affuring 
him of her Majefty's refolutions to appear 
openly on the ^de of the Dutch, if this 
demand were refufed. It was thought 
(Convenient p aft in this refolutc mannei: 

with 
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with France y whofe late fuccefs, agairift 
Holland^ had taught the minifters of the 
moft Chriftian King to refume their old 
imperious manner of treating ^vith that 
republick; to which they were farther 
encouraged by the ill underftanding be-^ 
tweeh her Maje% and the allies. 

This appeared from the r^^fult of an idle 
quarrel that happened, about the end of 
Augufty at C^r^rA/, between a French and a 
Dutch plenipotentiary, Monf. Mesnager 
and Count Rechterem ; wherein the 
court of Frcfnce demanded fuch abje^ 
fubmifiions, and with fo much haughtl-^ 
neis, as plainly fhewed they were pleafed 
with anyoccafion of mortifying the Dutch. 
. Befides, the politicks of the French ran 
at this time very oppofite to thofe of JSnV 
tain: They thought the minifters here 
durft not meet the parliament without a 
peace 5 and that, therefore, her Majefly 
wohld either fore© the Stat.es to comply 
with FrancCy by delivering up ^oumay, 
yrhici> ^a^ the principal point in difpute, 

pr 
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or would $niib her own pweff wkJb 
France m^ S^pmn^ lecrt^ng; k MiA tiebe 
f(x H^hmd to rafif^ or atq^fR tibe t^ai$ 
impofed on tbega. But tho Qu^n^ who 
thought the deoiand of TMrna^Jb^f the 
States to be very ncceffiury anid jufl:, was 
determined to itifiH: upcHi ic> and to de? 
clare openly agaiit^ Frante, radber than 
fuficr her ally to wa&t a place ib ufeful 
for their barrier. And Mr. Pmok was 
ordered to figniiy this refelittioti ctf h£t 
M^jefty to Mob£ i>e Toiier> i» cafe ^Mt 
xninifter could not be dtherwl^ jfirev^led 

The Britijh pferiipoterittai-fi^s did like*' 
wife, at the iam& timft, exprels to tbb& 
of Holland her Majelty's great' faftefadiibn, 
that the States wo-e at laA difpi^ to a€iL 
in confidence wiA her : " That flsft wi^ed 
this refolution had beeh &Qiier taken,, 
iincc nobody had gain^ by A? delay, but 
the French King; thati however, her Ma- 
jefty did not qu^ftion tibtc procuring a fafe 
and honourable peacei by united councils^ 

fca- 



/ 
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twafemfalQ detaaddsy and prudeitt meaf 
fyux } thaet die mnnM iifiift them in gett*- 
i«g wliilfww ^"WS JM jp p fl aiyto th«r bar'P 

t)ie cxcep^WH! anrif ^.Eivfuv^r oof <if the 
liuiC iof Qpn (hd^^ % hundred a»4 

yo^ined^f ifl«fQtMlt ;tt> jeitatd the pnae, 
fiiK^ the Qs«(4» M ftbtikincd AVy'^ fiir 
tbe.D^ <if Sitvtyi ofiAt in the fettte«> 
flifsot of the i«0ii> Qmttrieu would adhere 
10 what Ap delif^red fmpn the throne t 
That aa tQ ihfs Efia^re, her Majefty 
heartily btUhed dteir .faturaer aa good as 
coald be defired ; . but ditt we were oalt 
now in mdcumftaiiiaBS to exped every 
ikao% ex»S3Lf according Co the £dteoie of 
HaUami: Frame had aheady ofieicd a 
great part, and the Q^n did not think 
the retixdnder woith llie contiouanGe of 
Aewiis." 

Her MajeAy conceived the peace in fb 
nuicb forwardnefs, that (he thought fit, 
about this time, to nominate the Duke of 

Hamil- 
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Hamilton and the Lord 
for ambaffiulors in Prame and^ Spain^ to 
receive the rentmcktiohs in both courts^; 
and> adjoft makeet of coiAniterce. 

The Duke was prepiuring for his journey; 
%diefi he Was i:halienged to a duel by th6 
Lord MoHUNj a perfon of iA&mous cha^ 
ia£tef. HekUled hia adverfifry upon the 
fpot» dio' he bimfelf recdved a wotind; 
and, weakened by the lofs of bkibd, as he I 

was leaning in the arms of his'fecond; 
was mofl barbaroully ftabbed in the breaft 
by Lieutenant-general Macartney; who 
was iecond to Lord Mohun. He died a 
few minutes after 'in the field, and the 
murderer made his idcape. I thought io 
furprifing an event might deferve barely 
to be related, although it be fomething 
foreign to my fubjed. 

The Earl of Strafford, who had 
come to England in laft, in order 

to give her Majefty an account of the dii^ 
pofitipn of affairs in Holland, was now re- 
turning with her laft inftrudUons, to let 
the Dutch minifter know, " That fome 

** points 



C€ 
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"points would probably meet with diffi* 
*^ culties not to be overcome, which once 
** might have been cafily obtained : . To 
^* fliew what evil confequcnces had. al- 
** ready flowed from their dplay and irre- 
<( folution, and to iatceat themto fix on 
*^ fome propofition, reafonable in itfelf, as 
"well as poffiblc to be efFedled: That 
the Queen would inflfl upon the ceflioft 
of Tournay by France^ provided the 
*^ States would concur in finifliing the 
peace, without ftarting new obje(3ions, 
or iniifting upon farther points : That 
" the Fr^^^ri^ demands, in favour of the 
" Elector of Bavaricy appeared to be 
" fuch as, the Qgeen .was of opinion, the 
" States ought to agree to j wjhich were, 

to leave the Ele<Stor in poffcflion of 
Ltixemburgy Namury and Charkroyy fub- 
" jedt to the terms of their barrier, until 
" he ihould be reilored to his eleftorate 1 
and to give him the kingdom of Sardi^ 
niny to efface the ftain of his degrade- 
II tion in the Electoral College : That the 

rEarl 
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**^ Earl had bror^ht over a pxi^&Et of ii 
'^ new trca^ of fuccdffion and iiarriery 
^^ which her Majefty infifkd the fitstes 
^^ (hould fign, before tb^ tod»iclufioa of 
^^ die peace $ tiie fotmcr treat;^ htt»ing 
^^ been difadvantageoos to iiqr ifiria^dfts, 
^* containing in it the feeds <tf ^mn 4i[^ 
^* fenfions> and condemned 4!>y the ^fenfb 
" of tixe nation. LafUy, That her Ma-* 
•*jefty> notwithilanding all {irevix^ations^ 
" had> for the fake of the B^K ^od in 
** hopes of their recovery frpfn thofe fftlfe 
*^ noticms which had fo long siifled/ them, 
'^^ hitherto kept the negociatiGns open i 
'** That the offers now made them were 
^^ her laft, and this the lail ^ffie jQie would 
•^ apply to them: That they muft either 
*^ agree, or expeft the Queen wo«|d pro- 
*^ cced immediately to concltide her treaty 
•* with France ^nA Spain ^ in conjun^on 
** with fuch of her allies as would diink 
^^ to adhere to her. 

** As to S^oyy that the Quecri cx- 
^* pe.(3:ed the States wodd concur with 

" her 



LAST YEAkS OF THE Qll^EN, 369 

^* her in making good the advantages fti- 
*^ pulated for that Duke, arid in prevailing 
** with the Emperor to confent to an 
^^ abfolute neutrality in Itizly^ until the 
" peace £hould be concluded;" 

The gbveming party in Hollmd^^ how- 
ever in appearance difpofed to finifli, af- 
fefted hew delays^ and raifed many diffi- 
culties about the four fpecies of goods, 
v^hich the Freitth had excepted out of the 
tariff. Count Zinzendorf^ die Em- 
peror*« plenipotentiary, did all that was 
poffibJe to keep up this humour in the 
ihttchy in hopes to put them under a ne- 
cciSty of preparing for the next cam- 
paign 5 and fometime after Went fo far in 
this purfuit, that he fummoiied,vthe fe-- 
veral minifters of the eitipire, told them 
he had letters from his mafter, with or- 
ders to fignify to them, " That his Im- 
** perial Majefty refolved to begin the 
** campaign early, with all his forces 
** united againft France 5 of V/hich h€ 
** defired they would fend notice to all 

B b '' their 



(C 

cc 



370 HISTORY Of THE FOUR , 

"their courts, that the feveral princes? 
might be rejtdy to furnifh their contin- 
gents and recruits." At the fame time 
ZiNZENDORF endcavoured to borrow two 
millions of florins upon the fecurity of 
fome imperial cities 5 but could not fuc- 
ceed either amongft the Jews or at Am- 

Jlerdatn. 

When the Earl df Strafford arrived 
at Vtrechti the Lord Privy-feal and he 
communicated to the Dutch miniflers the 
new treaty for a fucceilion and barrier, as 
the Queen had ordered it to be prepared 
here in England^ differing from the former 
in feveral points of the greateft moment, 
obvious to any who will be at the pains 
to compare them. This was flrenuouily 
oppofed for feveral weeks by the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the States J but the province of 
Utrecbty where the congrefs was held, im- 
mediately fent orders to their reprefenta- 
tives at tlie HagUCy to declare their pro- 
vince thankful to the Queen % that they 
agreed the peace (hould be made on the 

terms 
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terms propofcd by France^ and eonffcntcd 
io the new projecSted treaty of barrier and 
iuccefiion : and about the clofe of the 
year, One thoufand feven hundred and 
twclvci four of the feven provinces^ had 
delivered their opinions for putting an end 
to the war. 

This unufual precipitation in the States^ 
fo different from the whole tenour of their 
former conduft, was very much fuipcAed 
by the Britijh plenipotentiaries. Their 
iordihips had received intelligence, that 
the Dutch niinifters held frequent con^ 
ferenccs with thofe of France, and had 
offered to fettle their interefls with that 
crown, without the concurrence of Bri^ 
tain. Count ZiNZENDORF^ and his col- 
leagues^ appeared likewife, all on the 
fudden, to have the fame difpofitions, and 
to be in great hafle to fettle their fevei*al 
differences with the States^ The reafons 
for this proceeding were viflble enough 5 
toany difficulties were yet undetermined 
in the treaty of commerce between hei' 

Bb 2 Majefty 
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Majerty and France^ for the adjullihg of 
which, and fome othci: i5oints», the Queen? 
Iiad lately difpatched thebuk6 of 'iSHREVvs- 
fiuitY to th^t courtv Sdme of thefe>Vere 
of hard digcftioh,, with which the rriofl 
Chriftian King would not be under a ne- 
ceffity of Gomfplying,, when he had no 
farther occafion for us, and itaight, lipon 
that account, afford better terms to the 
other two ^wers. Befides-, the Emperor 
and xhc States could very well fpare her 
Majefty the honour of being arbitrator oif 
a general peace ; and the latter hoped b^ 
this^ means, to avoid rfic new treaty of 
barrier and fucceffion, which we Were hovfr 
forcing oh them. 

To prevent the confequences cf this* 
evil, there fortunately fell oat an ihcilient,. 
which the two lords at TJtrecbt knew well 
to make ufe of: the quarrel between 
Monf. Mesnagi:r and Count Righte- 
REN (formerly mentioned) had not yet 
been made up. The French and Dutch 
differing in fome circumftanees,. about 

the 
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the fatisfadlion to be givei> by the Count 
for the afFront he had offered, the Bri^ 
t{fb plenipotentiaries kepj this dilpute on 
foot for feverafl days ; aijd, \n the mean 
time, preifed the Dutch to finifh the new 
treaty of barrier and fucceflion between 
her Majefty and them, which, about the 
middle of Januaryy was concluded fully 
to the Queen's fatisfadlioq. 

But while thefc debates and differences 
continued at the congrefs, the Queen re- 
fplved to put a fpeedy end to her part in 
th? war ; (he therefore fent orders to tlje 
JLiOjrd privy-feal, and the Earl of Stkaf- 
FpRD, to p^ ;pafe every thing necefTary for 
figning hpr pi»^n treaty with France. This 
ihe hoped might be done again/l the 
meeting of her own pafrlian>^nt, now pro- 
fogped to the thir4 of Pebruaryi in which 
tactit^ thofe among the allies, who were 
really in,clined towards a peace, might fet- 
tle their feveral interefls by the afliftancc 
and fupport of her Majefly's plenipoten- 
tiaries ; and P for the ref]t, who would 

B b 3 ~ either 



374 HISTORY of the FOUR 

9 

either refufc tp comply, or endeavour tai 
protradlthe negociation, the heads of theip 
refpc^live demands, which France had 
yielded by her Majefty's ii]ten^ention, and 
agreeable to the plan laid dpwn in her 
fpeech, (hould be mentioned in the treaty, 
and 9 timp limited for the pryeral pow- 
ers concerned to receive ox rpjeft tjiem. 

The Pretender was not yet gone out of 
Francey upop fome difficulties alledged by 
the French^ about procuring him a fafe 
condud: to Bar-k-duCy in the Duke of 
ttorrain^s dominions, where it was dien 
propofcd he fhould refidc. ^he Queen, 
altogether bent upon quieting the mind^ 
of her fubjeds, declared, flie would not 
fign the peace till that perfon were rer 
moved; although feveral wife men be-? 

• 

lieved he could be no where lefs dan? 

gerous to BHtainy than in the place when? 
he was. 

The argument which moft prevailed on 
fhe States to fign the new treaty of barrier 
||id fucceflion with Brttairiy was her Ma- 
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jejfty's promife to procure Tournay for 
them from France ; after which, no more 
differences remained between us and that 
republick^ and confequently they had no 
farther temptations to any feparate tranf- 
adions with the French, who thereupon 
began to renew their litigious and haughty 
manner of treating with die Dutch. The 
fatisfadlion they extorted for the affront 
given by Count Richteren to Monf. 
Mesnager, although fomewhat foftened 
by the Britijb minifters at Utrecht, was 
yet fo rigorous, that her Majefly could 
not forbear fignifying her refentment of it 
to the moft Chriftian King, Monf. Mes- 
NAGER, who feemed to have pxoi^ tfeege- 
nius of a merchant than a ininifter, began, 
in his conferences with the plenipoten^ 

tiaries of the States, to raife new difputes 
upon points which both we and they had 

reckoned upon as wholly fetded. The 
Abbe DE PoLiGNAc, a mofl accomplifhed 
perfon, of great generofity and univerfal 
jinderfta^nding, was gone to France to rer 

3 h 4 ceiyc 
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ceivc the cardinars cap ; and the Mare-* 
chal DE HvxelleS was wholly guided 
by his colleague, Monf Mesna(5er, wha 
kept up thofe brangles, that for a time ohr 
ftrudted the peace ; fome of which were 
againft all juftice, and others of fcqall im^ 
portance, both of very little advantage tq 
his country, and lefs to the reputation of 
his mafter or himfclf. This Iqw talent in 
bufinefs, which the Cardinal de Polig-t 
NAG ufed, in contempt, to call a 5^/r/V of 
Nego^iatingy made it impofltble fqr thp 
two lords, plenipotentiariies, with all their 
abilities and e^^perience, to bring Mes-^ 
nager to reafon, in feveral points both 
with us and the States: his • cpnceiHons 
were few and cqnftrained, ferviiig only to 
render him* more tenacious of what he 
refufed* In feveral of the towns, which 
the States v^^re to keep, he infifted that 
France fhould retain the chatellanies, or 
extent of country depending on them, 
particularly that of "Tournay \ a demand 
.the more unjuftifiable, becaufe he knew 

his 
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his mafter had not only proceeded diredtly 
contr^, but had ercifted a court in hi9 
kingdom, where his own judges extended 
the tetlpkorics about thqfe towns he had 
taken, as far as he pleafed to direfl: theoK 
Monf. Mbsnager ftiewed equal obfti- 
nacy in what his mafter expefted for th6 
Ele6tor of Bavaria^ and in refufingthe 
tariff of One thou£md fix hundred and 
fixty-four : h that the Qgeen's plcnipo-* 
tentiaries . xeprefented thefe difficulties as 
what mi^t be of dangerous confequence, 
both to the peace in general, and to the 
States in particular, if they were not ipee- 
dily prevented. 

Upon thefe confiderations her Majefty 
thought it her (horted and fafefl courfe to 
apply dire<ftly to FrancCy where flie had 
then fo able a minifter as the Duke of 
Shrewsbury. 

The Marquifs de Torcv, fecretary td 
the moft Chriftian King, was the minifte|- 
with whoai the Duke was to treat, as 
having been the firft who mov?d his maC- 

c ter 
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ter to apply to the Queen for a peace, in 
Oppc^tiob to a violent fadton in that 
kingdom, who were as eagerly bent to 
continue the war, as any other could b* 
cither here or in Holland. 

It would be very unlike a hiftorian, to re- 
fufe this great minifterthe praife hefo juftly 
deferveth, of having treated, through the 
whole courfe of fo great a negociation, with 
the utmoi^ candour and integrity; never 
once failing in any promife he made, and 
tempering a firm zeal to his mailer's in* 
tereft, with a ready con^liancc to what was 
reafbnable and juft^ Mr. Prior, whom I 
have formerly mentioned, refidcd Iike-« 
wife now at Pdris^ with the cbac^fter of 
minifter-plenipotcntiary, and ww very ac*- 
ceptable to that court, u(y>n thp icore of 
his wit and humour. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury was di*. 
reded to prefs xht French cpurt upon the 
points yet unfettled in the treaty of coiht 
merce between both crowns: to mak^ 
diem drop thpir iinreafonable demand; 

for 
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for the Eledor of Bavaria ; to let theiij 
)cnow, that th? Queen w^s refplved not to 
forfake her allies who were now ready to 
jcome in 5 that fhe thought the beft way 
of haftening the general peace, was to 
jdetermine hgr own particular one wifh 
France^ until which time 'ihe could not 
conveniently fuffer her parliament to meet. 
The States were, by this time, fo fully 
convinced of the Queen's fincerity and af- 
feftion to th.eir rcpublick, and how much 
tjii^y had been deceived by the infinuations 
of the fa<3ious party in England^ that they 
wrote a very humble letter to her Majefly, 
to defire her affiftance towards fettling 
thofe points they had in difpute with 
Franccy and profeffing themfelves ready 
|o acquiefce in whatever explanation her 
Majefty would pleafe to make of the plan 
propofed in her fpeeCh to the parliament. 
But the Queen had already prevented 
jtheir defires j and in the beginning of Fe^ 
bruary^ One thoufand feven hundred and 
twelve-thirteen, diredled the Duke of 
\ / Shrews- 



« 
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Shrewsbury to inform the French court. 
That fiDce (he had prevailed o|i her al- 
lies, the Dutcby to drop the demand of 
CondSy and the otjier of the four fpecies 
of goods, which the Fr^/^rAhad excepted 
** out of the tariff of One tboufand fix 
" 'hundred and fixty-four, fhe would not 
•' fign without them : That fhe approved 
•* of the Dutch infifting to have the chi^ 
'* tcUanics reftored, with the towns, and 
" was refolvedrto ftand or fall with them, 
•* until they were fatisfied in this point." 
Her Majefty had fome apprehenfions, 
riiat the French created thefe difficulties on 
purpofe to fpin out the treaty, until the 
capipaign fliould begin. They thought 
it abfolutely neceflary^ that our parliament 
fliQuld meet in a few weeks, which could 
not well be ventured, until the' Queep 
were able to t^U both houfes, th^t her own 
peace was figned : That this would not 
only facilitate what remained in difference 
between Britain and France^ but leave the 
Dutch cijtirely at the mercy of the latter. 

The 
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The Queen, tveary of ffiefe refined 
mHlakes iii tJic Frincb politicks, md fully 
Ttfolvcd to be trifled with no longer, fcnt 
her dctferitiirfate ordets to the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, to let FriiJwif know, "That 
^ her Majefty had hitherto pforrogued her 
•* parliaYntnt, inhopesof acfcommodatmg 
<* the difficulties in her own treatfe^'of 
** peace and coAimerce With that crown, as 
^^ wfell as ftttling the interefts of her feverat 
^* allies ; or, it leaft, that the diffefenccs 
*« in the fbriheJ- bieing rembVfed, the moft 
^* Chriftian King would have made fuch 
^^ offers fbr the latter, as might juftify heir 
^' Majefty in figning ber own peace, whe- 
^* thcr the confederates intended to fign 
^^ their's Or no* But fevctal points bdrig 
"^^yet TinffinilJied • between hoth crowns, 
" and others between France and the reft 
" of the allies, efpecfelly the States, to 
^^ which the plenipdtentiaries of that 
*^ court at Utrecht had not thought fit Xo 
" give faCisfa£^n> the Queen was ik)W 
^^ c^me to aiinaldetermii^ation, both with 
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*^ relation to her pwn kingdoms, and t<$ 
" the whole alliance : That the campaign 
" approaching, (he would not- willingly be 
** furprifed in cafe the war was to go on : 
" That (he had tranfmitted to the Duke 
" of Shrewsbury her laA refolutions, 

■ 

** and never would be prevailed on to re- 

" duce her own demands, or thofc of her 

** allies, any lower than the icheme now 

** fent over, as an explanation of the plan 

^* laid down in her fpeech i That her Ma*- 

" jefty had fent orders to her plenipotenf' 

** tiaries at Utrecht ^ to afliime the cha- 

«« radler of ambaflfadors, andfign the peace 

" immediately with the minifters of the 

^* moft Chriflian King, as foon as the 

" Duke of Shrewsbury fliould have fent 

" them notice that the French had com- 

*^ plied : That the Queen had therefore 

^* farther prorogued her parliament to the 

" third of Marchy in hopes to afliire them, 

*/ by that time, of her peace being agreed 

** on J for if the two houfes (hould meet, 

•* while any uncertainty remained, fup^ 

^^ plies muft be afked as for a war." 

The 
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The Duktt of Shrewsbury executed 
this important cotnmiflion with that ipeed 
and fuccefit, which could only be expedited 
froini an able minifter. The FrenckKirtg 
immediately yielded to the whole Xcheme 
Jier Majcfty propofed ; whereupon direc*- 
tions were fent tothe Lord Piivy^feal, and 
the Earlof Strafforp, to fign a peace 
between Great Britain and France^ with- 
out delay* 

Upon the fecond day of Marcbj the 
two Britijh plenipotentiaries met thofe of 
the allies in the Town-houfc at Utrecht ; 
where the Lord Privy-feal addrefled him- 
*felf to them in a fhort fpeech, " That 
** the negociation had now continued 
*^ fourteen months with great flownefi, 
" which had proved very injurious to the 
", Interefts of the allies : That the Queen 

had (laid thus long, and (lopped the. 

finifliing iier own peace, rather than 
" leave her allies in any uncertainty : That 
** (he hoped they would now be all pre- 
*' pared to put an end to this .great work* j 

^' and 
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^^ ftnd therefore h^ cammanded her pie- 
*^ nipotentklries to'teU lho£b of fhenllic^^ 
*' That (he fdand k neefefikiy to coriiDhtde' 
*^ her own treaty immedtatdf .9 ^od ii 
*' was her opinion^ that die dolifederates 
ought to finiih thdr'^ at the* ;l&me time# 
to which the J wcire now accbidingfy in- 
** vified by hcrMagcfty s orders.** AndlafUy^ 
his lord^ip declared, in the Queen's name^ 
" That whoever could not be re^y on the 
^' day prefixed, (h'ould have a convenieDt 
^^ time allowed them to come in/' 

Although the orders fent by the Q^n 
to her plenipotentiaries were very pre-* 
cifci yet their lordships did not precipitate 
die performance of them* They ^ere 
dire<5ted to appoint as fhort a day for the 
^ning as they convenicndy could 1 but^ 
liowever^ the particular day was left to 
their difcredon. They bdped to bring 
over the Dutcb^ and moft of the odier 2^ 
liesy to conclude at the fame time with 
the Queen ; which, as it would certainly 
^ more popular to their country, fo the5^ 

con- 
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fcoiKcived it tvould be more fife fot tberft- 
felves : befideSy upott tebkmg ovtr thtir coni- 
tnlffiori, a fcf ofple fpif Sn^ m thtir m\hd% that 
fhe^ could rfot fign a pai*ticuJa^ pckce with 
F^anv^y thdr powers, as-tfeiy apprefiehded/ 
HiitKbrifin'g thcnt otAy to* figri a gerieral one. 
Their Ibrdfhips therefore fent to Eh^IanJ to 
ciefife dcWpov(r6fs^ arid, in the mean time, 
tfmplbyetfthemfel-i^reswitjj great induftty, be- 
tween the minifters of France and thofe of 
the feVeral allies, to find fome expedient for 
fmoDthirig the way to ?n agreement amongf 

Itht Earl of' Sr)kAH6iit> went for a few 
<}ays to the HagUf, to inform the States of her 
Majefty's exj)rel$ eowiniands to his colleague 
itttd him&lf, for A'gtiinl; the peace asf foon as 
pbfSblej and td'defir^ they would be ready 
at die fame tiWe; Which the Penfionary pro- 
niifedj and'th« tfteif plenipotentiaries fhould 
be irftpowered accordingly, to the great con- 
teilfiftenT: of Motif. fitrVS, who was now fo | 

ifiattfatrered, el^ef in realfty, orappearance, 
tfiair he cbniptaiiled* td the Eirl of Monf. 
IfelHStu^'s tfowneflj^rid cliargfed ill the de. 

' Cc lays 
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lays and mifmanagcmcrtts of a twelvc-riaontb 
part, to that niinifter's account. 

While the Earl of Str aff'ord ftaid at the 
HaguCy he difcovered that afn emiflary of the 
Duke of Marlborough's had been there 
fome days before, fent by his Grace to diiTuade 
the Dutch from figning at the fame time with 
the minifter5 of theQucen, which, mEnglafidy 
would at Icaft have the appearance of a fepa- 
rate peace, and oblige their Britijh friends, 
who knew how to turn fo ihort a delay to. 
very good account, as well as gratify the Em- 
peror ; on whom, it was alliedged, they ought 
to rely much more than onrher Majefty. One 
of the States likewifc told the Earl, " That 
" the £ime perfon, employed by the Duke, 
*' was theti in conference with the magiftrates 
" of 7?(?//^r^j;;/ (which town had declaired 
"for the continuance of the war), to affure 
*^ them, if they would hold off a little, they. 
** ihould fee an unexpefted turn m tne J?r/- 

" ///^parliament: That the Duke of Mar,l- 

• * ■ . .J • 

" BOROUGH had a lift. of the difcoatented 
*^ members in -both ho.ufes, who were ready . 
** to turn againft the court ; and,' to crowB 
" all, that his tSrace had certain intelligence 

"of 
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^ of theQueen being in fo ill a ftate of health, 
" as made it impofiible for her to live above 
** fix weeks." So reftlefs and indefatigable 
k avarice and ambition, when inflamed Ly 
a d^fire of revenge. 

But reprefentations, which had been fo 
often fried, were now offered too late. Moft 
of the allies, except the Emperor, were will- 
ing to put an end to the war upon her Ma- 
jeftyVpkn; and the further delay of three 
weeks muft be chiefly imputed to that liti* 

gious manner of treating, peculiar to the 
French^, whofe plenipotentiaries at Utrecht in- 

iifl:ed with obftinacy upon many points, whi^h 
at Paris Monf. de Torcy had given up. 

The Emperor expected to keep all he al- 
ready poflfefl^ed in Itaiy ; that Forthngue^ on 
the ^ufcan coafl:, fliould be delivered to him 
by France \ and, laftly, that he fliould not be 
obliged to renounce Spain. But the Queen, 
as well as France^ thought that his Imperial . 
Majefty ought to fit down contented with his 
partage of Naples and Milan j and to reftorc 
l^ofe territories m Italy y which he had 

taken from the rightful proprietors, and 
by the pofleflion of which he was grown 

C'c 2 r dan- 
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dangeroys to the Italian prin?^, by reviving 
antiquated cUims upon them. 

This Prince h?id likcwife obje^d to her 
Majefty's expedient of fufFcring tHiC^leiSor of 
Bavaria to retain I^uxemhur^^ undier cer- 
tain conditions, by way of ^cprity> until hisi 
eledtpratc were reftored. But thp Queen, 
fuppofing that thef«5 affefted delays were ipr 
tended only with a view of continuing th(? 
war, refolved to defer the peace no longcf 
on the Emperor's acpount. 

In the middle of Mfircb^ Onf tboufjind 
feven hundred and twelvc-thirteen, a courier 
arrived ^t Vtre^bt from France^ with the plan 
of a general peace, as it had been agreed be* 
tween the Duke of Shrewsbury and Monf, 
DE ToR^y 3 wherein every particular, re* 
lating tp the interefts and pretenlions of the 
feveral allies, was brought fo near to wh»^ 
each of them would accept, that the Britijh 
plenipotentiaries hoped the peace would be 
general in ten or twelve days. The Fortu-i 
g-rfe and Dutch were already prepared, and 
o- • '•s v/ere daily comihg in, by means of 
1' • c • i Ipi vUhip's good ftffites^ wl\o fwnd Monf, 
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Mesnager and bis colkagiic very ilubboru 
io dj^e laft. Anpther courkr was difi^atched 
to France, upon fonje di^EMites abb«rt infert«» 
log th? titles qf Iwsr Ma^cfty and the pioft 
ChrlAlan King» and to bring a general plan 
for the TOterefts of tbcTe allies, who fliould 
not be re^dy againft th^ time prefixed. Tho 
French reftunciations were noW" arrived at 
tJtrecky and it was agreed, that diofe, as well 
1^ that of the King of Sp^in, (hould be in-r 
fcrted at length m ev^ry treaty, by. Which 
ineans the whole confederacy would become 
guaranties of them. 

The courier, laft fpnt to France^ returned 
to Vtricht on the twenty-feventh of Marcb^ 
with the conceffions of that court upoii every 
neceflary point; fo that, all things being ready 
for putting a per|pd to this gr?at and difficult 
work, the Lprd Privy-feal and the Earl of 
Strafford gave notice to the minifters of 
the feveral allies, « That their Lbrdfhips had 
^' appointed Tuefday the thirty-firft inftant^ 
f* wherein to fign a treaty of peace, and a 
^ treaty of commerce, between the Queen of 
^ Qreat Britain^ their miftfefs, and the moft 
//ChriftianKingj and hoped the faid allies 

*^ would 
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** would be prepared, at the fame time, to 
^* follow their example/' Accordingly their 
Lord(hips employed the three intervening 
days, in fmoothing the few difficulties that re« 
maincd between the French miniilers and 
tho£e of the feveral confederate powers. . 
. The important day being now come, the 
Lord Biihop of Bristol and the Earl of 
Strafforp^ having afTumed the charader 
of ambaiTadors extraordinary, ga.ye 4 meinor 
rial in behalf of the French proteibnts to the 
Marechal de Huxeli.es and his colleague* 
who were to tranfmit it .to their court ; and 
thefe delivered to the Britijh ambafladoi?a 
declaration ii) vrriting, that the Pretepder was 
adtually gone out ofFrmfe. 

The conditions of peace to be allowed the 
Emperor and the Empire, as adjufted b?T 
tween Britain ^nd France^ v^fere now like wife 
delivered to the Count Zinzendorf. Thefe 
and fome other previous ipatters gf fmallef 
confequepce being finiflied, the treaties of 
peace and commerce between h?r Majefty o* 
Britain ?ind the moft Chriftian King, were 
figned at the Lord Privy-^fears houfe between 
two and three of the clock in the afternoon. 

The 
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The' minifters of the Duke of Savoy figned 
about an hour after. Then the afTembly ad-* 
journed to the Earl of Strafford's, where 
they all went to dinner} and about nine at 
night the peace was figned by the minifters 
of Portugal^ by thofe of frujfia at eleven, 
and when it was near midnight by the States. 
Thus after all theoppofition raifedby a ftrong 
party in France^ and by a virulent fadtion in 
Britain \ after all the artifices of thofe who 
prefidcd at the Hague ^ and, for their private 
interefl, endeavoured, in conjundion with 
their friends in Englandy to prolong the war ; 
after the reftlefs endeavours of the Imperial 
court to render the treaty ineifedhial ; the 
firm fteady conduft of the Queen, the wif- 
dom and courage of her jniniftry, and the 
abilities of thofe whom fhe employed in her 
negociations abroad, prevailed to have, a peacd 
figned in one day by every power concerned, 
except that of the Emperor and the Empire ^ . 
for his Imperial Majefty liked has fituation 
too well to think of a peace, while thdklrud- 
gery and expences of the war lay upon other 
ihoulders, and the advantages were to re« 
dound only to himieif. . 

5 During 



During this whole negociatioo, the ]Ciif| 
of Spainy who \Ma8i HKbe acknowkdged by any 
of the cof>fed€rate5) had confcq^iefntly no mi- 
Biftci^at Vtrnbty but the difFercaces between^ 
her Majefty and that Friiicc were'eafify itt^ 
tied by the Lord Lexington at Madrid^ and 
the Marquis of Monteleon' here r ib that 
upon the^ Duke lyOssuNA's arrival at the 
congrefs, fotne days after the peace; he was- 
ready to conclude a treaty betweetr the Queen 
aiid his ttiaflcr. Neither is it pYobable that 
xhtl)utcby or anyother ally, exrcej^'the Em- 
peror', will encouAtef any difficcflties of iho- 
me-nt, ttr retard their ieveraf treaties with 
his Catholick Maje%* 

Tht treaties ot peace irid commerce be- 
tween Britain aii^ France, were ratified' here 
on the fcVenthfdif ^r/7j en the twenty- 
eigfttlithe ratificatioTT^ were exchanged; and 
otr the fifth- of ifc% die peace was proclaimed' 
in the ufbal manner; bur with^ loudfer ac- * 
chraadons, and' more'^xtraordmary rejoicihg^ 
of the' peopFe, tfian had* ever beeri rement- * 
bered oh the fikeoccafiun; 

FIN 1 S^ 
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